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WHY THIS BOOK 


The reminiscences of freedom fighters given in this book 
will bring the fervour of freedom struggle to the youth of today, 
it is hoped, as we complete 50 years of independence. Our hard 
won independence does not always strike a chord in the youth these 
days. 


This book gives glimpses of trials and tribulations, the glory, 
the pain, the agony and the sense of achievement felt by various 
freedom fighters during their long and arduous struggle. However, 
the book is neither an account of freedom struggle nor an appraisal 
or a chronicle. 


The glorious history of India’s freedom struggle is well- 
known. The outstanding contributions of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel and many more to the cause of freedom 
will be remembered in the millennia to come. Equally significant 
were the contributions of revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, 
Chandrashekhar Azad and others who sacrificed their lives for 
country’s freedom. But there were also unsung heroes who helped 
us get our freedom. 


Interviewing these veteran freedom fighters has not been an 
easy task. We are grateful to various organisations and individuals 
who readily responded to our request and talked to the freedom 
fighters living in many places spread over the country. 
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K. BASHYAM ‘ARYA’ 
A DARING REVOLUTIONARY 


K. BASHYAM ’ARYA’ is one of those daring freedom fighters who 
defied the British rule in every possible way. At one time he risked his 
life to hoist the Congress flag atop Fort St. George while after some time 
he devised and planted an incendiary device to burn the shops selling 
foreign clothes. He was also involved in picketing foreign cloth shops, 
toddy shops and hawking khadi cloth. Branded as ‘dangerous’ he was 
arrested by police. Even in the jail he bit a British Major with bis 
chappals for which he was flogged brutally. Again during Quit India 
Movement be, alongwith his colleagues, disrupted communication lines, 
blasted railway tracks and bridges and distributed bulletins condemning 
British rule. 
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In a conversation with V.C. Rukmani, Basbyam ‘Arya’ reminisces 
bis association with various activities of freedom struggle. 


Though the frame is frail, the flame still burns in the eyes as 
K. Bashyam remembers the agonies and ecstasies of the struggle for 
freedom. Bashyam better known by his pen-name ‘Arya’ was born on 
January 26, 1907 in Serangulam in Tanjore district. His first exposure 
to the freedom struggle was in 1919 when he attended a meeting 
held to condemn the brutality of General Dyer at Jallianwala Bagh. 
In 1921, he saw Gandhi for the first time and was stirred by the 
Mahatma’s call for non-cooperation. 


He took a leading part in the students’ boycott of Simon 
Commission in 1928 for which was fined Rs. 5/ by his college principal 
and was expelled from college. 


The college dropout then, plunged into the freedom movement. 
Gandhiji’s non-violent methods were a little too unpalatable for the 
fiery Bashyam, who along with a band of revolutionaries decided to 
eliminate all British Officers in Madras Presidency. Bashyam himself 
set out to shoot the then Governor Marsh Banks when he came to 
inaugurate the Nataraja Park in Chidambaram. But when the vital 
moment came, Bashyam’s nerves failed him. "I was not afraid" recalls 
Bashyam. "It was not as if I developed cold feet. My hand gripped 
the revolver in my waistbelt. But somehow I could not get myself 
to draw and fire. I can now only say that God prevented me from 
doing so" 


This was a turning point in the life of the young Bashyam who 
then joined the Congress in 1931 and took a prominent part as a 
volunteer in picketing foreign cloth shops, toddy shops and hawking 
of khadi in the city. 


In 1932, Gandhiji’s proposals for negotiated settlement of the 
Indian question failed and Gandhiji announced that January 26 that 
year was to be observed as Independence Day throughout the nation. 
The British Government reacted by banning the Congress and putting 
Gandhiji in jail. All nationalist activities had to be carried on secretly. 
It was then that in Bashyam’s mind grew the idea of hoisting the 
Congress flag atop the wireless broadcasting pole in Fort St. George 
on 26th January, 1932 for which he became famous. Fellow 
Congressmen like Sripada Sankar and Shri Sadagopan warned him of 
the risks involved, but Bashyam was always hotheaded and inclined 
to be daring. 


In the midnight of 25th January, Bashyam awaited his chance to 


carry out his plan, hiding in the shadows of Fort St. George. At around 


midnight a group of soldiers out for the evening, returned to Fort 
St.George. Bashyam, clad in Khaki uniform of the Hindustan Seva Dal 
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sneaked in past the unsuspecting guards. Once inside, he ran along 
the shadows to the wireless transmitter pole towering 200 feet into 
the sky, in the north west corner of the Fort. He quickly clambered 
up the pole, shuddering everytime the beacon from the lighthouse 
nearby hit him. If some sentry had spotted him he would have been 
shot immediately. After about two hours of steep climbing he reached 
the top. Once on the top he unfolded what had actually been his 
dhoti, now converted into the Congress flag. Under the charkha on 
the flag were penned the words "From this day, India breathes the 
air of freedom". 


The news of the Congress flag flying atop the Fort, 40 feet above 
the Union Jack on the nearby flagpole, spread like wild fire and people 
rushed to see this amazing sight. Ultimately the Britishers had to take 
the help of the Fire Brigade service to pull it down. 


Later that year Bashyam devised a small, time bound incendiary 
device of white phosphorous wrapped in wet cloth and packed in 
a little celluloid box with glycerine oil. He, with some like-minded 
revolutionaries, would ‘shop’ at various shops selling foreign cloth. 
While his friends kept the shopkeepers engaged, Bashyam would insert 
the phosphorous into the folds of cloth. When the mixture in the box 
evaporated after some hours, the phosphorous would ignite setting 
the entire shop aflame. Bashyam gleefully recounted how several 
textile shops in George Town areas of Madras were gutted in this 
manner. 


By the end of June 1932, Bashyam had been branded as ’dangerous’ 
by the British authorities, arrested and lodged in Madras penitentiary. 
It was here that he met and was greatly influenced by Netaji Subhas 
Bose who was also serving a term there. Bashyam went on a hunger 
strike demanding that activists of all political parties be allowed to meet 
every week and exchange views among them. After 6 days, when the 
authorities found Bashyam as adamant as ever, they conceded the 
demand through the initiative taken by Netaji. 


Soon after this, Bashyam was convicted and taken to Central Jail, 
Bellary, where he was put in solitary confinement in the quarantine. 
Major Inns, the Superintendent of the jail, enjoyed brutalising the 
political prisoners. Mahabir Singh, an associate of Bhagat Singh was 
also in Bellary jail. As a true freedom fighter he refused to wear the 
regulation cap provided to all political prisoners and when questioned 
by the Major, he was defiant. Enraged, Major Inns ordered that Mahabir 
Singh be flogged thirty times for his impertinence. The gruesome 
spectacle made the blood of Bashyam boil and he decided to take 
revenge, no matter at what cost. 


The next day, as the prisoners were lined up for the customary 
inspection parade before Inns, Bashyam, armed with his chappals stole 
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up from behind the Superintendent and in full view of the stunned 
jail staff and the prisoners, hit Inns hard on his head with the chappals. 
"Even as Inns was seeing stars" recounts Bashyam, his eyes gleaming 
with pride "I hit him with the chappal again. Then I started running. 
I ran round and round the courtyard until they caught me. The 
following day they awarded me 30 lashes as punishment". Bashyam 
bravely received the lashes, shouting "Acham Illai, Acham Illai" (fear 
not, fear not), lines from Mahakavi Bharathiar’s song. Even now while 
recalling that episode, the frail old man rises from his seat and recites 
"Acham Illai, Acham IIlai" with fervour, body trembling with emotion. 


Subsequently, Bashyam took up art as profession. Completely self 
taught, he became a freelancer doing political cartoons, illustrations 
and cover design for magazines and dailies under the penname "ARYA". 
In a competition held by the Bharathi Pracharalayam in 1936 he was 
adjudged the best illustrator of Subramania Bharathi’s poems. His 
portrait of the Tamil poet won wide acclaim and was accepted as 
the official portrait. 


When the Quit India Movement began Bashyam was back in action 
along with some like-minded comrades, cutting telegraph wires, 
disrupting government controlled communications, smuggling revolvers 
and dynamite for shattering railway tracks and bridges and distributing 
clandestinely cyclostyled bulletins. But these underground activities had 
to be abruptly suspended when Gandhiji, fearing that things were going 
out of control, went on a fast demanding an end to all forms of violent 
agitation. 


Bashyam then returned to pick up his brush and in 1945 started 
his own commercial concern, The United Arts. His portraits of Gandhiji, 
painted between 1948 and 1950 have a life like quality as also his 
paintings of Englishmen like Lord Harris, the then Duke of Wellington, 
Sir Eyre Coote, the Duke of Buckingham, etc. 


Bashyam is bitter about the way India has been going in the 
years since Independence. "If you ask what I have to say about free 
India, I can only repeat what I said at a meeting in Madras, way back 
in 1962" says Bashyam, gloomily. "I had been in the thick of the 
freedom struggle. A struggle in which thousands sacrificed their studies, 
jobs, families, wealth to the cause of the nation. We were naive enough 
to think that freedom from British rule would open the doors to 
paradise. We expected our nation to progress by leaps and bounds. 
But thing did not turn out as we had anticipated". 


LAKSHMI SEHGAL 
NETAJI’S CLOSE ASSOCIATE 


Dr Lakshmi Sehgal, the rallying force 
behind the setting up of all women Rani 
Jhansi Regiment of INA, devoted the prime 
of ber life to the cause of ber motherland’s 
freedom. She rejected the offer of joining 
British ranks after completing ber M.B.B:S. 
and instead preferred to join INA. She toured 
many times to Singapore, Malaya and Kuala 
Lumpur to enroll volunteers for Rani Jhansi 
Regiment. This Regiment along with other 
wings of INA waged fierce battles against 
British army a number of times. She had 
undergone severe hardships and endangered 
ber life many times during that turbulent period. Dr Sehgal along 
with other ranks of Rani Jhansi Regiment were made prisoners of 
war by the British army and kept under house arrest. 


In an exclusive interview with Sandeep Nigam, this born 
revolutionary and close associate of Netaji gives a detailed account 
of INA’s heroic saga of freedom struggle and ber contribution in it. 


Q. You are a doctor and you might have your dreams after 
finishing your education. Life would have been smooth for you. How 
did you think of associating yourself with freedom struggle? 


A. My family was actively associated with political activities, 
especially my mother - Smt. Annu Swaminathan deeply influenced me. 
She was a Congress worker. She was elected for Madras Municipal 
Corporation. She went to jail in the movement of 1942. Later, she 
became a member of Constituent Assembly, elected twice to Lok Sabha 
and once to Rajya Sabha. As such, I was born and brought up amidst 
movements and other political activities. The idea of fighting for the 


freedom of India was deeply rooted in my heart from the very 
childhood. 
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Q. It shows that your family had strong Congress background. 
But instead of Congress led movements, you opted for I.N.A. What 
was the reason behind it? 


A. The Congress ideology was predominent at home as well as 
outside. But we, the comrades in Medical College, thought that 
Gandhiji’s policy of non-violence won’t give us independence. We 
fancied a different movement—fierce and hitting to the hilt. Meanwhile, 
differences arose between Gandhiji and Subhas Chandra Bose. We all 
young people sided with Netaji. Though Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru was also 
a favourite leader of the youth, mainly, because of his socialistic 
leaning, but Nehruji’s ideas changed frequently in accordance with 
Gandhiji’s approach to various issues. So, the youth were dejected. 
In spite of Gandhiji’s repeated calls, I did not leave my studies as 
I believed that one can serve one’s nation better with a proper career. 
I completed my M.B.B.S. Meanwhile, Second World War broke out. The 
British Army gave us open offer to join the ranks and many of my 
friends accepted it. But I was determined not to join the British Army 
under any circumstances. It was quite difficult to start private practice 
in Madras. I was quite tense. None of the prevailing movements suited 
my ideology. When Indian National Army was formed in Singapore, 
I realised that this is the movement I was craving for. Immediately, 
I joined it. 


Q. Please tell me in detail about your journey to Singapore and 
prevailing socio-political atmosphere there. 


A. I was in Madras till May, 1940. Many South Indians went to 
Singapore those days. One of them was a near relative. She became 
very ill there and wrote to me, "please, come here, I am desperate". 
I had no work in India at that time, So I went. I treated her and 
she recovered. This prompted the South Indians there to suggest me 
to remain there as there was no good lady doctor around. It was a 
nice place for practice indeed and I established myself very soon. 
During those days, a few Indians in Singapore knew the names of 
Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru. The British colony was politically passive. 
People were divided in two categories— Asians and non-Asians. Asians 
included Indians, Chinese and others. Non-Asians included British, Dutch 
and Australians. There was a stong feeling of discrimination between 
the two communities. There were no friendly contacts. Only Chinese 
community dared to raise voice for their rights and liberty. They formed 
their own Communist Party whose activities were clandestine. The 
interesting fact was that they were running their party office from 
the colonial Secretary’s residence. The Chinese worked in the 
Secretary’s office used office, machinery and typing machines, and 
prepared handbills for distribution. The Chinese were daring, but the 
Indians were timid and_diffident as they had gone to Singapore only 
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because of their poverty. Their sole motive was to amass wealth in 
shortest possible time and to return to their country. As such, they 
never protested against anything and tolerated everything. Besides, 
there was some Indian families living there for last two or three 
generations. They were called states’ born Indians. They had their deep 
cultural roots in India but they knew very little about the prevailing 
circumstances of their native land. Later, these families helped 
immensely in our movement. 


Japan attacked Singapore in December 1941. At the time, Indian 
‘National Army was non-existant there. Britain had sent 60 thousand 
Indian soldiers to save Singapore. There were some Indian officers also 
in British Indian army. The British authorities deployed Indian army 
on all advanced coastal fronts and on aerodromes. They thought that 
the Japanese would come through sea routes but their total strategy 
failed. Their guns pointed towards sea could not fire even a single 
shot. The Japanese stormed through land route and spread in entire 
Singapore swiftly. There was a fierce battle. The British always 
deployed Indians in front and they themselves remained in cover. Soon 
the situation changed swiftly. Australian and New Zealand’s soldiers 
started mumbling that they were not there to be killed. They started 
packing for their respective countries. They bluntly said that they could 
fight against an attack on their own countries but they would not fight 
to save Singapore and Malaya. 


In such circumstances, the British army started retreating. Rash 
Behari Bose came to Singapore with Japanese army. Wherever he went, 
he opened a branch of Indian Independence League. He unfurled the 
flag of Indian Independence League in Japan-occupied areas like 
Manchuria, Shanghai etc. One Japanese officer, Major Fujiwara 
accompanied him. In Singapore, both of them prepared an appeal to 
the Indians, particularly to Indian sepoys of British Indian Army. The 
pamphlets of this appeal were printed in English, Hindustani, Urdu 
and Tamil and were dropped all over Singapore from air planes. The 
appeal invoked Indian soldiers—"Whom are you fighting for? The British 
have occupied your country. Surrender your arms and be with us. We 
will help you in liberating your country. Why are you fighting for these 
alien British masters?" 


The largest Indian regiment in Singapore was Punjab Regiment. 
The Japanese besieged it. Punjab Regiment had to surrender. The 
seniormost commanding officer was Captain Mohan Singh. He had also 
got the pamphlet containing Japanese appeal to surrender. Japanese 
soldiers brought him to Major Fujiwara and Rash Behari Bose. There 
were detailed talks. Mohan Singh was asked to cooperate with Rash 
Behari Bose for the cause of India’s independence. Mohan Singh replied 
that he and his men were not in a position to decide then, but they 
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would certainly, no longer fight against the Japanese. The entire 
Regiment was with Mohan Singh. The battle for Singapore was over 
on 15 February 1942. The British army was defeated and Singapore 
was captured by the Japanese. While surrendering to Japanese, British 
General Percival put the condition that all non-Asian soldiers, i.e. 
Australians, New Zealanders, Canadians and British, should be treated 
as prisoners of war and should be treated according to Geneva 
Convention. On the other hand, Percival said, "We surrender all the 
Indian soldiers to you. You may treat them as you wish. We have 
nothing to do with them". 


Percival’s statement had a positive effect. When Indian army was 
put on trial, they were told about the callous attitude of British 
authorities for whom they were supposed to sacrifice their lives. During 
those times, Japanese were considered real terror, they were notorious 
for their atrocities in China. The Singapore war was finally over on 
15 February 1942. Next day, a big rally of Indian soldiers and officers 
was organised there. Rash Behari Bose, Fujiwara and Mohan Singh 
addresed the Indian soldiers and the Indian National Army (Azad Hind 
Fauz - INA) was launched. 


At that time, I was in Singapore. We had a group, desperately 
trying to do something for the nation. There were some advocates, 
one of them was J.P.K. Menon, one Bengali gentlemen Mr. Guha, South 
Indian journalist Raghwan, revolutionary Pritam Singh, who absconded 
from Punjab and had done good work in Thailand. He had also supplied 
arms and ammunitions to the revolutionaries working in India. Besides, 
Swami Satyanand was with us. We were just waiting for the right 
opportunity. 


Q. When did Netaji come to Singapore and how did you meet 
him? 


A. One year after the Singapore rally, Netaji came to Singapore. 
That was in May 1943. Meanwhile, some misgivings arose. Mohan Singh 
developed some differences with the Japanese. He started advocating 
that Japanese could not be trusted upon. He thought of leaving I.N.A. 
but more than eighty per cent soldiers of Punjab Regiment refused 
to obey him. The soldiers decided not to budge from their earlier 
decision. They felt that if they backtracked from their decision, the 
Japanese ire would fall upon three crore Indians living in Japan- 
occupied parts of Asia. Then the news broke out that Netaji was in 
Germany. This news filled Indians with a new enthusiasm. Now they 
could hope that none would be able to harm them. Netaji was brought 
to Singapore with the help of Japanese authorities and Rash Behari 
Bose. Next day, Rash Behari Bose handed over the charge of INA 
to Subhas Bose in a public meeting. Rash Behari Bose said, "Our job 
is over. Subhas will lead you now". 


LAKSHMI SEHGAL 9 


Netaji said, "We are running short of time. We have nothing to 
do with this World War. Our first and foremost objective is to free 
India. We have to work as much in 24 hours as one can do only 
in 48 hours. It is a revolutionary army. There would be no difference 
between the soldiers and the civilians. We will recruit all youth between 
18 and 25 years in our army". 


The strength of the army was 30 thousand before Netaji came. 
Within two weeks of his clarion call, the number was raised to 60 
thousand. Calling upon the womenfolk, Netaji said that they need the 
freedom most; not only from foreign yoke but also from the yoke 
of social exploitation. "As such, it is a must to include women in our 
liberation struggle," he added. He proposed the idea of forming an 
exclusively women’s regiment. I had met him just a day before he 
made these comments. 


Q. Tell us in detail about your first meeting with Netaji. And 
also about some memorable impressions of this meeting. 


A. I had a little aquaintance with the officers of INA. I kept on 
pestering them to arrange my meeting with Netaji. Netaji had instructed 
his officers that he would positively meet women for similar ideology. 
Those officers arranged my meeting with Netaji. His personality was 
inspiring and magnetic. We talked for five hours—full five hours in 
our very first meeting. 


He sought my opinion on his idea of forming a women’s regiment. 
I said that it was a good idea and I would like to join it, but could 
not say about others. He said, "I take the responsibility of others. You 
just go through our history. The women had always faced the enemies 
along with their menfolk. In 1857, not only Rani Laxmibai and Begum 
Hazratmahal, but the common rural women had also faught heroically. 
In Bengal, there were revolutionary women like Shanti and Preetilata. 
Besides, a great number of common women joined the ranks of 
Gandhian non-violent volunteer groups and faced the batons and bullets 
courageously. We had a tradition of brave women in India and this 
has to continue". 


Netaji added, "I know that our battle is totally different and more 
dangerous than the freedom struggle in India. We have to rush to 
the theatre of actual war and to face the volley of bullets. I cannot 
give anything more than death but country’s liberation is more 
important than our personal hardships and dangers. We " ave to shed 
our blood". 


I told Netaji that I was ready for all sacrifices but educated 
middle class girls and women had gone to India when the war had 
just started. Now only the families of rubber plantation workers and 
P.W.D. labourers and of some clerks and advocates were left here. 
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Netaji said not to rely upon the middle class. He told me, "Middle 
class is never revolutionary. They have all the amenities and they 
are not ready to part with them. But our labourers and peasants 
are revolutionaries. These classes are willing to sacrifice themselves". 
Netaji gave me a few day’s time to rally maximum possible women 
workers around me. ; 


I toiled hard and organised a rally of six thousand women in 
Singapore. I told Netaji that all of them were illiterate and could only 
understand Tamil and Malayalam. Netaji delivered his speech in 
Hindustani and I interpreted it for those women. The women were 
spell-bound when they heard Netaji. When Netaji asked for the 
volunteers for I.N.A., all of them rushed towards the dias. Some of 
them had little kids with them. It started raining but the enthusiasm 
did not wane. You cannot just imagine what magic Netaji cast upon 
them, how electrifying his speech was. 


Next day, Rani Jhansi Regiment was formed. I toured many times 
to Singapore, Malaya and Kuala Lumpur and enrolled women. We got 
maximum cooperation from States’ born Indians. These families had 
been living in north-east Asia and Singapore for two or three 
generations and with great enthusiasm, they joined us. Stricken by 
poverty, these people had left their country. They were badly 
exploited, especially in the British colony of Singapore. They were 
never treated with equality and respect. Other races in these countries, 
like Malays, Chinese etc. treated them with disdain and humiliation. 
They used to say that these servile people are from a slave country 
and now coming here to enslave them. Indian labourers, particularly 
plantation labourers were available for paltry amount as they were not 
aware of the prevailing wages. The Malayans were not labourers, they 
were fishermen. The Chinese always worked on contract. They never 
worked on daily wages. They earned almost double or treble amount 
compared to Indians, whereas Indians suffered all the torture silently. 
That’s why all other communities used to say, "What sort of spineless, 
vigourless idiots these Indians are! They came here to be slaves and 
spreading the infection of slavery here’. 


When we tried to spread our message, the first to awaken 
from the slumber of slavery were the new generation of States’ 
born Indians. They were anxious to break the misgivings about them. 
They considered the advent of Netaji as a godsend opportunity of 
prove their mettle; to show that Indian are no less courageous and 
enthusiastic than any other race. As such, youths joined the Indian 
National Army in great numbers. The best soldiers in our Rani Jhansi 
Regiment belonged to these families. These educated girls were quick 
learners. Most of the officers of Rani Jhansi Regiment came from 
these families. 7 


LAKSHMI SEHGAL 11 


Q. Please tell us about Rani Jhansi Regiment and your activities. 


A. Our Regiment was trained in Singapore. After three months’ 
training we came to Burma. There we had some field training, then 
we were asked to advance. Indian National Army was rushing towards 
Imphal. We were ordered to help them. But the early onset of heavy 
rains prevented our movement. Rains normally start in this region 
during the end of May or in early June. That year it started in April. 
Churchil had ordered British Army to retain Imphal at any cost as 
control over Imphal meant control over the entire Brahmputra route. 
The might of British army was put to test there and a division of 
one lakh soldiers was deployed on that front. It was a fierce and 
memorable fight. The heroes of I.N.A. wrote glorious chapters of 
bravery here. Initially, the British army was forced to retreat. We 
liberated Manipur and extended our control upto Jorhat. But incessent 
rains followed. We were not prepared for it. It prevented our march. 
The war continued. We were running short of food and ammunitions. 
It was a horrible sight! We had to face British bullets, poisonous snakes 
and insects and heavy rains— all together. The British army sensed 
our troubles and we had to retreat after heavy battle. 


Q. You were in Imphal battle. Did you take part in action at 
Manipur front? 


A. I took part in Imphal battle but our regiment was not deployed 
at Manipur front. We were at India-Burma border. It was a long highway 
from Rangoon to Imphal. We fought many times with British-trained 
guerrilla groups. They were dropped from planes near our bases. Most 
of them were locals. Once, my base was attacked at night. Three or 
four soldiers of my regiment were killed. Next morning we saw that 
the enemy had suffered heavy casualties. There were many similar 
actions. Our bases were also heavily bombarded. 


Q. Who were the troops, I.N.A. was actually fighting against— 
the British army, the Burmese or the British guerrillas? 


A. We were directly fighting against the British troops. In Burma, 
Aung Sang had formed ‘Burma Independent Army.’ He had some 
differences with the Japanese. But he made an agreement with Netaji 
not to attack each others’ forces. The agreement was followed in letter 
and spirit. We had no encounters with Burmese troops. We had chance 
encounters with British mercenery guerrillas but our total action was 
against British forces. 


Q. When did the agreement between Netaji and Aung Sang took 
place? 


A. In 1944, when British troops advanced and the Japanese were 
forced to retreat, General Aung Sang thought it was unwise to be with 
the Japanese. But he also wanted to save Burma from the British, hence 
he made agreement with Netaji. 
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Q. INA had a bad time when British troops were advancing and 
Japanese were retreating. INA was short of food and ammunitions and 
the brave soldiers ate even grass and leaves but continued the 
liberation struggle. Would you please narrate your experiences. 


A. I had also eaten leaves to survive (smiles). In 1944, when 
the British advanced, our supply line was disrupted. In Burma, Jacktree 
forests are in plently. It helped a lot. Jackfruits solved our food problem 
for some days but soon we had to look for leaves for survival. South 
Indians and Bengalis had some idea about edible leaves but Punjabis 
had problems. They always ate wheat and were totally ignorant about 
the edible varieties of plants. Many soldiers ate poisonous fruits and 
plants and fell seriously ill. Some suffered from diarrhoea, others from 
malaria. My medical background came handy at that time. I treated 
many soldiers. 


Q. Whether the Japanese were little distracted with INA in the 
moments of their defeat? 


A. No. You just cannot imagine that scenerio. First try to 
understand that. Initially, the Japanese had little faith in our fighting 
capabilities. But when they saw our heroic action, they started 
respecting us immensely. At ground level we had very cordial relations 
and a number of Japanese officers and soldiers became our friends. 
Sometimes, the high command made mistakes like delay in transport 
or other supplies. These small things were natural. But at ground level, 
we had very warm relations. 


Q. Was Netaji appeared tense or dejected during those days? 


A. He might be worried but no one could make out that from 
his expressions. He always encouraged everybody. He always said, "Our 
battle is not yet over. Our Red Fort is still far away. We have to 
reach there at any cost." Netaji always boosted our morale. 


Q. How did you maintain regular contact with Netaji during those 
difficult days? 


A. There were frequent couriers. Radio and wireless were not 
available. Netaji issued commands regularly and officers like Company 
Commanders and Divisional Commanders used to read them for all. 


Q. When did you meet Netaji last? 


A. British forces were advancing and Japanese were on the retreat. 
INA was asked to go back to Malaya. Netaji decided to call back Rani 
Jhansi Regiment also to Malaya to avoid the arrest of its soldiers. But 
we refused to retreat. After that, INA established one hospital near 
Burma border at Shah Estate. It was a comparatively safer place, spared 
from bombardment and battles so far. In this jungle hospital, soldiers 
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with mutilated organs and wounds were being treated. Some patients 
were suffering from diarrhoea and malaria. There were around five 
hundred patients. We had some doctors among us. Netaji came to meet 
us there. That was our last meeting. 


Q. That must had been an important meeting. What transpired 
in that meeting? 


A. Netaji asked many times, "Are you not coming with us? Please, 
do come. There is still room in our vehicle. We will decide our future 
Strategy in Rangoon." I said, "No I won’t leave the front." Netaji did 
not want to demoralise us. Even in those circumstances, he was smiling 
and speaking with confidence. 


There were a number of spies in Shah Estate. The day Netaji 
left, heavy bombardment destroyed the hospital. Doctors were saved 
but many patients got killed. We put the survivors in bullock-carts 
and tried to reach Rangoon but British guerrillas besieged us. We were 
made prisoners of war and brought to Rangoon. 


Q. What were your experiences as a prisoner of war? 


A. Our regiment was separated from others, but I was not tortured. 
During interrogation, they always asked if Japan was better than Britain. 
I replied that we had nothing to do either with Britain or Japan. We 
just want our independence. I asserted that we were not going to 
be enslaved by the Japanese and would make our own independent 
government. 


However, the Scot soldiers of British army appreciated us. They 
always said that we had done a noble job. These soldiers did not like 
Britain. Many of them confided to us, "Yes, nothing is greater than 
freedom. We also want to attain it." 


Q. When were you released? 


A. I was kept under house arrest till March 1946. I was the last 
person to be released. By that time, the trial was over and the 
Constituent Assembly was being constituted. After my release, | 
returned to India. 


Q. You were a born revolutionary. In those turbulent days, what 
did you do after coming back to India? 


A. The decision of partition was finally taken by that time. The 
euphoria of the movement was over and Pakistan was being carved 
out. The atmosphere was vitiated by hatred, animosity and mad frenzy. 
We devoted one year exclusively to help INA soldiers, released from 
North East countries. 


The ex-servicemen of British army got pension. But the emigrant 
Indians, who joined INA, were living in penury. They were released 
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from POW camps and sent on ships to India. Most of them were 
unaware of their homes and relatives here. No one was willing to listen 
to them. We went to Madras and with the help of some friends, formed 
Relief Committee. Kamrajji was the president of Congress Party’s 
Madras unit. He helped us a lot. A big relief camp was established 
and we toiled hard to sent INA soldiers to their homes. Employment 
was also arranged for some soldiers. But all these efforts were not 
enough as there were about 30 thousand civilian soldiers. 


Q. Tell us something about Captain Sehgal. When did you get 
married? 


A. We got married in 1947. We were acquainted with each other 
from the day of action. By 1947, trial was over. Captain Sehgal was 
Military Secretary to Netaji, then he became Regiment Commander and 
was arrested in Burma during action. Earlier, he was in British army. 
There is an interesting incident. The British Colonel with whom he 
had worked, was asked, "whom would you like to receive your Medal 
from?" The Colonel said, "From Captain P.K. Sehgal." The British Army 
Headquarters reminded him that Sehgal was a traitor. The Colonel said, 
"That I don’t know. You had asked my choice. I have told you. Now 
it is upto you to award me or not." 


Q. You had done some relief work during Bangladesh war. Please 
tell something about it. 


A. Padmaja Naidu was the Governor of West Bengal at that time. 
I wrote to her volunteering for relief work. She replied that it would 
be difficult for me to work as I did not understand Bengali; instead, 
I might collect and send money, medicines etc. Meanwhile, an appeal 
on behalf of Jyoti Basu appeared in newspapers asking doctors for 
voluntary work. I reached Calcutta, joined Peoples’ Relief Comittee 
and went to border alongwith the medical team. I worked there for 
five to six weeks. The job was difficult, there were firings and 
bombardments, but I was long accustomed with such circumstances. 


Q. What are your spheres of activities other than medical practice? 


A. I have been associated with Janwadi Mahila Samiti. I am its 
National Vice-President. In Chennai, I attended its executive meeting. 
After that, I attended a state confernece in Kerala. Netaji’s centenary 
is already going on and I have other engagements also. 


Q. I met many revolutionaries. They are all perturbed over the 
state of affairs today. 


A. No. This is not correct. We fought for a cause, for freedom, 
for total independence. I know that the circumstances are frustrating 
but it does not mean that all our struggle has gone in vain. No, that 
struggle has not lost, its impact can still be felt—but our revolutionaries 
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have also faltered. Most of them particularly the women revolutionaries 
- the heroic women of Bengal like Shanti, Suniti and others are holed 
in their families - living in total inertia. After all, our movement was 
not over. We were supposed to start a new chapter. Look at me. I 
could have opted for a passive, comfortable, homely life. We have 
watched this country keenly from the very early days. We have seen 
when and where this rot had started. We should have stopped it by 
raising our voice. But we kept quiet. We remained aloof. How could 
you leave a cause midway which you yourself had pioneered? Unless 
the goal is achieved, how can you sit silent and aloof? I did not remain 
silent. I am answerable to the children—to the future generations of 
this country. Then, how could I sit at ease? I strived hard and still 
striving for the cause. 


ULLOOR GOPI 
A FIREBRAND FREEDOM FIGHTER 


Born in a rich aristocratic family, 
Ulloor Gopi was drawn towards the national 
struggle by socialist thoughts. He abandoned 
his studies and participated in the freedom 
struggle. He was arrested five times for bis 
various activities in freedom struggle like 
possessing a revolver and probibited litera- 
ture, involvement in conspiracy against the 
British Government etc. In Quit India 
Movement bis contribution could be called 
historical. In 1942 he hoisted the Congress 
tri-colour atop the Travancore Secretariat 
building at Thiruvananthapuram risking his 

~ Life. 

Shri Gopi is a shining example of a spirited freedom fighter, 
who despite his wealth and background took the brave step of 
participating in the struggle whole-heartedly. 


At present this ailing old man, is almost bed ridden. S. Gopa 
Kumar presents a detailed account of Shri Gopi’s participation in 
freedom struggle and constant confrontation with the British 
government. 


Shri Ulloor Gopi is a firebrand fighter. His life is a saga of 
constant confrontation. He was born in an aristocratic Nair family 
in Trivandrum city. His father late Thundathil Shri Velu Pillai was 
a senior Advocate of Travancore High Court. Shri Gopi lived with 
his father inside Trivandrum Fort very near to the Royal Palace. 
His family was closely associated with the Palace. Those days a 
number of his relatives were serving in the Palace and in Sri 
Padmanabhaswamy Temple establishments. The family got immense 
wealth as gift from the Maharaja. In fact any person with this 
background would not have normally jumped into the freedom 
movement. Like himself Shri Velu Pillai wanted his son Gopi also 
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to become a famous Advocate. Gopi’s uncle was the first class 
Magistrate of Trivandrum. As the family was immensely rich neither 
his father nor his mother Ammukutty Amma wanted their son to 
become a political leader. 


He studied only upto Intermediate. In the Intermediate class at 
Arts College, Trivandrum late Shri N. Srikantan Nair, M.P. and late Shri 
Sankaranarayanan Thampi, former Speaker of Kerala Assembly were 
his classmates. In the afternoon they used to gather at a nearby lodge 
and play cards to while away their time. One day a new person joined 
them. He was none other than the famous freedom fighter Shri Ponnara 
Sreedhar. He was then a Socialist and a disciple of Shri M.N. Roy. 
He started bringing socialist literature to the lodge which used to lead 
to serious political discussions. 


And thus Ulloor Gopi, the freedom fighter was born. Inspired 
from Ponnara Sreedhar he abandoned his studies and immersed in 
the struggle for India’s independence. He participated in all the 
movements led by the State Congress which were part of the national 
freedom struggle. Shri Gopi then became the Secretary of Trivandrum 
Taluk State Congress Committee. He was arrested by the police five 
times, convicted and sent to Central prison for his role in the freedom 
struggle. He was also arrested in an extradition warrant issued by 
the then Madras Governor and detained in Ernakulam Sub-Jail which 
was then in the state of Cochin. He was arrested in September 1941 
under Defence of Travancore Act for possessing a revolver and 
prohibited communist literature. He was sentenced to four years 
imprisonment in a conspiracy case. But after 7 months he was 
released from the prison. His role in the Quit India Movement is 
a part of the history. He actively participated in the movement 
evading arrest. He had the courage to hoist the tricolour atop the 
Travancore Secretariat at Trivandrum alongwith other comrades on 10 
August 1942. 


Thereafter for a few years till 1944 he went underground and 
participated in all activities to achieve the final goal. 


At Shangumukon in 1938, Ulloor Gopi violated the prohibitory 
orders and joined a march holding the Congress tricolour. Police 
arrested him and threw him into the vehicle. Severe torture followed. 
For 3 hours police beat him mercilessly. In the same year it was 
decided to hold the First Conference of the State Congress at 
Trivandrum. The Government took all precautions to ensure that such 
a Conference should not be held within the city limits But Gopi 
and others decided to organise the Conference at any cost and at 
Vattiyoorkavu huge parndals were erected in no time. The army of 
the then Diwan C.P. Ramaswamy Iyer demolished the pandals and 
left behind only arecanut poles. On December 22 the President of 
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State Congress reached Thampanoor Railway Station. The Railway 
Station gave the look of a Police-raj. At the same time Vattiyoorkavu 
ground was surrounded by the police who would not to allow in 
even a single Congress worker. To the surprise of the police 
thousands of people rushed to the spot and hoisted the Congress 
flag. At the same time the procession lead by Shri A. Narayana Pillai, 
President of the State Congress who reached Thampanoor Railway 
Station in time was not allowed to proceed to Vattiyoorkavu. This 
resulted in two meetings—one at Thampanoor and the other at 
Vattiyoorkavu. Although arrest warrants were issued after a couple 
of days leaders like Shri Gopi, Shri N. Sreekantan Nair and Shri M.N. 
Govindan Nair escaped to Ernakulam. But the Diwan somehow wanted 
to arrest Gopi. The Police ultimately reached the building where he 
was hiding and arrested him. 


Ulloor Gopi had the occasion to meet Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Sardar Patel. During the general election of 1954 Shri Gopi 
was a Congress candidate in Kazhakuttom consistuency. Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru came to Trivandrum and canvassed for the Congress 
candidates. At that time he got the opportunity to travel with Panditji 
in an open jeep from Trivandrum to Attingal. Panditji introduced him 
to the people and requested them to vote for him and other Congress. 
candidates. He was also associated with E.M.S. Namboodiripad, A.K. 
Gopalan, K. Kelappan, Moithu Moulavi and K. Kamaraj during that 
period. 


Shri Gopi was imprisoned in the Central jail five times between 
1938 and 1947 for his various anti-government activities. Several 
top ranking leaders of various parties were his colleagues during 
his prison days. A few among them were Shri T.M. Verghese, Shri 
T.V. Thomas, Shri C. Kesavan, Shri Ponnara Sreedhar, Shri M.N. 
Govindan Nair, Shri K.C. Mamman Mapillai, Smt. Rosamma Punnoose, 
Shri C.P. Mathan, Smt. Akkamma Cherian, Smt. Annie Muskreen. Gopi 
was arrested and convicted for violating prohibitory orders in 1939. 
He was arrested and detained in Central Jail, Trivandrum for 7 
months. Again in 1940 he was arrested and kept in Central jail 
for 5 months under Security Act. In 1946 he was arrested for 
leading a hunger march within the Government Secretariat and 
detained in Central Jail for 7 months. 


Shri Gopi was the founder member of the Indian Communist Party 
in Trivandrum. In 1948 the Communist Party gave call for struggle 
after their Calcutta thesis. Shri Gopi was arrested and as a detenue 
he was put in the Central jail. Later he resigned from the Communist 
Party and joined the Indian National Congress and became its District 
Secretary. He was a member of the State Congress Committee too. 
He became a member of the Kerala-Pradesh Congress and held several 
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responsible positions in the Organisation. For the last few years his 
health has deteriorated and he is almost bed-ridden. 


The police atrocities have taken a toll on his health. He is almost 
bed-ridden now. However, it does not hold him back for expressing 
his views about. India in post-independence period. One thing which 
saddens him the most is the partition of India after independence. 
He feels that the freedom fighters have sacrificed their everything to 
see the united India after independence. He is of the view that a 
great country like India must keep its political and traditional values 
alive to march ahead. He has tremendous faith in India’s long and 
rich heritage and also on the youth of the country who in his view 
have vast potential to uphold India’s glory. Ulloor Gopi feel that 
although a lot of progress has been made since independence in 
many spheres today the moral values are largely forgotten. This ailing 
veteran freedom fighter lives in a small house at Kochuveli away from 
the heart of the city and away from the present day politics with 
vivid memories of the last six decades. Today he can not actively 
associate himself with any movement. But his will power is strong 
and vision of future India clear. He advises the future generation to 
uphold the desires and aspirations of those who sacrificed everything 
for the cause of our country’s freedom. 


RADHANATH RATH 
A TRUE FIGHTER WITH PEN 


Radbanath Rath, now 100 years old, 
played a vital role in the freedom struggle 
by creating public opinion against the 
atrocities of the British Government through 
his writings in ‘Samaja’, a daily which he 
has been editing for several decades now. 
‘Samaja’ became an effective weapon for this 
fearless patriot to fight against the British 
Government relentlessly and in the process 
ne 4a helped in kindling a sense of patriotism 
\ : _ among the masses. In bis writing be exposed 
| pero y the British regime to such an extent that be 

. became the prime target of British Govern- 
ment. Consequently be was arrested and tortured by the British 
Government and the publication of ’Samaja’ was banned. Still it did 
not deter Rath to clandestinely print and circulate the tabloid with 
the same spirit. 


Following is an account of Radhanath Rath’s fearless fight against 
the British Government as told to Satya Ray. 


Dr Radanath Rath, the centenarian editor of the Samaja, needs 
no introduction in Orissa. He is a veteran journalist, a front ranking 
freedom fighter, a well-known social activist and a seasoned politician. 
Born in the last decade of 19th Century Radanath Rath has involved 
himself quite closely in the social, political and cultural life of Orissa 
during the 20th Century. His primary concern is the welfare of the 
people and all through his life he has fought relentlessly to solve 
various problems of the masses. In each and every sphere of life his 
direct and indirect contribution and cooperation is distinctly felt. 


This gifted man of Orissa was born on 6 December, 1897 to Shri 
Jagannath Rath and Smt. Kamala Devi at Radhanathpur Shasan of 
Athgarh Sub-Division of Cuttack district. 
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Right from his childhood Radhanath Rath was exceptionally 
brilliant, serious and independent minded. He had his primary education 
at his home town Athgarh, and then he moved to Balasore for higher 
education. He passed the Middle English School Examination with merit 
and then joined Ravenshaw College of Cuttack. In 1916 he passed 
the entrance examination in Ist division. Young Radanath was interested 
in studying medical science. 


But his financial difficulties stood against his wishes. Finding no 
alternative Radhanath Rath joined as a clerk in the forest department. 
He was posted at Chaibasa of Singbhum district of Bihar. Before joining 
the British government service he had a stint at Sadhana Press of 
Sambalpur and Sambalpur Police Office. 


On the advice of Pt. Gopabandhu Das, he resigned from the job. 
in 1919 and joined as a teacher in Satyabadi Van Vidyalaya (Open 
School). At that time weekly Samaja was being published from 
Satyabadi. He was made in charge of Satyabadi Press. Since then he 
has served the paper and people uniterruptedly. 


During the freedom struggle he created public opinion against 
the atrocities of the British government through his writings in Samaja. 
His write-ups stirred a sense of patriotism among the masses and he 
took a leading role in anti-British campaign. 


Replying to a question he said that the patriotism, devotion, 
dedication and selfless sacrifice of Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, Lala Lajpat Rai, and Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
inspired him to join the freedom struggle. 


He fought relentessly against the atrocities and the repressive 
regime of the British government through Samaja and other fora. His 
singleminded devotion to the cause of the motherland ultimately made 
him one of the savant freedom fighters of India. 


During the first half of the 20th century the message of freedom 
struggle and national independence was spreading like wild fire to the 
nooks and corners of India. By that time some of the native rulers 
of the then garbjats were exploiting and subjugating the people like 
anything. The subjects of Athgarh, Baramba, Narasinghpur, Dhenkanal, 
Talcher, Daspalla, Nilgiri and Nayagarh were the worst sufferers. The 
plight of the people agonised Radhanath Rath. He hit upon a plan 
to save the people from the barbarian Rajas. In 1931 he along with 
Balunkeswar Acharya formed a Garhjat Praja Sammilani (Native State 
people’s League). During this period he narrated the incidents of 
atrocities of the native rulers boldly and vividly in Samaja. Through 
his editorials and special colums he urged the people to resist and 
fight against the atrocities of the native rulers. Garhjat movement was 
a glorious chapter of India’s freedom struggle. 
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He played a vital role during the 1942 Quit India Movement. 
His bold and fearless writings in Samaja kindled the light of nationalism 
and patriotism in the hearts and minds of the people of Orissa. This 
made him the prime target of British government. He was arrested 
by the British government in 1942 under the Security Act. First he 
was put into Cuttack Central jail and subsequently transferred as a 
political prisoner to Berhampur jail. He was incarcerated till 1944. 
During his prison days he translated the famous work 'Das Kapital’ 
into Oriy2z and wrote "Mo Jailsmrutilipi" (My prison diary). He also wrote 
the short life histories af leaders like Gandhiji, Frontier Gandhi, Lalajee 
and Pt. Gopabandhu Das and in several poems in "Mo Jailsmrutilipi" 
he had portrayed the then social, political and economic life of Orissa 
and collected valuable information from the co-prisoners about the 
freedom struggle. 


During the freedom struggle many children came to the forefront 
and formed a brigade. This was known as “Banar Sena” ar Monkey 
brigade. British government dealt mercilessly with the members of this 
brigade. Radhanath Rath exposed horrific picture of British brutalities 
and repression in the Samaja and helped in creating a strong public 
opinion against the foreign regime. This act of Radhanath Rath boosted 
the morale of the freedom fighters and the independence movement 
got a filip in Orissa. He was involved both directly and indirectly in 
the "Lavan Satyagraha" (Salt Satyagraha), Quit India Movement and Do 
or Die Movement. As a result the British government came down 
heavily on him and he was tortured in various ways. 


Radhanath Rath took a leading role in spreading and propagating 
the massage of truth, peace and non-violence of Gandhiji to the nooks 
and corners of Orissa. After independence he involved himself in nation 
building activities in the same spirit and zeal as he did during the 
freedom struggle. 


During independence movement, British government muzzled and 
banned the publication of Samaja for sometime. This move did not 
deter brave Radhanath Rath. He clandestinely set up a Litho machine 
in Athgarh and printed tabloids containing news relating to national 
movements and circulated it among the people. 


His political career is also very eventful. His home constituency 
Athgarh so to say was his Pocket borough. He represented this seat 
to the Orissa Legislative Assembly from 1942 to 1977, except between 
1961 and 67. He was Cabinet Minister for finance, education, supply 
and development during 1951 to 1961 in the Orissa Government. 


He has headed many organisations. He has chaired the all India 
president Post of Lok Sevak Mandal and now leads the Orissa branch 
of the institution. He was also the Pro-Chancellor of Orissa University 
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of Agriculture and Technology. Apart from this he has served many 
social and cultural organisations of the state quite successfully by 
becoming its head or chief patron. 


He is reputed for his fearless and impartial journalism. Objectivity 
is his hall-mark. Through his thought-provoking editorials he has 
exposed corruption, nepotism and mismanagement. His acerbic pen 
was always against corruption and injustice. 


He is the president of Samaja Relief Fund and Utkal Relief 
Committee. During flood, cyclone, drought and other natural calamities, 
he reaches first to the affected people with help and relief materials. 
His relief works have been highly praised by all. 


He has been honoured and awarded by several noted organisations 
of the country and the State for his outstanding services in the fields 
of Oriya literature, journalism and social service. 


He has authored many books and most of them are published. 
Satya Sandha (collection of 7 essays) Bandir Marma vani (collection 
of poems) and Jibi Aarapaariki (poems) are notable among them. 


He has taken up very high positions during his lifetime and is 
regarded as a very important personality of the state. In spite of that 
he maintains a very low profile. His multifaceted personality, calibre, 
peerless service, dedication and dutifulness would certainly inspire the 
youth. 


SHANTIBHAI PATEL 
A ZEALOUS REVOLUTIONARY 


Dr Shantibbai Patel was born and brought up in an atmosphere 
which was charged with patriotic fervour. So familiar was he with 
the terms like ‘Satyagraha’ and ‘Swadeshi’ Movement and so motivated 
was he by the freedom movement that at the age of 7 he accompanied 
his aunts when they picketed liquor shop and persuaded people to 
join Satyagraha. Later as a student he organised a revolutionary group 
and disrupted communication services like railway and telephone. He 
was also involved in making explosives and once during this process, 
due to some mishap, be lost one eye and injured himself badly. He 
was also arrested for this and put in solitary confinement. His wife 
Indumati was also no less a freedom fighter who during the Quit 
India Movement organised secret meetings, carried messages from 
underground freedom fighters and was arrested a number of times. 


In a_ conversation with Sandhya Mebta, this firebrand 
revolutionary recalls his eventful life during freedom struggle. 


When I met Dr Shantibhai Patel, I could hardly believe that this 
was the hardcore revolutionary dreaded by the British government. He 
is soft spoken, friendly and affectionate. His wife Indumati Patel, 
though, shows some signs of revolutionary zeal. ) 


Shantibhai Ramanbhai Patel was born on 23 March 1922 in Baroda. 
Those were the days of Non-cooperation Movement launched by 
Gandhiji. His grandfather, Narasinhbhai Patel, was a freedom fighter 
and reformer. He brought out a magazine called Patidar. Through its 
columns he advocated better deal for women, campaigned against 
giving and taking of dowry, a practice which stills ails the society. 
His house in Anand was the focal point of national movement in Kaira 
District. 


In 4911 Narsinhbhai was exiled by Sayajirao Gaekwad from the 
Baroda State on the promptings of the British government. The reason 
was, he had written books in Gujarati with misleading titles such as 
Sabu Banavani Reet (Methods of Making Soap). Vanaspatini Davao 
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(Herbal Medicines) and similar other titles. But the contents of the 
books were entirely different. In fact, those books carried information 
about making explosives. As a result he was asked to leave the State. 
Obviously he could not have stayed in the British territory. As the 
saying goes the sun never set on the British Empire—most of the 
countries in the world were under British occupation. So the obvious 
choice for him was German East Africa because Germany was the only 
country which could give him asylum. 


On the expiry of his period of exile Narasinhbhai settled down 
in Anand. He took active part in the freedom struggle with his social 
reform zeal. His house hosted the meetings of the Congress leaders 
of Gujarat. Narasinhbhai was a household name. Groups of students 
visited him almost everyday for his advice. 


This was the family atmosphere in which Shantibhai was born. 
From birth he was quite familiar with ‘Satyagraha’ and ’Swadeshi 
Movement’. 


Shantibhai said, "At the age of 7, along with my two aunts I took 
part in the Non-cooperation Movement. I accompanied my aunts when 
they went out for distributing pamphlets and persuading the people 
to join the satyagraha. I also accompanied them when they picketed 
in front of the liquor shops. 


The atmosphere in the house was charged. My entire family, 
grandparents and the aunts were either in jail or out holding political 
meetings. My parents were in Africa. So it was decided to send me 
to school. My grandfather wanted to give me primary education at 
home as he had done in the case of my aunts. My father was brought 
up by his grandfather. I went to D.N. High School, Anand. It was one 
of the national schools. The students here were mostly from the 
families of freedom fighters. I eagerly looked forward to vacations in 
order to accompany my aunts for political activities. 


The freedom movement did not interfere with my studies. In 
1939, I passed the matriculation examination with distinction. I then 
joined the Gujarat College in Ahmedabad for B.Sc in Chemistry. In 
the college hostel there were some revolutionary students. My 
friendship with them was my initiation in the revolutionary activities. 


On 23 March, 1942, the Cripps Mission came to Delhi to seek 
India’s support for the British against Germany in the Second World 
War. The Cripps proposals were not acceptable to the Congress. 
Gandhiji described them as a ‘post-dated cheque drawn on a crashing 
bank’ and advised Cripps to take the next plane home. After the 
failure of the Cripps Mission the Congress passed a resolution asking 
the British to withdraw from India. In pursuance of that resolution 
in August 1942, Gandhiji asked the British to quit India and called 


26 FREEDOM FIGHTERS REMEMBER 


upon the Indians to paralyse the Government by strikes and other 
non-violent activities. He asked the satyagrahis not to rest till the 
British left the country and freedom was achieved. His message was 
‘Do or Die’. The next day after Gandhiji’s call to the nation all the 
Congress leaders were arrested. Though the movement was expected 
to be non-violent the youth of the country took to violent activities. 
The more the British Government tried to suppress them the more 
violent they became. 


The most active group in the movement was that of the students. 
They came out on the streets. Their aim was to drive out the British 
from India and to see them defeated in the war. In order to blockade 
the war efforts they took to the destruction of railway and 
communication lines. I too decided to join the movement. So I went 
to Anand to inform my grandfather Narasinhbhai, who was expecting 
arrest any time, about my decision and also to know from him how 
he made bombs. My grandfather was a revolutionary turned Gandhian. 
He did not approve of my decision and refused to divulge any 
information. He said,’If you want to join the movement, I won't stop 
you. But do not get into revolutionary activities. That way freedom 
cannot be won. Follow Gandhiji’s methods’. 


My grandfather’s advice had no effect on me. The only reply 
I gave was ’I will see’. With these words I left the house. I did not 
see other members of my family as I did not want to hurt them. 
As I was leaving I looked back, I saw tears in my grandfather’s eyes. 


On my return to Ahmedabad I organised the students of my 
college into a revolutionary group and chalked out a plan of action. 
Our target was the communication service on which the British 
depended for transfer of war material and troops. We started with 
disrupting the train service. Our modus operandi was to get into the 
train, about ten to twelve at a time, all in different compartments. 
Each of us by- turn would pull the chain, stop the train and disappear 
in the fields. Then we removed the fish plates of railway tracks which 
derailed the trains. In this way movement of all the trains which passed 
via Baroda and Ahmedabad was hampered. We destroyed the telephone 
lines between Bhavnagar and Ahmedabad. 


So far what I did only delayed the movement of troops and 
war material. What I wanted was the complete blockade. That could 
be done only by using explosives. I was looking for a place where 
I could make bombs and also some persons to work with me. I 
was at that time in B.Sc. final year. My problem was solved on its 
own. The revolutionaries were looking for a science student who 
knew how to make explosives. For them I was an ideal choice for 
I was a chemistry student and more than that I was an active freedom 
fighter". 
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One day a friend of Shantibhai went to his room and gave him 
a note which carried the name and address of a person named 
Bhagawandas. | 


Shantibhai recalls "My friend told me to see the person. The 
Person’s address was ’Lambi Sheri, Jamalpur, Ahmedabad.’ I went there. 
The house was in a narrow winding lane. With great difficulty I located 
the house. The addressee I had gone to meet was afi the first floor. 
There were two small rooms on either side of the staircase. In one 
of the rooms there were huge boxes of potassium chloride and 
glycerine. Nearby a man was mixing the two chemicals to make 
handgrenades. Later on I came to know that his name was Chawdhary. 
Since I knew about the chemicals, I told the man that what he was 
doing was very dangerous. But he did not pay any attention to my 
warning. He was in a hurry—he wanted to make about forty to fifty 
Srenades by the end of the day and leave Ahemdabad at night. He 
sought my help in finishing the job. : 


As I told you earlier, I knew that making grenades in a small 
place was dangerous. But the thrill of making bombs was 
overwhelming: | was myself planning to make explosives. Here 1 was 
getting Everything ready. I too started mixing the chéfhiieals. I could 
have hardly worked at it for about half an hour when thefé was an 
explosion. I do not remember what happened thereafter. When | 
gained conciousness I was lying in the hospital under police custody— 
badly injured and had fost an eye. Chowdhary had suffered more 
injuries than I had. One of his arms had been blown off. The police 
had recovered from my pocket the note with the name and address 
which my friend had given me. 


On being interrogated by them I fabricated a story and said 
‘I was studying in the hostel when Bhagawandas came and asked 
me to join him at the address mentioned in the note to organise 
a rally of the students. I went there to meet Bhagawandas. As soon 
as I entered the house there was an explosion. 1 do not know 
Chaudhary’. 


Chowdhary too in his statement said that he did not know 
Shantibhai. 


There was no such person by the name of Bhagwandas as 
mentioned in the note. The fictitious name was given to mislead the 
police. The remarkable thing is that immediately after the blast the 
handgrenades were stolen from the house. It speaks volumes of how 
well-organised the movement was. The stolen grenades were used to 
blow an electric sub-station. 


Shantibhai was kept in solitary confinement for one year as an 
undertrial. Later he was released due to lack of evidence. 
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Shantibhai said “After my release the Gujarat College refused to 
take me back. I was in the final year of B.Sc. when I was injured 
and arrested. Wadia College, Pune gave me admission from where I 
passed B.Sc. examination in 1944-45. I then went to Anand where 
my grandfather was to spend some time with me. 


After some time I joined the Royal Institute of Science for a 
doctorate degree in Chemistry. Following that I took up the job of 
Scientific Adviser in the same Institution. However, frustrated by too 
many bureaucratic restrictions, I left the job and started my own 
business". 


In the meantime Shantibhai married Indumati Desai, also a 
freedom fighter. Her parents were also freedom fighters. In 1942 during 
the Quit India Movement when most of the adult satyagrahis were 
in jails, she organised secret meetings, printed newspapers and 
distributed them, provided first aid to the injured volunteers and carried 
messages from and to underground freedom fighters. For her daring 
work she was known as Indumati Azad. She was able to dodge arrest 
a number of times but was ultimately arrested and taken to Sabarmati 
jail, She was sentenced to 9 months’ imprisonment. 


When she joined the freedom struggle she was only a matriculate. 
On her release from jail she wanted to resume her studies but none 
of the Universities of Gujarat was prepared to admit her. So she joined 
Benares Hindu University and later completed her M.A. in Social Work 
from Baroda University. 


When she married Dr. Shanibhai, Indumati was doing social work 
in Baroda. After marriage the couple moved to Bombay. Dr Shantibhai 
got involved in his business while Induben continued her social work. 
She contested elections from Panchmahal for the Assembly and won. 
She was a member of the Social Welfare Board and Prison Reform 
Committee in Bombay. 


Chowdhary was sentenced to six years’ imprisonment. He was 
released in 1947 along with other political detenues when India became 
independent. 


At present Dr Shantibhai Patel and Indumati are leading a quiet, 
retired life. Their children, a daughter and a son, are in USA. 


JAYANTI PRANLAL THAKORE 
PATRIOT PAR EXCELLENCE 


Jayanti Pranlal Thakore’'s participation 
in freedom struggle is long and eventful. It 
begins in 1928 with his participation in the 
boycott of the Simon Commission. In 1930 
be joined the famous Dandi March of 
Gandbiji. He took active part in printing 
and distributing pamphlets against the 
British government, picketing foreign clothes 
shops, liquor shops etc. He was one of the 
leaders of Dbharasan Satyagraha during 
which he was severely beaten up by the 
police. He was selected as Individual 
Satyagrabi in 1941 but was soon arrested. 
His activities became more vigorous during Quit India Movement 
when he involved himself in revolutionary activities like harassing 
the police and bomb throwing. It was during this movement when 
all the prominent leaders were arrested he directed the movement 
in Ahmedabad as 'Shehar Suba’ running bis parallel government for 
four months. He baffled authorities by issuing ordinances which 
people diligently followed. 


In a long and frank chat with Minakshi Thakar, this commited 
lover of motherland reflects on the memories of his glorious past. 


Jayanti Pranlal Thakore was born on 4 March 1913 in Lalpur, a 
small village near Jamnagar District. He lost his father at the age of 
seven and his three brothers, sister and mother were left behind to 
struggle with life. Life for Jayantibhai, the eldest among five children, 
was very hard. But his mother had taught lessons of bravery to him. 
Hence he started selling newspapers, painted signboards, sewed 
clothes, repaired cycles and earned livelihood. His mother also taught 
him to fight agains injustice; in other words, she taught him to fight 
for right causes throughout his life. 


Q: What was the inspiration behind joining the freedom struggle? 
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A: From my childhood I had been active as a Scout. I was selected 
to go to London for Scout training, but neither my mother nor I wished 
to salute or pay respect to the British Queen. 


I joined a Vyayamshala (gymnasium) near my residence; there 
Shri Ranchhod patel and Bhadra Sharma started the training of youth 
to fight for independence. Once, Devpriyaji, a freedom fighter, visited 
the gymnasium and advocated naturopathy to keep fit and fight for 
our nation. After some days Shri Kameshwar Rao from Andhra Pradesh, 
also visited the Vyayamshbala and inspired us to fight against the British 
empire. At that time, Gandhiji was in Sabarmati Ashram at Ahmedabad, 
planning for Dandi March and Salt Satyagraha. The Arya Samaj was 
established by Dayanand Saraswati. Indulal Yagnik, Javanlal Barrister 
and Purani Brothers started the Arya Samaj unit in the Vyayamsbala 
and trained the youth to fight against British rule. 


Q: Would you please tell me a little about your education, your 
activities in school and college days? 


A: I managed to study up to matriculation. I enrolled myself for 
medical studies, but for the fire of patriotism burning in my heart, 
I could not start medical studies. However, my aptitude was for the 
medical line only. 


I had formed the Vanarsena (Monkey Brigade) to fight for 
freedom, against social evils and injustice and taught them daily 
exercise, flag salutation, shooting, Lathi Dao, route marching and night 
camps. I also educated people about the acts of cruelty commited 
by the Britishers in the 1857 Revolt and in other cases. 


In 1928 I took the lead in boycotting the Simon Commission. 


In 1930, I joined the the famous Dandi March. All of us went 
up to Aslali, near Ahmedabad. Gandhiji told us to return and advised 
us to take active part in the constructive programmes. 


In 1933, I with three other friends cycled up to Kashmir from 
Ahmedabad to promote culture, national integration and patriotism. We 
had wonderful experiences during the Kashmir tour. 


Gandhiji asked us to start constructive work. So I joined a mill 
on the suggestion of Shri Ranchhod Patel. There were labour problems 
in the mill. The workers were not given proper wages. So I fought 
for their wages and rights. The managment wanted Hindus and Muslims 
to fight among themselves. Officers of the mill used to recover money 
from the salary of workers on pay day. The workers were helpless. 
I stopped this by organising a mill workers’ union and fought against 
injustice. — 


During my service in the mill, I lost my best friend Bhasker Lakhia, 
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who was severely beaten up by the police for taking part in satyagraha. 
He died in police custody. It was a blow to me. I lost interest in 
the mill job and left it. 


Q: Kindly tell us something about your involvement in the 
freedom struggle. Were you given any important assignments during 
that period? 


A: In the Khadia gymnasium of Ahmedbad, we were given the 
national programmes for defying the British rule. 


We the members of the Vanar Sena of Khadia Gymnasium went 
to different parts of Ahmedabad, i.e., Kalupur, Jamalpur, Daviapur, 
Sarangpur and Shahpur to create an awareness among people about 
the importance of defying the British rule. 


Congress leaders assigned me the work of painting and 
distributing pamphlets. Harivandan Bhatt, a friend, used to draw 
cartoons of Britishers. Bhaskar Lakhia used to write with his very 
good handwriting. Jayantibhai Choksi used to cyclostyle and Dhirubhai 
Kapadia used to edit the copy. The script writing was done by 
Thakorbhai Thakore with the help of Ramprasad, and the overall 
supervision was done by me. The responsibility of Vanar Sena 
increased day by day. 


Vanar Sena picketed foreign wine shops, foreign clothes shops 
etc. While participating in the Salt Satyagraha, many of them were 
badly beaten up by the police and quite a few died. 


Under the leadership of Shri Narharibhai in the Dharasan 
Satyagraha of 20 May, more then 86 volunteers faced a severe attack 
from the police. Vishnuprasad, K.T. Desai, Vasantrao Hegishte, Bhaskar 
Lakhia and I were leading this Satyagraha. I was beaten with the butt 
of a gun and was thrown in a thorny bush. The villagers treated all 
the freedom fighters after the police went back. 


Again the Vanar Sena started boycotting the government in public. 
Eighteen of us including Suman Munshaw and Madhusudhan Jani were 
arrested but we were freed after some days. Again, the Vanar Sena 
disobeyed Section 144 and many were arrested. Arjunlal, Vishnuprasad 
Desai and I were taken to Sabarmati jail. We were given seven months’ 
rigorous imprisonment. In addition we had to pay a fine of Rs. 100, 
failing which a sentence of one month more of rigorous imprisonment 
was to be awarded. 


Q: Can you recall some of the important incidents during your 
stay in jail? 


A: Mr. Gomes the Jailor, Mr. Martin, the Suprintendent and Mr. 
Lakkhan, Subedar were the officers at Yarabda Jail, where 200 freedom 
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fighters were transferred from Sabarmati Jail. Mr. Lakkhan’s behaviour 
was very inhuman. 


Sindhi Warder behaved inhumanly in the boys’ barrack abusing 
some of them. When the Jail committee visited we decided to put 
our complaints before it. We requested the committee to take us 
to the civil surgeon. The surgeon visited us and got angry when 
he examined the abused boys. He advised immediate treatment to 
them. Mr. Martin and Mr. Lakkhan were angry with me and ordered 
isolation cell punishment for me. I was not allowed to come out 
for even natural calls from that dark cell. There was no improvement 
in food. I rejected food and water. I stopped grinding and started 
fasting. 


Mr. Quince, a committee member, visited after four or five days. 
When he heard about my fasting, he scolded Mr. Martin and others. 
After Mr. Quince left, Martin turned his anger on me. I lost my temper, 
too; I picked up the urine pot’and threw it at Mr. Martin. Immediately 
Mr. Quince was called again. He understood the situation and 
transferred me to another cell. 


Q: Can you recall any incident concerning Mahatma Gandhi, 
Nehruji or Sardar Saheb, which had impressed you the most? 


A: After the jail incident with Mr. Martin, Mr. Quince asked me 
to accompany him the next day to see Gandhiji. I was overjoyed and 
could not believe that I had the good fortune to meet the leader 
of the nation. 


Mr. Quince narrated the whole incident to him. Gandhiji patted 
me and praised me very much, saying that I had enhanced the prestige 
of the Gujarat State. He apologised to Mr. Quince on behalf of me 
for my behaviour with Mr. Martin. He advised me to be a good fighter, 
keeping patience and calmness. My meeting with Gandhiji made me 
happy, more courageous and wise. 


The Gandhi Irwin Pact was through and political prisoners were 
freed. 


After some time Gandhiji came to Ahmedabad and I was called 
to see him. Gandhiji foresaw the importance of wearing khadi for being 
a true freedom fighter and advised me to wear only khadi. I have 
ever since been khadi wearing. 


Gandhiji inquired about our Vanar Sena and advised us to play 
a bigger role. 


In 1931, Gandhiji went for the Round Table Conference but the 
meeting failed, and political leaders were arrested on 1 January 1932. 
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As part of the 1932 Satyagraha, I started going to Harijan localities 
to help them and to propagate evils of untouchability. I worked in 
a night school for Harijans and continued to work for Harijans in Surat. 


During his visit to Ahmedabad in 1934, Jawaharlal Nehru had 
suggested the youth to work among Muslims. So I started working 
among Muslims and was inducted in their Working Committee. 


In 1941, Gandhiji announced Individual Satyagraha. He declared 
Vinobaji as the first satyagrahi, to be followed by Jawaharlal, Sardar, 
Kripalani and others. 


I got enlisted in satyagraha, but the very next day I with Vasantrao 
were arrested and sent to Nasik Jail. We experimented in Naturopathy 
on jail patients. We are discharged from the jail during communal riots 
in 1941. 


On 1 August 1942, I joined the Quit India Movement. 


I met Achyut Patvardhan at Bombay in connection with the Quit 
India Movement. While returning I was caught by I.B. Officers, but 
I escaped and started planning from within the house. I planned 
programmes such as pamphlets distribution for processions, prabhat 
Dheris (early morning processions), harrassing the police and bomb 
throwing etc. 


On 9 August 1942, all important workers namely G.V. Mavalankar, 
Jivanlal Devan, Bhogilal Lala, Jayanti Dalal, Niru Desai and Kashi Parekh 
were arrested. Shri Umabhai Kedia was shot dead. 


I was directing the whole movement as 'Shaher Suba’. Soon | 
came to be known as ‘Jayanand Shaher Suba.’ Mills were closed. There 
was a call for strike. Municipal workers hoisted the tricolour on its 
building and joined the strike. 


Ahmedabad saw the special talent of ’Jayanand Shaher Suba’. I 
established a parallel government. The Britishers were baffled by the 
ordinances issued by me and people obediently followed the orders. 
There was self imposed discipline among people. They paid taxes to 
Jayanand Shaher Suba, and not to the British government. The Durbar 
of Shaher Suba was held in Mandavi ni pole - a street in the core 
of Ahmedabad city. 


There are some names who helped Shaher Suba in the 1942 
movement such as, Devkumariben, Ashok Thakore, Jayantilal Shah, 
Dola Lasanwala, Kanaiyalal Zaveri, Rasiklal Zaveri, Narottam Zaveri, 
Satyendra Mehta, Prabhakar Desai, Mohansingh Solanki, Ushaben Lakhia, 
Rajnibhai Lakhia, etc.. 


Those who were involved in bomb making were Manjulal Desai, 
Dr. Chhotalal Patel, Bakorbhai Patel and others. We all worked like 
soldiers. 
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I ran the parallel government successfully for four months. | 
carried on different activities underground and was never caught by 
the police. 


Q: Can you please tell us about your life after independence 
- social, political, cultural, philosophical, etc.? 


A: Before I talk about my life after independence, let me narrate 
one incident. In 1943, I got married to Mridulaben in Bombay. I had 
to leave Bombay immediately after marriage to work for famine relief 
in Bengal. 


I had a keen desire to see Subhas Babu. I had a chance to go 
to Chitagong, where I saw many relief centres. Mrs. Nellie Sengupta 
was carrying on relief work and I worked with her for some time. 
Afterwords I got a chance to cross the river and go to Burma. As 
soon as we desended from the boat I was caught, handcuffed and 
put in lock-up. Canadjan, British and American commanders announced 
death sentence. Before death my last wish was to meet Nellie 
Sengupta. She came and defended my case. They exempted me from 
death sentence on the condition of my leaving Calcutta. I could not 
see Subhas Babu. 


Q: Can you tell us about your perception of today’s India? 


A: Our times were altogether different. Gandhiji was there to 
guide us personally and through his paper Harijan Bandbu. He wrote 
articles which boosted our morale. Gandhiji believed in moral values 
and advised us to rely on truth. Now-a-days there is nobody to guide 
the youth. He created warriors and workers with moral values. 


His personality was gigantic. It is very difficult to follow his 
footsteps strictly. 1 am not happy with today’s situation. I am helpless 
today, without energy, money and backing. 


Q: What is your message for the future generation? 


A: I feel that the youth of India should be given two years’ 
millitary training, as it is very necessary today for those living abroad. 


MANOJENDU DATTA MAJUMDAR 
| A MAN OF IRON WILL 


Manojendu Datta Majumdar belongs to 
a family of erstwhile East Bengal that 
contributed many freedom fighters who 
dedicated their lives to the freedom of their 
motherland. Manojendu himself was deeply 
motivated by the courageous acts of his elder 
brothers who participated in the freedom 
movement. His elder brother Nabendu’s 
brutal torture at the hands of brute forces 
during Disobediance Movement set his tender 
mind afire to fight against British rule. 
During Quit India Movement, be was detained 
under the Defence of India Rule for defying 
the probibitory orders. As a student activist Manojendu had a brush 
with death on a couple of occasions while protesting against the British 
government but this did not deter him to abandon the fight to 
emancipate his motherland from bondage. 


In the following pages Dipannita Dhar presents a detailed 
account of meaUdem nt Dutta ‘Majumdar's spirited fight against the 
British rule. 


"I have promises to keep, and miles to go before I sleep". Robert 
Frost’s famous lines, made more famous by Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, should 
be the motto of every human being, feels veteran freedom fighter, 
Shri Manojendu Datta Majumdar. A ‘Tamra Patra’ awardee Shri 
Manojendu Datta Majumdar is humble enough to state, "I was not a 
‘neta’ during the freedom struggle, I was only a worker". 


Hailing from the famous Datta Majumdar family of Bajitpur 
(Mymensingh) in the erstwhile East Bengal, that contributed many 
activists in the cause of the freedom movement, Manojendu dedicated 
himself to the service of his motherland at a very tender age. From 
his teenage years he had been deeply impressed by the acts of courage 
and participation in the movement by his elder brothers Niharendu 
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and Nabendu. It was the best of times, in the hi :tory of our freedom 
movement, one which witnessed an array of nolbel men and women, 
to whom the country’s interest came first and their own interest last. 


Manojendu recalls having seen his elder brother Nabendu Datta 
Majumdar leading a group of young men in defiance of the forces 
of the British Raj during the Civil Disobedience Movement, in the early 
1930's and confronting the District Magistrate and police forces, in a 
rural town of East Bengal. His brother had suffered brutal assault and 
torture at their hands and was imprisoned. "This and other such 
incidents set my mind and spirit to the path of struggle for 
emancipation of my country then in bondage", says Shri Datta 
Majumdar. He grew up to be an extremely hot-headed young man 
with a well-built physique. 


When the Quit India Movement commenced under the leadership 
of the Indian National Congress in August 1942, he was then an 
undergraduate student in the Calcutta University. Owing to the prevailing 
ban on organisations and suppression of the movement, they had to 
carry on their agitation under smaller group leaders. He moved from 
Calcutta to his hometown Bajitpur. As Manojendu began to play a 
prominent role in the open movement in defiance of the Raj, he soon 
became a target of the police and their informers. A warrant of arrest 
was issued against his name. After escaping the police dragnet for a 
while, he was eventually arrested in the last week of September 1942. 
He was sent to the Mymensingh District Jail, where under the Defence 
of India Rule (DIR), he was placed in detention (as a 'detenue’), for 
a little more than a year. He was only twenty years old then. 


Shri Datta Majumdar proudly recalls that when he was being 
escorted to the Mymensingh District jail by the police party in a train, 
he was not fettered, as his escorts bore immense faith and respect 
for him. "I had ample opportunities to escape. and having an athletic 
body, I could have jumped out with ease, but I did not want to betray 
my escorts’ trusts", he reminisces. "We never behaved like opportunists 
or self-seeking people", Shri Datta Majumdar asserts. 


After being released from jail, he resumed his academic career. 
At the Calcutta University he joined the youth movement broadly in 
association with the activists of Students’ Congress. He was elected 
Secretary of the Calcutta University Students’ Union. During those days 
Manojendu came in contact with great teachers like Shyama Prasad 
Mukerjee and Dr. Nihar Roy. 


As a student activist, Manojendu had a brush with ‘death’ on two 
occasions. Once when he and his fellow-students were leading a 
procession through Dharmatalla Street, Calcutta, in protest against the 
trial of INA soldiers at Red Fort, Delhi, mounted police fired at them 
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indiscriminately and Rameshwar Banerjee, a student activist, was shot 
dead. Manojendu had another providential escape on the ill-famous 
‘Direct Action Day’ called by Suhrawardy of the Muslim League in August 
1946. Riot broke out when he was on the streets. However, nothing 
could debilitate his spirits and not once did he think of weaning away 
from his movemnent. According to Shri Datta Majumdar, "value-based 
work" was done during their times, under a leadership of extremely 
high calibre. "The mental, moral and spiritual qualities of the men in 
leadership position would be unquestionable", he says, and adds, 
"Opportunism was not unknown in those days, but under the force of 
a true, strong and patriotic leadership, that would be kept at abeyance. 


After living through an independent India for 50 years, the 73- 
year-old Shri Manojendu Datta Majumdar is a disillusioned man. He 
feels that even though the public service field has failed, but he is 
happy to see the advancement in the field of science and technology. 
He is also happy that sportsmen are well placed these days. However, 
the disparities in our society are what pain him the most. He points 
out that while the figures of achievement on paper are so impressive, 
the dearth of blackboards in village schools stares on in the face. 


Shri Datta Majumdar’s message for the younger generation is that 
they should be honest and serious about whatever work they pursue 
and try to enhance their expertise. When opportunity comes to them 
to be office-bearers, they should try to honour the trust bestowed on 
them, and be true to themselves. An individual should always honour 
his own words and always remember "Promises to keep....miles to go...". 


PUSHPALATA DAS 
A TRUE SATYAGRAHI 


Pushpalata Das was born on 27 March 
1915 at North Lakhimpur (Assam). A 
revolutionary from her childhood she was 
grown up in the thick of Independence 
Movement. She organised "Mrityu Babini" 
and "Santi Babhini" which pledged for 
supreme sacrifice in fighting for India’s 
independence. Smt. Das, a convenor of the 
Women’s Wing of Assam Congress Commit- 
tee and as a member of the A.I.C.C. 
vehemently opposed Pandit Nebru, for 
whom she had great respect, on _ the 
question of dragging Assam into the 
"Grouping" and also succeeded in getting 
P.Tandan’s move of amendment to the proposal passed and accepted 
even by Nebru. 


She was a Member of Rajya Sabha from 1951-1961. She travelled 
widely as a Member of Parliamentary delegation to East European 
countries like Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Romania, Poland, Italy, 
Egypt, West Germany, France, England and some parts of Saudi 
Arabia. 


Smt. Das, a proficient writer, was one of the Editors of the 
famous journal "Jayeshri" and also contributed a number of valuable 
articles to the famous journals weeklies/dailies like "Arujn", "Akan", 
"Babi", "Nava Yug", "Assam Sevak", "Natun Assamiya", "Prakash", and 
so on. 


In an interview with Ranu Talukdar Pushpalata Das describes 
in details ber association with various facets of freedom movement. 


In 1930, a girl was thrown out from her school at a tender age 
of fourteen. Her fault was that she alongwith her friends tried to record 
a protest against Bhagat Singh’s hanging order and condoled the death 
of Motilal Nehru in Panbazar Girls High School. Her mother Swarnalata 
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Saikia also refused to apologise to the authority and became the full 
time tutor of her daughter. 


That was the begining of the eventful life of Smt. Pushpalata 
Das, a social worker, former parliamentarian besides a veteran freedom 
fighter. "In February 1930, when I was expelled, my school education 
ended and perhaps from that day, my education of life and struggle 
started" - She recollects. In 1934 she passed matriculation examination 
and joined Benaras Hindu University. After successful completion of 
Intermediate examination, she enrolled her name in Andhra University 
for graduation. She got her M.A. degree in Political Science in 1938 
from the same University. During those days in Benaras, she met Durga 
Bai Deshmukh and became inseparable within a short time. "I met 
’Durgabai’ and she occupied the position of my mother." - She recalls. 
After completing post-graduation, she came back to Assam and joined 
Earle Law College at Guwahati and was elected as Secretary of the 
Union in 1940. During 1938-39 she was also the Vice President of 
Assam Student Federation. Her study in Law came to an end when 
she was jailed for joining Individual Satyagraha. 


From 1940 to 1942 Smt. Das was in Bombay as a member of 
the Women Sub-committee of National Planning Committee. During this 
period she worked extensively with Smt. Mridula Sarabhai and Smt. 
Vijay Lakshmi Pandit. "When we were working together for Sarabhai’s 
Jyoti Sangha and visited many places in Maharashtra and Gujarat, for 
the first time I could realise the strength of constructive work, she 
recalls. 


Smt. Das is an extrovert and independent in nature from her 
childhood. At the age of only six (1921) she jointed 'Banar Sena’ to 
popularise khadi among the people and organised ’Charkha Sangha’. 
Her father was a government employee at that time in Barpeta and 
even he was also compelled by his litthe daughter to wear only khadi. 
Inspired by her mother she took the pledge for freedom and never 
looked back. By coming into contact with several frontline leaders of 
freedom movement she converted herself to a pure Gandhian, but 
that was an age of only flexibility. 


Remembering her early days, in her own words. "I, with the mind 
of a fourteen year old girl, found it difficult to understand how much 
reality was there to dream of a free nation through the process of 
parliamentary politics. India became free and I a Parliamentarian." 


1931. She along with three other girls, Punyaprava Rajkhowa, 
Sarala Saxena and Jyotsna Mazumdar, assembled in a room of Kamrup 
Mahila Samiti in Guwahati. They took an oath. "The command of the 
epoch is our direction. Our only aim will be the freedom of India 
until and unless India regains it’ and they signed with their own blood. 
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‘Mukti Bahini’ was formed but did not last long. That was a mere act 
of emotion of immature mind of the teenagers. 


In 1942, she married a true Gandhian and social worker Shri Amiyo 
Kumar Das despite a strong opposition from all corners and changed 
her workplace from Guwahati to Tezpur. Here, Smt. Das prepared a 
blue-print for further work for organising people with Jyoti Prasad 
Agarwala. 


In Tezpur, she organised 'Peace Force’ (Santi Bahini) and 'Death 
Squad’ (Mrityu Bahini) and was supposed to lead the procession to 
hoist the tri-colour atop the building of Ghopur Police Station. Time 
was critical. Kanaklata took over the charge of the march and got 
the bullets of British rulers. 


The daughter of Rameswar Saikia of Jorhat - ’Makan’ alias 
Pushpalata figured her best in the national level when she vehemently 
opposed Pandit Nehru on the question of dragging Assam into 
‘Grouping’. As a member of the AICC and the convenor of the women’s 
wing of Assam Congress Committee, Smt. Das delivered a remarkable 
speech on that special session and succeeded in getting an amendment 
moved by Shri Purushottam Das Tandon. Gandhiji made a statement 
and the amendment was later passed and accepted by Nehru. Assam 
escaped from its grouping with Bengal. 


About her association with prominent leaders during the freedom 
struggle Pushpalata recalls, "I saw Gandhiji for the first time in 1926 
when he came to attend the Pandu session of the Congress. That time 
I was an eleven year old girl. We sang the opening song. Gandhiji 
and many others liked the song and wanted the translation of the 
song. Dr Banikanta Kakati translated it for him. Every time he came 
to Assam I met him. My last meeting with him was at the time of 
‘Grouping’. Assam Pradesh Congress Committee wanted me to oppose 
the resolution which was to be moved by Panditji at the All India 
Congress Committee (A.I.C.C.). We went for Gandhiji’s blessings. He 
was in Harijan Colony. He blessed us and we were successful. Assam 
was saved. I saw Nehruji for the first time in 1930 when he came 
to Guwahati. Afterwards as a member of Rajya Sabha and also as a 
member of the Congress working committee I met him several times. 
I met Sardar Patel when I was a member of the A.I.C.C. As a member 
of the A.I.C.C. I met all the important leaders of India". 


I was selected by Gandghiji for Individual Satyagraha and I 
remained in jail for two and half months as under trial prisoner. In 
1942 I was arrested under Defence of India Rule and was kept in 
solitary confinement for three and half years. I was ill, so government 
requested me to go on parole. I refused to go on parole. Then the 
government released me unconditionally. But the moment I reached 
home government served me a notice that I was externed from Tezpur 
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municipality and interned within Guwahati municipality. 1 informed 
Deputy Commissioner that I was breaking the humiliating order and 
I was arrested. I was given six months rigorous imprisonment. Gopinath 
Bordoloi and many others requested me not to break the order because 
as a satyagrahi we must not put government in trouble. I told them 
if Gandhiji also disapproves my action - I will not disobey him, but 
I will go on arguing with him - whether I should listen to the dictates 
of my conscience. In reply Gandhiji wrote to Bordoloi 'Had I been 
Bordoloi I would not have interfered with her decision. Pushpalata must 
be allowed to listen to the dictates of her conscience.’ I felt how 
Gandhiji could sense the pulse of the people. That is why he was 
a mass leader". 


In free India too, Pushpalata Das continued with her social welfare 
activities. She was elected as a Member of the Rajya Sabha in 1951 
and retained it for the next term till 1961. In 1959, she visited a 
good number of East European countries as a Member of a 
Parliamentary delegation. She was also a Member of Assam Legislative 
Assembly. 


Besides these, the versatile lady was associated with a number 
of organisations and institutions in various position. Among these All 
India Khadi Board, Planning Commission (women section), Central 
Social Welfare Board, East India Motion Picture Censor Board are worth 
mentioning. Apart from the State Bhudan Gramdan Board she is the 
present Chairperson of Kasturba Memorial Trust, Assam branch. 


Moreover, her interest in reading, gardening and in fine arts is 
well known. During her college days she acquired proficiency in singing 
and dancing. Her performances in two dance dramas ’Amrit Probha’ 
and ‘Chitralekha’ earned her laurels from a cross-section of audience. 
Her performance in Madras was highly praised by stalwarts like C. 
Rajagopalachari and the then Governor of Madras. For sometimes she 
was also the editor of the established and well-known Assamese 
magazine Jayanti. 


When offered 'Tamra Patra’ by the Government she refused to 
accept it and wrote to the then Chief Minister of Assam, Shri Sarat 
Chandra Sinha "With my all profound sense of gratitude to the well 
wishes of the Government I would like to say humbly that I did not 
take part in India’s freedom movement with an intention to get 
someting in return. That was complete by itself with joy- so, I would 
not like to accept your honour ....... . Let the beauty of service remain 
animated". These words, perhaps, can rightly reflect her feelings and 
thoughts of sacrifice. 


Now at 82 she still prays, spins, works in garden, writes for 
newspapers and megazines and attends various meetings and functions 
with a smile of joy and satisfaction. The dedicated lady still says - 
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"For the world, apparently, India has got its freedom in exchange of 
the supreme sacrifice of innumerable brave Indians; but, the time for 
self assessment in the light of self reliance and independence is not 
yet gone by’. 


NIHARENDU DATTA MAZUMDAR 
MEMORIES OF A NONAGENARIAN PATRIOT 


Nibarendu Datta Mazumdar, a close 
associate of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
took active participation in freedom struggle 
during his college days in London. He was 
one of the seven members of a_ secret 
revolutionary group which staged many 
demonstrations against British government 
including the one against Simon Commis- 
sion in which he was severely beaten up by 
British police. He was in close contact with 
Gandbiji, Jinnah and many other great 
leaders of that time. He is reportedly the man 
who persuaded Netaji to take the all 
important step of going underground. 


Dipannita Dhar takes the veteran revolutionary down his memory 
lane. Read on. 


Did Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose decide to go underground on 
his own impulse? Under what circumstances did he take the decision? 
How many of us know the answers to these questions? Very few, 
because this was kept undisclosed for many decades. 


The man who persuaded Netaji to take the vital step was Shri 
Niharendu Dutt Mazumdar, Bar-at-Law, a close associate of Subhas 
Chandra Bose, veteran revolutionary, freedom fighter, who was the 
Judicial Minister in Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy’s cabinet. 


Shri Datta Mazumdar, still walks straight at the ripe age of 93, 
attends court and spellbounds all and sundry with his oration delivered 
in a stentorian voice. With a memory so sharp that would put any 
young man to shame, he still vividly recalls his days during the freedom 
movement and blasts off - "we have been cheated out of independence 
of undivided India!" 


Hailing from an illustrious family of Bajitpur at Mymensingh (now 
in Bangladesh), Shri Datta Mazumdar’s active participation in the 
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freedom struggle began after he went to England in the year 1925. 
In 1926 he joined the University College of London. By the time he 
was with the University College, his sole mission had turned out to 
find ways and means to oust the British from India. He founded a 
body called the Oriental Society. He also enrolled his name for military 
training, but was rejected for being a "Kaala Aadmi" (Black man). The 
British coal miners’ strike fell during his college days and under the 
stewardship of Sir Gregory Foster, he enlisted his name in the 
Organisation of Maintenance & Supply (OMS), who supplied bread, milk 
and other essential commodities to the citizens. 


During those days he would attend various conferences and his 
interjections would draw the attention and applause of many eminent 
personalities. He had refuted the speeches of figures like Sir Uday 
Chand Mahatap, the Maharaja Dhiraj Bahadur of Burdwan and Lord 
Singh. Shri Datta Mazumdar admits that even though he had never 
accepted Marxism as a cult, he felt effective revolutionary strategy 
could be adopted from the Leninist theory. At a conference, he had 
delivered a speech on those lines, which created quite a commotion 
and impression. Sir Suren Mullick rushed to embrace him, kissed him 
on the forehead and exclaimed, "My boy! You remind me of my 
younger days!" It was at this conference that he met Mr. Saukat, who 
suggested that they must get together and do something worthwhile. 


Soon they formed a seven-member secret revolutionary group 
which included Mr. Saukat, Shri Datta Mazumdar, and others. The group 
staged many demonstrations including the one against the Simon 
Commission in which they were severely beaten up by the British 
police. They were labelled as an “aristocratic Communist group" and 
words about them spread not only in the U.K., but also to Denmark 
and France. However, they never joined the Communist Party. 


Talking of his childhood, Shri Datta Mazumdar says he was sent 
to Santiniketan at the age of seven. When the First World War broke 
out, his father brought him back and got him admitted to Bajitpur 
High School. It was then that they got the call to join the Non- 
Cooperation Movement. At that stage, a few words of caution thrown 
by his Head Master, Shri Janaki Nath Roy, left a strong impression 
on his mind. His Head Master had asserted that the Non-Cooperation 
programme was not acceptable at the cost of the boys’ education. 


His days in England witnessed many historical events which have 
remained unpublished till date. During the First Round Table 
Conference in 1930, Rabindranath Tagore was in London. He asked 
Niharendu to meet Md. Ali Jinnah and Sir Probhash Mitter separately 
and urge them to find a solution to the Hindu-Muslim problems. Mr. 
Jinnah told Niharendu that Bengal should give a certain majority to 
Muslims with a joint electorate and penned down this message for 
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Sir Probhash Mitter, But Sir Probhash was sceptical about Mr. Jinnah’s 
suggestion and wanted that this be first published as a statement in 
the newspapers. Actually Sir Probhash was playing in the hands of 
Lord Lloyd. Later on, Mr. Jinnah and Sir Probhash met Gurudev and 
after they left, Tagore, looking very depressed, confided to young 
Niharendu - "Mahatma’s Ahimsa won't be able to make it." He went 
on to say, “at the same time where will you get the weapons?" Tagore, 
according to Shri Datta Mazumdar, respected Mahatma but did not 
accept his political leadership. 


Shri Datta Mazumdar met Md. Ali Jinnah on two other occasions— 
once in London during the Second Round Table Conference, as a 
member of the Indian Federal Students Association, and on another 
occasion after the War broke out, in the early’ 40s. He was very close 
to Netaji at that time. Netaji had sent him to Gandhiji while the 
Mahatma was negotiating with Viceroy Linglithgow. Niharendu carried 
Netaji’s message that if Gandhiji moved away from the stance he had 
taken during the First World War and lead the nation in a violent 
struggle, then Subhas and his men were ready to follow him. But if 
Gandhiji resorted to a deal with the Viceroy, they would begin their 
own struggle. 


After listening to Niharendu intently, Gandhiji said that he should 
first discuss it with Moulana Azad, Rajendra Prasad, Sardar Patel and 
Nehru. Accordingly Niharendu went to Birla House where a meeting 
was going on and gave them Netaji’s message. They only listened 
to him with stone-like countenances. Later Niharendu met Mr. Jinnah 
secretly and both had a discussion lasting for two-three hours. Mr. Jinnah 
invited Subhas Bose and Niharendu to his house and commented - 
“only if Subhas were in a position to deliver the goods, with him | 
would settle it in five minutes. But ........... “ 


Just as these confidential dialogues have remained unpublished, 
so also the event that when Niharendu was attending the League 
against Imperialism - World Congress at Frankfurt he was invited by 
few Russian Comrades to come over to Moscow. But he refused the 
offer saying - "No thanks, your Moscow is full of British spies !" 


After returning to India, Niharendu was given the charge of Labour 
Party, whose cadres were used by the Communist Party. Moscow had 
its eyes on them but said they were too nationalistic. This gave rise 
to plenty of controversy. Niharendu held open dialogues with figures 
like Harry Polit and Rajani Palme Dutt. He also sent his close friends 
Hansraj Agarwala and Karan Singh Mann to Trotsky to find out what 
he felt about the prospects of Indian liberation movement and 
revolution. 


After the War broke out and nothing came out of Netaji’s 
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discussions with Gandhiji, the Congress Working Committee was by 
then boycotting Subhas. Niharendu and Netaji were at Wardha where 
Netaji said that he and his men must meet at an absolute secret place 
to plan their future programme. They went to Lucknow and the only 
man who came to receive them was Rafi Ahmed Kidwai. They put 
up at Netaji’s friend Prof. Nirmal Siddhanta’s place, and held secret 
meetings for several days attended by Swami Sahajanand, Jai Prakash 
Narayan, P.C. Joshi, Netaji and Niharendu. But before the commence- 
ment of the meeting, Netaji had asked Shri Datta Mazumdar for his 
suggestions as to what strategy they night adopt, to which he had 
replied - "Let us take a leaf out of the strategy of the allies of the 
British in the War. They are from separate countries with separate 
armies, but under a single command - with the sole purpose of winning 
the war". Netaji approved his suggestions enthusiastically and adopted 
the formula that during war all forces would work on an agreed 
programme, under a single command. But unfortunately, when the idea 
was put forth during the meeting, most of the members backed out. 
Netaji then asked Niharendu, "Can you go underground right here and 
now?" Shri Datta Mazumdar’s reply was - "Yes and No". He said in 
order to keep up his secret network functioning effectively, he had 
to return to Calcutta. On their way back to Calcutta, Shri Datta 
Mazumdar told Netaji in the train. "I feel I may have dissapointed you 
by not replying in the affirmative, but I have it in mind that it is 
you who should go underground ! You should flee the country like 
Sun-Yat- Sen had done ! The British will have their friends and enemies. 
Many have gone in to exile, but none of your stature ! You have 
the flag of revolutionary freedom. If any Super Power gives you little 
shelter, armed forces will come under your banner". Needless to say, 
Netaji again accepted Niharendu’s idea and asked him to keep this 
a closely guarded secret. 


This historic and all-important dialogue was kept undisclosed by 
Shri Datta Mazumdar for many decades until recently. After Baldev 
Singh had inadvertently disclosed someting from which the British had 
got a hunch of Subhas Bose’s plans to flee, again it was Shri Datta 
Mazumdar who gave the idea of diverting the British attention by going 
into agitation like demolition of Hallwell monument and release of 
political prisoners. 


Listening to the unending stories from Shri Datta Mazumdar sends 
shivers down the spine. During the War he had been imprisoned in 
the state prison and under Regulation III of 1818 for a total period 
of five years. The nonagenarian repeats; "We have been cheated out 
of independence of undivided India !" 


He is all fire and brimstone when he talks of the partition days, 
and condemn the partition in no uncertain terms. During those days 
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he was an MLA in West Bengal and was very close to Shyama Prasad 
Mukerjee. He reminisces the day -June 3, 1947, partition was 
announced and Nehru, Mountbatten, Gandhiji and Sardar Patel gave 
speeches which he listened from the Constitution Hall in Delhi. 
Immediately after the speeches were over, he met Gandhiji and told 
him, "the worst has happened, I have come to unburden my mind 
to you ! You failed to say a strict "No" when it was needed". 


The fiery speeches Shri Datta Mazumdar delivered at different 
meetings in Calcutta after partition are well known. He is still famous 
for that particular line he would often utter - "Do not be demoralized 
by words like ’minority’ and ’majority’. Remember lions are always in 
a minority and jackals are always in a majority. But the roar of the 
lion frightens the jackals away !" 


Now this bold freedom fighter leads a restful life with his wife 
in Calcutta. He has acquired both fame and wealth during his long 
span of life, yet he is a gentleman to the core. His upbringing and 
erudition reflect on his personality. 


He appears content enough, living with memories of the past, 
and it seems he is happy living in his past, because he doesn’t show 
much enthusiasm about the present national scenario. He is however 
much aggrieved at the invasion of western culture in our country. He 
strongly advocates re-conquest of our own culture, heritage and 
education as, "that would win half the battle". He is happy that the 
Five-Year-Plan, an idea first mooted by Netaji, is being carried on, but 
says that he would be happier if the fruits of development percolate 
to the grassroots. He detests the idea of rendering service with one’s 
eyes only on the votebank. 


Shri Datta Mazumdar calls upon the youth to pay a befitting tribute 
to Subhas Bose at his centennial year by following his footsteps and 
also exhorts them to honour our hard-earned freedom. 


SURENDRANATH DWIVEDY 
HERO OF QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT 


Surendranath Dwivedy, one of the front 
raking freedom fighters of India, started his 
march on the path of freedom struggle at the 
age of 17 years as a Congress worker. It was 
at this age he took a vow that be would never 
study in any school of British government 
which had exploited his motherland. Impris- 
oned several times during freedom struggle 
| —™ for protesting against the atrocities of British 
~~ rule in various ways viz. protest meetings, 
picketing foreign cloth shops, motivating 
- satyagrahis through bis writings and under- 

ground activities. At one stage he was 
declared an absconder and British government announced a reward 
for nabbing him dead or alive but this did not deter this lover of 
motherland to serve her. 


In a long and frank conversation with Prabhakar Mishra this 
founder member of Congress Socialist Party narrates his long drawn 
battle with British government which used to get even more 
determined after his each imprisonment. 


Q. What was the inspiration behind your joining the freedom 
movement? 


A. The inspiration was to free motherland from the oppression 
and exploitation of the British government. Fifty years after the 
independence of your country from British rule, when people take 
freedom for granted, few can imagine how the spirit of freedom under 
the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, motivated the youth in the early 
part of this century. 


I joined the movement as a Congress worker in 1930. The National 
Congress declared complete independence of India as its goal in 
January 1930 and soon the second phase of the freedom movement 
began in the form of ‘Salt Satyagraha’ under the leadership of Gandhiji. 
Salt Satyagraha created an unprecedented enthusiasm in the country, 
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particularly in Orissa. Inchudi, on the coast of Balasore district was 
chosen for Satyagraha. 


I was only 17 years old at that time and was studying in 
Ravenshaw Collegiate school at Cuttack. I boycotted the school and 
picketed in front of our school along with other students on the day 
when the leader of the first batch of Satyagrahis Gopabandhu 
Chowdhury was arrested on the 10th of April 1930. I vowed at a public 
meeting that evening that I would never study in any school of the 
British government which had oppressed and exploited my mother, 
the motherland of India. I also vowed not to return to my home unless 
the freedom of my country was achieved. 


I enrolled myself as a Satyagrahi and received training at 
Satyagraha Ashram opened at that time in Cuttack and spent all my 
time in the activities of the Congress. Following Gandhiji’s instructions, 
at that time I was studying Gita and spinning daily at least for an 
hour. This is how my career as a freedom fighter started which 
continued for 18 years as a Congress worker until 1947. 


Q. Will you kindly tell us about yor childhood, education and 
role models? 


A. I was born in 1913 in Khandasahi village, about 35 kilometres 
from Cuttack town. My father was not financially well off and with 
few acres of landed property at his disposal he was hard pressed to 
maintain a large family of five sons and two daughters. He worked 
for a meagre wage in a students mess in Murshidabad district of 
undivided Bengal during my childhood. 


I had a trying time and spent my childhood through innumerable 
tribulations. At the age of about 11 or 12 I had to shoulder the 
responsibilities of an adult. Father being away and elder brother 
studying at Cuttack, my mother was left alone to take care of the 
children at the village. I tended cows, carried paddy bags on head, 
cut wood for fuel, carried merchandise to weekly market for sale and 
did other sundry jobs which involved manual labour. All this instilled 
in me the dignity of labour of which Gandhiji spoke in volumes. 


In early part of this century there were very few schools. Very 
few could afford to have primary education in those days. After 
passing upper primary examination from our village school, I studied 
in the Middle school at Asureswar about 5 kilometres from our village. 
Along with other boys from our village I used to walk the distance 
everyday and return home in the evening. For higher studies I came 
to Cuttack with the help of my maternal uncle and was admitted 
to Ravenshaw Collegiate school in 1928. I gave up studies while 
I was a student of class ten in that school. 
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Q. Your activities during freedom struggle? 


A. As stated earlier, I joined the freedom movement as a 
Satyagrahi. In the begining I received training at Satyagraha Ashram 
opened at Cuttack. I learnt spinning, weaving and charkha repairing 
and for sometime engaged in the task of repairing charkhas in Cuttack 
town. 


In those days, Satyagrahis were trained to protest against any 
oppression on the people by the colonial rulers and to court arrest 
while participating in the movement. I was arrested for the first time 
in November 1930. Congress President Pt. Motilal Nehru gave a call 
to observe ‘Jawahar Day’ to protest against the conviction of Jawaharlal 
Nehru for four years imprisonment by a Magistrate in Gorakhpur. As 
a mark of protest a public meeting was organised at Cuttack. Police 
made lathi charge on the people and | was arrested while attending 
the meeting. I was convicted to 9 months rigorous imprisonment and 
sent to Patna Camp jail along with other political workers. I was 
released before the completion of full jail term because of Gandhi- 
Irwin pact in 1931. 


In 1932, British Government declared the Congress Organisation 
illegal. Swaraj Ashram at Cuttack which was the headquarters of the 
Provincial Congress Committee was locked up. I was arrested while 
taking a meeting of party workers to protest against the ordinance 
and sentenced for six months rigorous imprisonment. — 


This time also, I was sent to Patna jail. During the imprisonment, 
there used to be classes for political training specially for young 
Satyagrahis. I attended the classes regularly and read the history of 
revolution in different countries. In this jail, I came in contact with 
some revolutionaries. : 


After the release from jail, I published a cyclostyled pamphlet 
in Oriya, named Biplab to enthuse Satyagrahis to engage themselves 
in daring activities to shake the British administration. At that time 
I was in charge of picketing at cloth shops which were selling textiles 
manufactured in Britain. While picketing, I was dragged to the police 
station and convicted to 5 months rigorous imprisonment. 


During that time I used to publish a secret bulletin and organised 
a secret postal service to despatch the bulletin to various persons 
without police detection. At that time, a delegation of British Parliament 
under the leadership of Miss Willkinson met me and collected the 
account of our secret activites. 


In fact, the delegation came to India to find out whether the 
movement under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi has been 
suppressed or still continuing. The delegation was very much convinced 
that the movement has not been suppressed. 
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During the jail term between 1930 and 1933, I was acquainted 
with Marxist literature and the history of Russian Revolution. Among 
other books Maxim Gorky’s Mother sowed the seeds of socialist ideas 
in me. I was gradually attracted to freedom fighters like Jayaprakash 
Narayan who believed at that time that through the propagation of 
socialist ideas alone, it was possible to strengthen the movement for 
independence and fight British imperialism. 


After my release from jail in 1933, I along with some of my 
colleauges felt the neccessity of activising the Congress Organisation 
in Orissa. We all were convinced that to achieve our goal, a radical 
and revolutionary shape has to be given to the freedom movement. 
Our aim was to lead the Congress towards the socialist ideals and 
transform it into a militant and anti-imperialist organisation. During 
British rule there were various classes in the society—one is the 
exploited class such as peasants, tenants and workers—another 
exploiter class like jamindars, moneylenders and capitalists. We wanted 
to organise the exploited class and prepare them for the struggle 
against exploitation. 


With this end in view in 1933 we formed the Utkal Samyabadi 
Karmi Sangh with the active help of Naba Krushna Chowdhury and 
Malati Chowdhury, we decided to fight against casteism and 
untouchability. We vowed not to own any private property. This was 
the first socialist movement in Orissa. In 1934, All India Congress 
Socialist Party was formed and Utkal Samyabadi Karmi Sangh was 
merged into it. 


We concentrated mainly on the organisation of poor and marginal 
farmers who were exploited the most under the Jamindari system. In 
those days the peasants were not even allowed to cut trees and enjoy 
fruits from their own land and catch fish from their own ponds. We 
formed Provincial Utkal Krushak Sangh to fight for the rights of the 
poor and exploited farmers. 


The Second World War was declared in 1939 and the Congress 
Ministries in various states resigned as protest against the decision of 
the British government to involve India in the War without the consent 
of the people. Gandhiji also started Individual Satyagraha in 1940 as 
a symbolic protest against the British government. The list of Individual 
Satyagrahis was approved by Gandhiji himself. My name was approved 
by Gandhiji for Individual Satyagraha. 


During this period, I was in charge of publishing a weekly 
magazine named Krushak which was the mouthpiece of the kisans 
and Garhjat peoples’ movement. I was also working as Orissa editor 
and correspondent of the United Press of India and many other 
newspapers. I was then the Secretary of Cuttack District Congress 
Committee. I was arrested in Cuttack District Congress Office.in January 
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1932 by police for keeping cyclostyled copies of the speech of 
Jawaharlal Nehru which was considered an offence under the Indian 
Penal Code at that time. I was convicted for 16 months’ rigorous 
imprisonment and lodged in Berhampur jail. 


When I was released from jail in 1942, the Second World War 
was at its peak. Some British merchant ships were sunk by the Japanese 
submarine. The entry of Japanese forces into Orissa coast appeared 
imminent. The capital of Orissa government was shifted from Cuttack 
to Sambalpur. There was panic all over the state because the shadow 
of war loomed large over the Orissa coast. Pro-Japanese and Pro- 
German elements were also active in some parts of Orissa. State 
Congress leaders could not decide what to do ‘under these 
circumstances. 


I decided to meet Mahatma Gandhi to seek his advice. Gandhiji 
was staying at Sewagram at that time and it was very risky to meet 
him. From Sambalpur I went to Sevagram avoiding police detection 
and spent one night there to clarify my doubts. Before Gandhiji I 
expressed my apprehension that in the event of Japanese invasion 
of Orissa coast, rulers of native states (Garhjat) might surrender to 
them. Gandhiji agreed with me that in that case Prajamandals (group 
fighting against the native rulers and also the British government) may 
take over the administration. Gandhiji also agreed with me that if the 
Japanese enter the Orissa coast, people should capture rice godowns 
and distribute the paddy among themselves. 


Q. Your role in the Quit India Movement has been inscribed in 
golden letters in the history of our struggle for freedom? 


A. The concept of ‘Quit India’ was first mooted at the A.I.C.C. 
meeting held at Allahabad from the 29th April to 2nd of May 1942. 
On 14 July 1942, the Quit India resolution was passed by the Congress 
Working Committee at Wardha. It renewed the demand that “British 
rule in India must end immediately”. The A.I.C.C. met at Bombay on 
7 August 1942 for the final approval of the Working Committee 
resolution. After two days of deliberation, the Quit India resolution was 
passed by an overwhelming majority on the night of 8th August. I 
attended this crucial meeting of the A.I.C.C. at Bombay. At the final 
session of A.I.C.C. Gandhiji said, “Every one of you should from this 
moment onwards consider yourself a free man or woman and act as 
you are free. I am not going to be satisfied with anything short of 
complete freedom. We shall do or die, we shall either free India or 
die in the attempt.” 


After the AICC meeting I attended the meeting of the National 
Executive of the Congress Socialist Party at the residence of Yusuf 
Meharally. Meharally said, “It is a momentous night. We may not have 
much time to discuss. Some of us may be arrested this night.” 
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It was decided that some of the Congress socialists should avoid 
arrest for organising underground movement and for maintaining the 
line of communication with the Central Office at Bombay. It was also 
decided that I would be in charge of the underground movement in 
Orissa as the C.S.P. representative. 


On that fateful midnight of 8 August 1942, most of the prominent 
Congress leaders including Gandhiji were arrested. But I was not aware 
of this development. Next day in the early morning I proceeded by 
bus to Birla House where Gandhiji and his staff were staying. To my 
utter surprise I saw that the roads have been barricaded at places 
and groups of demonstrators shouting anti-government slogans. As the 
bus was not allowed to move I had to walk on foot to Birla House, 
where Gandhiji’s Secretary Pyarelal distributed slips of typed papers 
containing instructions such as “Paralyse the government, be your own 
leader, do or die.” I mailed these instructions of Gandhiji to all District 
Congress Committees in Orissa before leaving Bombay. 


Apprehending arrest I and Malati Chowdhury took a circuitous 
route by train via Raipur and Vijayanagaram and reached Bhubaneswar 
in the midnight of 11th August. In those days Bhubaneswar was not 
the capital of Orissa and the station used to have a desolate look 
specially at night because very few pilgrims visiting the temple town 
used to arrive there. Therefore, we reached Orissa from Bombay 
undetected by the police. But Orissa police issued warrants of arrest 
against both of us because we had attended the AICC meeting at 
Bombay. 


In order to avoid arrest by the police, we crossed the flooded 
Kathajori river by a small raft in a dark rainy night and reached Cuttack. 
Unlike sprawling metropolis such as Mumbai, Calcutta or Chennai, 
Cuttack in those days was a small town. It was difficult to remain 
underground for a long period without attracting police attention. With 
the help of a large number of youngmen including few college students 
I was able to continue the underground activities from a hideout in 
Alisa Bazar at Cuttack. 


I used to issue instructions to workers and general public in regular 
cyclostyled bulletins. Quit India Movement had set the tone for the 
uprising of the people and they were only waiting for their leaders 
to guide them. My bulletins from the hideout mobilised people in 
Cuttack, east Balasore and Ganjam districts to defy the British regime 
fearlessly. In order to paralyse the British government, I used to instruct 
the people to snap telegraph wires along railway tracks, raise barricades 
on public roads by felling trees, set fire to police stations and train 
rural and urban youth to execute these activities. The bulletins 
cautioned the youth not to resort to murder or killing under any 
circumstances. 
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At that time there was a coalition Ministry in Orissa headed by 
Maharaja of Paralakhemundi. In my bulletins I condemned this Ministry 
for helping the British administration. I wrote in a bulletin “it (Ministry 
in Orissa) acts as the fifth columnist of the British government to 
protect their interests and is responsible for the murder of hundreds 
of persons in Koraput and Balasore districts. The members and 
supporters of such a Ministry should be liquidated. They should be 
shot dead for showing their unashamed eagerness to help the dead 
British administration. But murder cannot be a mode of punishment 
in the code of non-violence. Hence they should be humiliated and 
socially boycotted.” 


At that time, police had unlimited power under the Defence of 
India Act. The Police declared me as an absconder. In a notification 
of the Orissa Gazettee, it was declared that unless I surrender to the 
law enforcing agencies within a stipulated date, my family property 
will be seized and auctioned. Further it was stated that those who 
harbour me will be surely dealt with under the Defence of India Act. 
In fact after I was arrested from my hideout in Cuttack, Nandi Sahu 
and his son Mathurananda Sahu who gave me one of their houses to 
carry out underground activities were arrested and imprisoned as 
security prisoners. The British government also announced a reward 
of ten thousand rupees to nab me dead or alive. In spite of all such 
threats I remained calm and continued with the underground work. 


Q. Will you kindly tell us how the police was able to locate you 
at your hideout and arrest you. 


A. You see, letters used to be censored by the police to detect 
revolutionary activities. Therefore, I invented a trick to hoodwink the 
police. 


Although I was at Cuttack my letters would carry a different 
dateline and posted from there. Following the message in the letter 
police used to search several places to find me in vain. But once 
by mistake a letter which was supposed to be posted at Khurda was 
posted at Chandini Chowk, Cuttack. With the seizure of this letter 
police understood the ruse adopted by me and was convinced that 
I was hiding somewhere in Cuttack itself. Of course, from the 
handwriting the police was able to trace my colleague and arrest him. 
Eventually with the help of some informers who were our political 
opponents, police could locate my hideout and arrest me. 


Q. Your trial, known as Dwivedy Conspiracy Case aroused 
tremendous patriotic sentiments and sympathy towards the accused in 
Orissa. How the trial was conducted and how did you defend yourself? 


A. Although I was the principal accused in the case 15 of my 
colleagues were also tagged with me. The charges framed against us 
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were that we were instigating the public to burn police stations, uproot 
railway lines, cut telegraph wires, inducing people to abstain from 
paying taxes and instigating government servants to resign from their 
posts. I was accused of issuing bulletins to inspire the people to defy 
the British government. I was also accused of organising workers in 
the districts of Orissa and promoting lawlessness in the country. 
According to the police all this amount to criminal conspiracy against 
the government. 


During the course of the trial, I and my comrades withdrew from 
the defence. We made a statement in the court stating that we had 
no faith in the British Court of justice. We pleaded that the highest 
punishment permissible might be given to us as we deliberately acted 
against the British government. This statement had a profound impact 
on the Irish judge Maher who was trying our case. He asked the 
defence counsel to persuade us not to withdraw from defence. But 
we remained firm in our decision Not to engage any defence counsel. 


I was convicted under various sections of IPC and Rule of Defence 
of India and sentenced to 6 years rigorous imprisonment. While two 
of my comrades were acquitted, 13 others were awarded 5 years 
rigorous imprisonment each. I was imprisoned on the 23 March 1943 
and released on the 23 April 1946 after the Congress Ministry assumed 
office. 


Q. You had been imprisoned several times by ‘the British 
government during the freedom struggle. Will you kindly tell us about 
your prison life? 


A. As young Satyagrahis we used to feel proud to go to prison 
during the freedom struggle. We were trained to court prison while 
defying arbitrary rules and regulations of British government. 


During the jail period in those days I had the opportunity of 
reading the books about the history of revolution in different countries 
particularly books on Garibaldi, Mazzini and Nepolean. I was acquainted 
with Marxist literature during imprisonment and among other books, 
Maxim Gorky’s “Mother” sowed the seeds of socialism in me. 


After my arrest in October 1942, I was kept in Berhampur jail 
until January 1943 and then transferred to Cuttack jail. I was handcuffed 
and armed guards escorted me to the police station where a senior 
CID officer from Delhi interrogated me. I was made to sit straight 
on a stool for three hours. Police tried very hard to find out from 
me whether I had any oral or written directive from Gandhiji. At that 
time British government was trying to collect material to prove 
Gandhiji’s complicity in the '42 movement. British government efforts 
went in vain. 
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While I was in Cuttack jail for about three months in 1943, I 
reactivated the underground movement from the jail. The special jail 
wardens attached to me had confidence of the jail authorities and 
through them I established contact with my colleagues outside the 
jail. I had also established a courier system and used to despatch written 
bulletins through them and get information from outside. I carried on 
these activities until my handwritten letters, letters of Aruna Asaf Ali 
and a plan about the raid on Aga Khan Palace where Gandhiji was 
imprisoned were seized from my colleague Priyanath De. When my 
activities inside the Cuttack jail came to light, I was transferred to 
Koraput jail with handcuffs within 24 hours. I had to suffer solitary 
confinement for next 20 months. During this period, I translated 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s An Autobiography and Glimpses of World History 
in Oriya. 


Q. Life after independence - involvement in political and social 
activities? 


A. After my release from prison in April 1946, I was elected as 
the General Secretary of the Utkal Congress Committee. I left the 
Congress Party in 1948 and formed separate socialist Party. I was in 
the Congress Socialist Party from 1934. Jaya Prakash Narayan entrusted 
me with the responsibility of reorganising Orissa C.S.P. at the meeting 
of its executive Committee in Ramgarh in 1940. I was elected to the 
National Executive of the C.S.P. in 1947. I remained as a member of 
the National Executive of the Socialist Party, Praja Socialist Party, 
Samyukta Socialist party, reactivated Praja Socialist Party and the 
reunited Socialist Party till I resigned from the Socialist Party in 1971. 
I was Deputy Chairman of the Praja Socialist Party from 1962-1968. 


I was elected a Member of the Rajya Sabha in 1952 and to Lok 
Sabha in 1957 and remained a member of the Lok Sabha till 1971. 
I was the Secretary of Parliamentary group of P.S.P. from 1957 to 1962 
and leader from 1962 to 1970. 


As a Member of Parliament I served as the Chairman of the Public 
undertaking Committee of the Parliament. I attended international 
Parliamentary Union Conferences in 1968 and 1969 at Lima and New 
Delhi as a member of the Indian delegation and participated in the 
deliberations. I also visited USA as a member of the Indian 
Parliamentary Delegation. 


In 1973-74, I served as the Deputy Chairman of the State Planning 
Board of Orissa. I was Honorary Advisor, Land Reforms, government 
of India between 1975 and 1976. Since 1981, I have been engaged 
in building up a worker and education complex at Rourkela as the 
Chairman of the Bastia Memorial trust which is imparting education 
on labour welfare through an institution named ‘Asian Workers 
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Development Institute”. Between 1975 and 1980, I was a member 
of the second Press Commission appointed by the Central government. 
I was appointed the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh in 1991 and 
resigned in 1993 to become the Convenor of the National Committee 
for the celebration of the 125th birth anniversary of Mahtma Gandhi 
and served till the end in 1995. 


Q. Perception of today’s India - post independence development, 
social, moral and political values, National Character etc.? 


A. From the beginning of my political career, I have been 
cherishing the desire of having growth with equality which alone can 
uplift the economic condition of toiling poor masses in our country. 
My economic ideas centre round my commitment to socialism. In my 
view, to achieve socialism in our country, we need a synthesis of 
Gandhian way and Marxism. Throughout my career, I have made serious 
efforts to bring about desirable changes in peasant organisation, trade 
union movement, land reform planning for the state and research and 
educational development, all required for the amelioration of the 
condition of the poor. 


In Parliament also, I tried my best to highlight the problem of 
the peasantry and fought for the social and economic justice for the 
exploited sections of our population. 


Q. Message for the future generation. 


A. We would soon be approaching the twenty-first century. Let 
us hope that the lessons of the international economic and political 
system would be analysed to restructure the economic system in a 
manner that would create faith and hope for the future. 


Although I am dismayed to see happening in our country today, 
I am not disheartened. I believe, socialist ideology is best suited to 
our country. I am yearning for the day when the younger generation 
will work for this objective. We might have failed but I hope they 
would not fail us and the people of this country. 


BIYOYLAL BANERJEE 
DREAMS REMAINED UNFULFILLED 


A revolutionary soldier of the freedom 
struggle, Shri Bijoylal Banerjee was born on 
1 October 1915 at Lone Sing Village of 
Faridpur district in the erstwhile East Bengal 


© (now Bangladesh). At the age of 10 be came 
' to stay with his father who was in Calcutta. 


; “. * He passed his matriculation in 1931 as a 


ees a | 
Bijoylal Banerjee in 1942 


...and in 1996 


student of the Bangladesh College and took 
admission in the intermediate class. At the 


“ age of 15 he joined the revolutionary group 


“Anusheelan Samiti”. He was arrested in 
1933 at Calcutta in connection with an 


inter-state conspiracy and released after 


three months. He was again arrested in 
December 1934 for keeping objectionable 
books and magazines related to the revolu- 
tionary movement and also for participating 
in revolutionary activities. Later he was 
sentenced to one year imprisonment. After 
the country attained independence Shri 
Banerjee accompanied by his wife came to 
Andaman to join government service and 
settled there. Having been closely associated 
with social and political activities Sbri 
Banerjee had a significant contribution in 
declaring the cellular jail a national monu- 
ment. Banerjee, who expired recently after 
giving this interview, used to spend his spare 
time in writing the history of the freedom 


struggle and serialising them in the dailies in Andaman and Nicobar. 


He was honoured with 


a Tamra Patra in 1972. 


In a long conversation with Durgvijay Singh “Deep” Shri Banerjee 
recalled his eventful revolutionary life and his activities in post 


independence period: 
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“In 1928, I was about 13 or 14 years of age and was staying 
with my father in Calcutta to continue my studies. In those days the 
movement launched by the Congress was in full swing. Daily there 
used to be meetings and speeches by leaders. Everyday newspapers 
were Carrying reports about the leaders going to jails. At the call of 
Mahatma Gandhi spinning the wheel had taken the form of a movement 
in every household. At that time the Congress session was being held 
in Calcutta. When the Congress president Pandit Motilal Nehru 
proceeded towards the venue of the meeting in a chariot driven by 
32 horses, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose went by the side of the chariot 
riding on a horse as a volunteer. When I saw it I got fully spirited 
and a desire to jump into the freedom struggle agitated my mind. 


In 1929, I organised some boys of our locality and started drills. 
A Congress functionary used to visit the Maidan daily to see the drills. 
He was also giving us important information about the freedom 
struggle. At that time we got the news that the great freedom fighter 
Jatindra Nath Das became a martyr for the nation after 63 days of 
a hunger strike. I was extremely shocked at the incident and left 
everything to jump into the freedom struggle. 


I could not appear in the intermediate examination as I had joined 
the freedom struggle. I along with my other friends chose the 
revolutionary group, ‘Anusheelan Samiti’. Initially I was entrusted with 
the responsibility of safe-keeping of the papers and magazines 
connected with the revolutionary movement and transfering them from 
one place to another. Shri Prabhat Chakravarti was the leader of the 
Anusheelan Samiti and Shri Prabhat Mitra was his lieutenant . Later 
I was also given the responsibility to hide the arms and ammunition 
which were being received for the revolutionary group. I was also 
required to hide the revolutionaries who were escaping from jails and 
shift them to safer places. Like other friends, I was also a member 
of the Congress and used to attend Congress meetings and maintain 
contact with fellow congressmen. 


I and many of my colleagues were only members of the Congress. 
We used to attend their general meetings wearing khadi clothes so 
that police would not doubt us and we could carry on secretly our 
revolutionary activities. Thus we were hoodwinking the police. This 
was known even to big leaders of the Congress but they never exposed 
us. Despite ideological differences the Congress leaders had full 
sympathy for the revolutionaries. We, the revolutionaries had also great 
respect for the Congress leaders. Congress, in a way, was a platform 
for us to escape. 


I had the privilege to see closely Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and many other great 
leaders several times. But I can not term it as my contact with them. 
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Because I did not get any opportunity to work with them as a 
member of their movement. Our paths were different. Of course I 
had the opportunity to work with the great revolutionaries Jitendra 
Gupta and Krishna Chakravarti and those are memorable events for 
me. 


It was in 1934 when Jitendra Gupta and Krishna Chakravarti 
escaped from the detention centre at Bauxa in North Bengal. I was 
asked to take Jitendra Gupta to a hide-out. Detective police were 
keeping a vigil at all places. Jitendra Gupta and I boarded a train 
at a small railway station, Tarakeshwar near Howrah. But police in 
plain clothes were already there in the train. Evening dark had already 
descended. We too got down from the train and swiftly came out 
of the platform. But police started following us. Somehow escaping 
their notice we reached a village and pushed ourselves into a 
dilapidated thatched house. That was the house of a poor Muslim. 
He could understand that police was searching for us. He immediately 
hid us. After about half an hour police also reached there. But the 
house owner very cleverly sent them back. At night he put the entire 
rice prepared in a pot with salt and water before us and said, “I 
am a very poor man. I don’t have anything else to serve you”. 
Jitendra Gupta and I tried to convince him to take the rice along 
with his family members. But he did not agree. At last we had to 
take the rice with salt and water and spend the night there. Next 
day, we set out for our hiding place. That night’s incident completely 
changed our thought process. From that day, we were forced to think 
and recognise that not only the revolutionaries but even a poor man 
of India could also contribute significantly to the struggle for freedom 
whenever he got an opportunity to do so. The sacred fragrance of 
the rice with salt and water which the poor Muslim fed us remains 
fresh in my memory. 


I was arrested for the first time in 1933 at Calcutta in connection 
with an inter-state conspiracy. For want of any solid evidence I was 
released after three months. But my movements were restricted. Again 
I was arrested in 1934 when I was on way to my ancestral village 
in Faridpur district carrying some printed papers and magazines about 
the revolutionary movement. As soon as I boarded the steamer | felt 
that the police was following me. It was not possible to run away. 
Police carried out the search and seized the books and magazines. 
On reaching the other side of the river, I was produced before the 
District Court Judge at Faridpur. In this case, I was sentenced to one 
year imprisonment which I underwent in the Faridpur District jail. I 
was released from the jail on 1 January 1936. Besides these I was 
also arrested during the 1942 movement but after some days I was 
released. | 


BIJOYLAL BANERJEE 61 


After achieving independence in 1947, my family had to face 
problems arising out of financial difficulties. Somehow we managed 
for 10 years. In 1959, my wife got a teacher’s job in Andaman. During 
the interview the Commissioner offered the job of a clerk to me 
also which I accepted. Thus I came over to Port Blair with my family 
in 1959. While in service, | organised the employees’ association and 
put their grievances from time to time before the administration. Even 
the administration once suspended me but later withdrew the 
suspension. I became an eye-sore for the administration as I led the 
employees. I was compulsorily retired from service in 1970 at the 
age of 55. 


While in service I came to know that the cellular jail was 
to be demolished. I brought this to the notice of the freedom 
fighters association in Calcutta through a letter in 1961. The freedom 
fighters told about it to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru when he came on 
a visit to Santiniketan. Pt. Nehru immediately issued instructions not 
to demolish the cellular jail. After this, in 1947, I wrote a letter 
to the then Prime Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi urging her to declare 
the cellular jail as a national monument for its proper preservation. 
Actions were initiated for this but could not proceed much owing 
to certain political developments. At last in 1979, Prime Minister 
Morarji Desai declared the cellular jail as a national monument. The 
freedom fighters association in Calcutta had a great contribution in 
this entire episode. 


I always cherish the desire that our youth should be acquainted 
with the small and big events in the history of the country’s freedom 
struggle. Keeping this in view I have written several articles in local 
dailies. Currently I am writing mainly for the local English dailies on 
the events during our freedom movement. I wish to see cellular jail 
developed as a museum with detailed information. Something has been 
done towards it but still now this has not grown into a worth visiting 
national monument. In 1973, I set up the Sewa Niketan in the dairy 
farm at Port Blair as per the instructions of Swami Sampurnanandji. 
About 100 children have been sheltered in it. 


When the Andaman and Nicobar Unit of the Communist Party of 
India (Marxists) was set up in 1982 1 was appointed its co-ordinator, 
I discharged this duty till 1989 when I had to give it up because 
of illness. At present I am a member of the party’s State Secretariat 
and treasurer of the party executive. 


I agree that since independence there has been a lot of 
development in the fields of education, energy, agriculture and 
industry. But even today when the difficulties faced by common man 
have not been reduced progress made by the country in several fields 
has little importance. 
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I am not a pessimist. The problems we face today can be tackled. 
It requires an honest constructive approach. The youth of the country 
should be acquainted with the history of the struggle for independence 
in order to arouse their latent energy. Once the youth start marching 
on the right path with the right vision, then be sure that all these 
problems will definitely get solved. 


R.R. DALAVAITI 
A COMMITTED SATYAGRAHI 


Ram Ramaswamy Dalavai's first brush 
with the freedom struggle was in 1928 when 
he took part in the boycott of Simon 
Commission organised by the students in 
Madras. Overpowered by the patriotic fervour 
he threw some phosphorous into the car of 
the Chief Justice which later caught fire. This 
incident led to his expulsion from the college 
but deepened his association with freedom 
movement. He took part in the _ Salt 
Satyagraha at Madras for which he was 
arrested. He was also instrumental in 
organising picketing of foreign cloth shops 
during which he was severely beaten up. He was made in charge of 
Individual Satyagraha in Madras and for his activities like recruiting 
volunteers, propagating anti-war slogans etc. and his close association 
with Gandbhiji and other prominent leaders of South be was arrested 
for 3 years. 


In a long chat with V.C. Rukmani Shri Dalavai recollects his 
long and arduous journey on to the path of freedom struggle. 


Shri Ram Ramaswamy or R.R. Dalavai as he is more popularly 
known, is 86. Yet his voice is steady and his eyes gleam as he talks 
of his association with India’s freedom struggle. 


Born in April 1912 at Madras and a student of Hindu School and 
Christian College, Madras Dalavai’s involvement in the freedom 
movement could be called accidental. His father was a retired 
government official who used to spin on a giant charkha and weave 
khadi also. Ram also used to spin charkha with him. In 1927 the All 
India Congress Committee meeting was held in Chetpet in Madras. 
Dalavai was the captain of the ambulance squad. “That gave me an 
opportunity to meet Union leaders and enquire about their health 
needs. It also gave me an ideal opportunity to see Gandhiji, Sarojini 
Naidu, Ansari and Patel at close quarters. 
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In 1928 college students in Madras boycotted the Simon 
Commission. Students of Panchaiappa’s College and Christian College, 
then located at Bose Road and all schools located in that area, 
congregated at High Court building and pleaded for the closure of 
courts for the day. “By mistake or in emotion, rather youngishly, I 
threw some phosphorous into a car behind the High Court. It happened 
to be Chief Justice Beasley’s car” reminisced Shri Dalavai. Apparently 
the car caught fire a little later, but Dalavai was not aware of this. 
The Chief Justice was frightened and phoned the military. Canons were 
brought and stationed in the High Court Compound facing Bose Road. 
Dalavai got frightened and rushed to Sri Prakasam who was in Broadway 
editing Swarajya. Prakasam immediatley rushed to the spot, saw the 
situation and ordered the students to be on one side of the street 
to allow traffic to flow. “He got down and bared his chest and said 
‘shoot me’.” 


In those days, not even the Chief Justice could order shooting. 
Only the Chief Residency Magistrate had that power. “That was British 
justice” says Dalavai. Pardalay, the then CRM came to High Court 
building, saw the crowd controlled by Prakasam and refused to order 
shooting. “For this he had to pay the price and was not promoted 
as High Court Judge” says Dalavai. 


That evening, there was a meeting of leaders at the Tilak Ghat, 
opposite to Presidency College. “The police came, blew off the gaslight 
and started beating the crowd. Sambamurthy ran into the sands and 
the Assistant Commissioner was about to kick Sambamurthy. To prevent 
it Durgabhai pulled AC’s leg and it got fractured. I was standing 
nearby.” 


Next day when Dalavai went to College he was informed that 
he had been expelled. “Those days, After getting education there was 
no other avenue but to join government service. 


Naturally, I was forced to join the freedom movement” says 
Dalavai. 


Shri Dalavai went to Sabarmati Ashram to meet Gandhiji to get 
his pardon for the Beasley’s car incident. “When I explained the 
position, he laughed” says Dalavai. He told me that it was an act 
of cowardice on my part. "You should have bravely informed the 
authorities” he added. Gandhiji pardoned him saying that this was 
understandable because he was so young. Gandhiji also gave Dalavai 
a small talk on ‘non-violence of the strong’. 


CR was closeted with Gandhiji at that time discussing the Salt 
Satyagraha. “CR and Gandhiji differed. Rajaji thought salt had nothing 
to do with freedom” says Dalavai. After three days of discussion both 
separated without any agreement. “It was then Gandhi doubted 
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whether he was right or Rajaji, a man of mass contact was right. He 
decided to lead a march to Dandi and pick salt and see the reaction 
before declaring this a mass movement” says Dalavai. 


It was the Ist of March, 1930. Gandhiji left for Dandi March asking 
Shri Dalavai to go back to Madras and await instructions. Gandhiji 
apparently told Dalavai “If CR does not cooperate, I remind you to 
inform other leaders about my views on the Salt Satyagraha. Convey 
my message so that they could act on my call” recalls Dalavai. 


In Madras, Prakasam was the first man to lead the movement. 
“Within 20 days the movement spread like fire in Madras state. The 
entire sea coast wherever there was an opening satyagraha was held” 
says Dalavai nostalgically. 


“CR could detect the mass reaction and decided to enter the 
movement” says Dalavai. Almost all the Congress volunteers had gone 
to jail by that time. So he had to rely on constructive workers (like 
those involved in spinning) who were banned by Gandhiji from joining 
any movement. But Rajaji had to depend on them, mostly from his 
Trichengode Ashram and some stray newcomers. Just like Gandhiji’s 
Dandi March, CR planned to go on a march from Tiruchi to Vedaranyam 
- “the sole beach that was left out” says Dalavai. Dalavai himself joined 
the Salt Satyagraha at Tilak Ghat in March 1930 for which he got a 
jail term of 3 months. 


In 1932 he, along with Shri K. Sadagopan, later TNCC Secretary 
organised picketing of shops selling foreign clothes etc. at Rattan Bazar. 
"The sergeant at Flower Bazaar Police station was an Englishmen called 
‘Curriedorai’. He was a rude man who used to beat satyagrahis 
ruthlessly” remembers Dalavai. That was the season when lathi was 
introduced in the place of cane. “When my turn came, myself, Casa 
Subbah Rao, editor of Swarajya and Telugu journalist Rama Chandra 
Venkatappaiah offered satyagraha” says Dalavai. Curriedorai, in a fit 
of vengeance beat the satyagrahis mercilessly. This was mentioned by 
Gandhiji in Young India. Luckily, Dalavai had been a student of boxing 
under the then Commissioner Hume who in turn, knew the IG of police 
Cunningham. When Cunningham came to know of this through Hume, 
he realised the ruthlessness of Curriedorai and sent him back to London. 
“That shows the British friendship” says Dalavai. 


In 1940, when Individual Satyagraha was launched, Dalavai was 
put in charge of it in Madras. As he was sending volunteers to jail, 
propagating anti-war slogans, the Congress Municipal Party in Madras 
Corporation was neutral. When the Council passed Rs. 50,000 towards 
war fund. “I took objection to this and sent a wire to Gandhiji about 
this and told him that in view of this I could not continue to send 
volunteers to jail. So please permit me to go to jail” says Dalavai. 
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Immediatley Gandhiji sent back a wire—"Stop, sending Kripalani” (then 
General Secretary of the Congress). Kripalani arrived on the third day. 


Dalavai arranged a meeting with the Municipal councillors. Dr. 
V. Krishna Rao, the Speaker was the leader. “Sensing the mind of 
Gandhiji”, he began apologising profusely and sought to be excused” 
says Dalavai. Other councillors also spoke. Kripalani cryptically said 
Dalavai, pass the pad around. The Municipal councillors have to resign” 
says Dalavai. “That showed how disciplined Gandhiji was and the 
confidence he had in me” claimed Dalavai. 


In February 1942 Dalavai went to attend AICC meeting at Wardha. 
After the meeting Gandhiji invited a few of the leaders to his ‘kutir’. 
Dr. Pattabhiram took Dalavai with him. “Gandhiji revealed his idea of 
the Quit India Movement with details of his plans and asked 
Pattabhiram to prepare a brief note on it and arrange to keep informed 
key leaders of each province with a caution that it should be kept 
confidential till he announces it in the Bombay session” say Dalavai. 


Pattabhi had a secret meeting at Masulipatnam in his house to 
which Dalavai was invited. “This was because CR was not in favour 
of the movement and the then President of TNCC Kamaraj, was not 
a senior leader” says Dalavai. Dalavai was given a detailed programme 
to be implemented in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka. “I came to 
Madras just as the leaders were going to Bombay” says Dalavai. He 
went to Bakhtavatsalam, the Secretary of TNCC and passed on a copy 
of the programme to him. He was instructed by Prakasam not to come 
to Bombay. 


“As soon as I learnt about the arrest of the leaders in Bombay 
I went to tour the districts to give the copies to other leaders” 
reminisces Dalavai. On the evening of 8th August, Dalavai addressed 
a meeting at Kesava Pillai Park in Choolai, where he realised that the 
police were after him. “I jumped and escaped” he claims. 


The next morning Dalavai went to the bank located at the old 
Christian College building, where the Congress accounts were being 
secretly maintained, to withdraw money. As he was coming out, a 
young man greeted him as a friend. As they were walking along, he 
suddenly said “You are under arrest”. When Dalavai looked around, 
he found a Gorkha force behind him and realised that there was no 
chance to escape. He was taken to Law College police station and 
then to Egmore police station and subsequently to Vellore jail, “as the 
43rd detenu” Dalavai proudly says. 


Dalavai was taken to the ward where “as I entered I found all 
the leaders of Madras state who had come a few hours before me” 
says Dalavai. He was asked to share Prakasam’s room. Satyamurthy, 
Kamaraj, Muthuranga Mudaliar, Baktavatsalam were all brought from 
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Bombay. Annamalai Pillai, Kuppuswamy Mudaliar, Sanjiva Reddy were 
also present there. 


“On 17th August we had planned to celebrate the birthday of 
Satyamurthy. In fact, we were denied paper, correspondence, etc.” he 
says. On 16th evening, orders were received that Dalavai was to be 
shifted. Everyone pleaded that he be shifted after the birthday feast. 
The jail authorities agreed. “I was the youngest non-legislator” he says 
proudly. After the birthday feast, as they were meeting, the police 
took Dalavai out of quarrantine. “I was the only person that evening 
out of quarrantine” he says. 


That evening detenues from Amroti (Central Provinces) like Chief 
Minister Shukla and others were brought to Vellore, “because the local 
people planned to break up the jail” says Dalavai. “In exchange these 
42 were sent to Amroti” he adds. 


Dalavai himself along with 30 others was transferred to Boston 
School, Palayamkottai, which had been converted to a jail; 30 others 
were taken to Kannur. He was released in 1945 after nearly 3 years 
of detention. While in jail his associates were Gopal Reddy, 
Perumalswamy Rediar, Thirunal Rao, Arunachalam Chettiar, C. 
Subramaniam, etc. Dalavai spent his time in jail spinning, reading 
papers and books. 


Dalavai is not very happy with the scenario prevailing in post 
Independence India. “We erred in framing a Constitution which 
borrowed and blended all foreign constitutions with least reference to 
national culture and tradition” he says. 


“Gandhiji gave us self confidence", he says. "So much so, that 
on 6th April 1919 when the Roulatt Act was being debated, Gandhiji 
gave a call for hartal. The entire nation responded” says Dalavai, with 
feeling. There was no television or radio at that time. Gandhiji wanted 
everyone to stay at home and pray. “Even Government officers joined 
in spite of fear. That is the self confidence Gandhiji gave us” he says. 
He thinks that there should be a community spirit. 


“With community spirit, we can think of ourselves as ’One nation, 
One people’” he feels. “That will make us amenable to others. Nation 
will get rid of evils like violence and corruption.” 


GHANSHYAMBHAI OZA 
A KARMAYOGI IN TRUE SENSE 


A true follower of Gandbiji and a close 
associate of Sardar Patel Ghansbyambbai 
Oza was the leader of the famous Ranpur 
Satyagraba March, announced by Gandbiji 
to make common salt free from government 
taxes. During this march be was mercilessly 
beaten up by the police as a result of which 
"be bad to be hospitalized for several days. 
_ Alongwith Ratubbai Adani, another freedom 

| fighter be was instrumental in starting the 
movement to free Junagarb from its Nawab 
who wanted to join bands with Pakistan. 
Ghansbyambbai Oza was also imprisoned for 
bis anti-government activities during the Quit India Movement. 


In @ conversation with Minakshi Thakar, the former Chief 
Minister of Gujarat recounts bis memories of freedom struggle. 


Q: What was the inspiration behind your joining the freedom 
movement? 


A: Since childhood I have had a strong sense of justice. I believed 
in self-respect. | was firm, enthusiastic and full of patriotism. The 
Britishers used to suppress us Indians, and we wanted our nation to 
be freed from slavery. All of us received the inspiration from our great 
leaders to join the freedom movement. 


Q: Can you tell me something about your childhood, education, 
etc.? 


A: My father was a self-made person. He was a lawyer, 
practising in the lower Courts and High Courts of Saurashtra State. 
He forced us to study the same way as he had studied. He was 
himself fighter and a great orator. He followed Gandhiji’s advice and 
accepted khadi. Under his persuasion thousands of people burnt 
foreign clothes in his presence at Surendranagar (then known as 
Wadhawan Camp). 
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I was educated at Gujarat college, Shamaldas College, Bhavanager 
and Furguson College, Poona. Like my father, I also studied law and 
became an advocate. 


During my studies at school and college I participated in all the 
cultural and sport activites. I was a very good athlete and at the same 
time the Secretary for debating and literature—a rare combination. 
Britishers loved tennis. I loved Indian games. I dug up the tennis court 
of Gujarat college at that time to convert it into an akhada (wrestling 
ground) for Indian style wrestling. This was done in the presence of 
our British Principal. I was punished for this act. I did not fear anything. 
Gandhiji was our idol and we did exactly what he wanted. 


Q: What was the extent of your involvement in the freedom 
struggle? Were you given any important assignments? 


A: From time to time, I participated in all activities of the freedom 
struggle. I picketed foreign goods and burnt their stores. I actively 
participated in the Non-Cooperation Movement. 


Two assignments which were given to me were very important 
from the point of view of my personal life also. The first was the 
1930 Ranpur Satyagraha. It was a very important Satyagraha announced 
by Gandhiji, to make common salt free from all government taxes. 
I was leading my group with salt in both hands. The policemen 
attacked me with rifle butts. They beat me on my hands, on my back, 
and on my legs. Salt fell down from my fists. I was bleeding heavily 
from a knife injury also. I was immediately taken to the hospital and 
had to be there for several days. It had an emotional background. 
I was married on the same day. My barat (marriage party) had come 
back home in the evening from Bhavnagar. Within one hour of reaching 
home, I left for Ranpur, leaving my new bride behind. My young wife 
willingly allowed me to go, putting a tilak on my forehead. I also 
remember the second incident distinctly. 


In Saurashtra many small rulers were harrassing the people with 
the blessing of the Britishers. My father and I were practising law and 
we were very well known and respected by these rulers. With my 
efforts, more than 100 small rulers surrendered and became a part 
of our country. This was appreciated by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
because he was the brain behind the strategy. He had successfully 
persuaded many rulers to merge with the country. 


In Saurashtra, Junagarh was ruled by a Nawab. Everybody joined 
hands with Free Indian Government, but under the influence of Jinnah, 
the Nawab decided to join hands with Pakistan. 


Ratubhai Adani, one of the foremost freedom fighers took the 
leadership under the guidance of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel for Arzi 
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Haqumat. I was one of the leaders of this Movement. Ratubhai and 
I worked together very hard and at last, Junagarh was freed from the 
clutches of Nawab. The Nawab had to flee to Pakistan. 


Q : Will you please tell us something about your association with 
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru or Sardar Patel? 


A: As a young leader, initially, frankly spaking, I did not believe 
in non-violence. But after understanding Gandhian philosophy and 
coming in close contact with Mahatmaji, form time to time, my views 
changed. Because of my father, I started wearing khadi and became 
a true disciple of Mahatmaji. I started wearing khadi from my college 
days. I also came into close contact with Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, when 
I was working for uniting small rulers of Kathiawad. I have a great impact 
of their beliefs on my mind. 


Q: Is there anything you would like to say about your prison 
life and your association with other leaders in prison? 


A: I was imprisoned several times, but not for long periods. 
During the Ranpur Salt Satyagraha I was stabbed by the police and 
had to be hospitalised. In fact, they had arrested me, but because 
of my injuries and for being admitted in hospital for seven days, I 
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Ghanshyambbai Oza, Ex-Chief Minister of Gujarat and a Freedom Fighter witb 
Dr. Radbakrishnan, the President of India at Porbandar (Gujarat) in 1973 
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was released early. After that, during the Quit India Movement also 
I was imprisoned for sometime. I had no close association with any 
leaders. 


Q: Please tell us about your life after independence, your 
involvement in the political, social spheres of life? 


A: After independence, I never aspired for any post. I preferred 
my father’s profession. I felt I had fulfilled my duties to the nation 
and would now work for my family. I decided to move to Rajkot 
from Surendranagar to practise law. But before that I wanted to help 
small and poor farmers. I distributed all of my family land which 
was more than 250 acres among the poor and needy farmers. I 
received my father's blessings for this noble work. 


I moved to Rajkot and started practising law. I was doing very 
well and was about to buy a house and a car. Suddenly, I was invited 
by Shri U.N. Dhebar to join the Saurashtra Government. I was hardly 
35 at that time. I politely refused and requested him to let me continue 
law practice. But Gopaldasbhai Desai of Vaso insisted that I must join 
the ministry. Desai Saheb and Dhebarbhai asked me to devote my 
time and energy for the good of the masses rather than earn money 
by law practice. 


I joined the Saurashtra Government under the leadership of the 
late Shri U.N. Dhebar as a Revenue Minister. I held the post of a 
minister till 1957 and handled various portfolios. 


I was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1958 and served the people 
for five years. Again, I was elected to Lok Sabha for five years. 
Later I was elected to the Rajya Sabha in 1979 and served the 
people. 


When Smt. Indira Gandhi was Prime Minister at the Centre I served 
as a Minister at the Centre for a short period. I wanted to serve the 
public. I served the Gujarat State as Chief Minister from 1972 to 1974, 
which was a peaceful period. I was also the Chairman of Khadi and 
Village Industries Commission for sometime. 


I was associated with many social activities and many institutes 
like the Saurashtra Trust, as a member of the Gujarat University 
Syndicate, as Chairman of G.I.D.C. etc. At present I am staying in a 
flat alloted by the Government temporarily. I do not own any land 
or property. It is an irony of fate that I distributed the sizeable land 
I once had and today when I want a house for my family to live 
in, I do not have one. 


Q: Are you happy with today’s life? What do you think of today’s 
India—post independence development, social, moral and political 
values etc.?. 
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A: India did very well for some years after independence. 
Gradually it started deteriorating. Social and moral values are going 
down day by day, in each and every field. Looking at the present 
situation, I feel frustrated sometimes. 


Q: Lastely, can you give a message for the future generation? 


A: I would advise the youth to take side of Truth. Truth, the 
absolute Truth, and nothing but Truth, wins and survives. To follow 
Truth is the real way to live. It does good to all concerned. Never 
succumb to any temptations which are not right. Build up individual 
character and it will build up national character. I wish the younger 
generation would find the right path which will lead to prosperity. 


MANUBHAI SHAH 
A FLAMBOYANT REVOLUTIONARY 


Manubhai Shah was deeply influenced 
by Gandbhiji’s call of ‘Do or Die’ during the 
Quit India Movement and fired by the 
fervour of patriotism he organised workers 
and students in Delhi to take part in 
picketing, closure of schools and colleges, 
taking out processions etc. However due to 
strong arm tactics of the government they 
resorted to looting treasuries and grain 
shops, damaging railway stations and tracks, 
cutting telepbone wires and so on. Manubhai 
took to revolutionary activities with great 
zeal for which be was however unbraided by 
Gandbiji. British authorities announced a high reward for his arrest 
for masterminding such activities. When arrested he was kept in 
solitary confinement and constantly interrogated without result. 


Aruna Vajpayi interviews this veteran freedom fighter and former 
Cabinet Minister. 


Manubhai Shah was the Minister for Commerce and Industry in 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s cabinet and later held the same portfolio in the 
first two cabinets of Indira Gandhi. He held the same portfolio from 
1956 to 1971. Prior to coming to the centre he was the Minister for 
Industry and Labour in the first Government of Saurashtra headed by 
U.N. Dhebar. Impressed by his good work, Jawaharlal Nehru invited 
him to join his cabinet in 1956. Though retired from active politics 
he is still working for promotion of international trade. His first 
association with the freedom struggle was the Quit India Movement. 
When asked who inspired him to join the freedom movement he said: 


“My grandfather was an admirer of Gandhiji. Though my father 
was the District Magistrate of Wadhawan (now Surendranagar) he was 
a nationalist at heart. Satyagraha and Gandhiji were subjects of daily 
talks in our family. The British Government did not approve of my 
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father’s nationalist feelings and therefore held back his promotions. So 
unconsciously I imbibed the feeling of nationalism and freedom." 


Gandhiji visited Wadhawan camp in 1926 in connection with his 
call of boycott of all foreign and mill cloth. Though Manubhai was 
just a child he took active part in the boycott movement. Describing 
the enthusiasm of the people he said: 


“The response to Gandhiji’s call was so overwhelming that even 
children could not remain unaffected. They organised themselves in 
Vanar Sena. I too joined it. We collected the foreign and mill-made 
clothes discarded by the people and made a bonfire of them.” 


Manubhai was born on 1 November 1915 in Wadhawan. His 
father’s financial position was not very good as he had to support 
a big family comprising seven sons, three daughters, two brothers and 
two sisters. Reminiscing about those days Manubhai said: 


“I had to walk four kilometres to reach my school. I passed the 
matriculation examination from Wadhawan. As there was no facility for 
further education there I went to Bhavnayar to do Intermediate science. 
I did my graduation from Baroda University. I wanted to become a 
solicitor. But one of my uncles told me that there was no future in 
that profession and persuaded me to take a degree in technology. 
So I joined Bombay University for B.Sc. (Hons) in Technology. While 
I was in my B.Sc. (Hons) final, Lala Shriram of Delhi Cloth Mill (DCM) 
visited the Bombay University to select officers for his mill. That was 
in 1937. I was selected by Lala Shriram. So after passing B.Sc. (Hons) 
I went to Delhi to join the DCM.” 


At the time of Quit India Movement Manubhai was working with 
the DCM as Senior Adviser on a very good salary. Manubhai could 
not keep himself away from the Quit India Movement in 1942. He 
said, “The next day after the historic declaration by Gandhiji, Congress 
leaders were arrested. Gandhiji’s call of 'Do or Die’ fired the patriotic 
fervour of the youth of India. Aruna Asaf Ali was the all India leader. 
I took upon myself the responsibility of organising the workers in 
Delhi. H.N. Bhuguna and B.V. Keshar also participated in the movement 
from Delhi. 


The Quit India Movement was expected to be non-violent. But 
it did not remain so. H.N. Bahuguna and I persuaded about 1000 
students of St. Stephen’s and Hindu College to take part in the 
movement. On my persuasion about 11,00 workers joined hands with 
the students to join the movement's programme. The programme 
initially comprised hartals, picketing, closures of schools and colleges, 
taking out processions. There were non-violent activities but the strong- 
arm tactics of the Government compelled the workers to become 
violent. Now the programme included attacks on Government offices 
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and properties, looting of the treasuries, strong-rooms and grain shops, 
damaging railway stations and tracks, cutting telephone wires, boycott 
of British currency and so on. 


On 11 August 1942 I led a procession of about 10,000 workers 
to Chandni Chowk. As we reached Kotwali Police Station, the Inspector 
General of Police, Mr. Killburn ordered the processionists to stop. We 
proceeded further in disregard of his order. Killburn ordered firing. As 
a result one of the processionists died. Maddened with fury the 
processionists attacked the police station and killed a policeman. 
Though the procession was dispersed, there was heavy patrolling in 
the city. 


On the same night I planned derailment of the Frontier Mail. In 
the cover of darkness we went to the Yamuna bridge and removed 
the fish plates of the railway track. With the help of hand-grenades 
three pillars of the bridge were destroyed. 


Later on I was upbraided by Gandhiji for my violent activities. 


Another programmes of ours was the boycott of British currency. 
We often took out a procession to the headquarters of the Imperial 
Bank. In the presence of the official of the Bank we burnt currency 
notes of various denominations. 


In December 1942 we organised ourselves into 10 groups of 
seven workers each to loot ten foreign shops in Connaught Place. We 
broke open the shops with sulphur bombs and looted its merchandise. 
Immediately after looting the shops we went into the bylanes and 
changed our clothes and joined the policemen who were running 
around to look for the raiders of the shops. 


A few days later we decided to change the names of about 5000 
roads of Delhi and New Delhi which were named after British 
dignitaries. We wanted to give new names after the leaders of our 
freedom movement. In this Gandhiji’s youngest son, Devdas Gandhi, 
who was the Editor of The Hindustan Times helped us a lot. He got 
the posters with the names of our national leaders printed in the 
Hindustan Times Press. We covered the stone slabs bearing the names 
of the roads with the posters bearing the names of our leaders. The 
entire operation was completed within a few hours. So efficient was 
our organisation. The police were confounded that such a massive 
operation could be carried out overnight. Somehow they came to know 
that it was masterminded by me. The Government announced a high 
reward for my arrest. 


In order to evade arrest I grew a beard and started wearing a 
fez cap. There was not a single place where I spent more than one 
night. The police had raided the houses of all my friends and 
acquaintances. 
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On January 3, 1943 Bahuguna and I climbed up the statue of 
George V near India Gate and put a big black robe on it with the 
words ’Death to the Tyrant’ on it. We also broke its nose and escaped, 
taking advantage of darkness. I was arrested on 9 January 1943 while 
leading a big procession through Chandni Chowk and Fatehpuri. The 
Inspector General of Police did not recognize me as I was in disguise. 
But one of our workers who was promised pardon if he helped the 
police to arrest me gave me away. I tried to dodge the police but 
was caught by Killburn in one of the lanes of Fatehpuri. I was kept 
in solitary confinement in a cell in the Red Fort. Police officers in 
batches of three interrogated me by turns round the clock. The idea 
behind it was not to allow me to sleep, and ultimately, out of sheer 
exhaustion, I would give them information about our programmes and 
wanted persons. I did not yield. Eventually I was shifted to the Delhi 
jail. From there along with 12,00 other active workers of Quit India 
Movement I was sent to Ferozepur Jail. H.N. Bahuguna was also with 
me. I was charged for violent activities and waging war against the 
Emperor under Articles 120 & 120(A) of the Indian Penal Code. Because 
of lack of evidence the charges were dropped. I remained in the 
Ferozpur Jail as a detenue and not as an accused and was put in 
B class. 


"The food given to us in the jail, rumali roti and boiled 
leafy vegetables did not suit me. I developed acute amoebic 
dysentery. I was not given any treatment by the prison authorities. 
To protest against the callous behaviour of the jail authorities 
the co-prisoners went on a hunger strike. Ultimately, Dr. Williamson 
was called from Lahore. I was cured by his treatment and regained 
health. The prisoners gave up the hunger strike on the arrival 
of Dr. Williamson. 


Gradually the 12,00 political prisoners from Delhi were released. 
But I along with two others was released three years after Gandhiji’s 
release and that too when he wrote to the Home Secretary, Mr. 
Tottenham, saying that the violent activities of the three young 
detenues were nothing compared to the leonine violence of the British 
Government. 


After release from the jail I resumed my job at DCM. When the 
first Ministry was formed in Saurashtra under the Chief Ministership 
of U.N. Dhebar. I joined it as the Minister for Industry and Labour. 
Later, Finance was also given to me. The measures I took for abolition 
of Zamindari, giving land to the tillers and for the setting up of an 
Industrial Estate which was the first of its kind in the country were 
very much appreciated by Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel. I was 
invited by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1956 to join his cabinet as Minister 
of Commerce and Industry." 
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Speaking further, Shantibhai recalled his contact with national 
leaders: "I saw Gandhiji for the first time when he visited Wadhawan 
in 1926 during the boycott of foreign cloth. I was very young. I did 
not talk to him then. I met Gandhiji during the Individual Satyagraha 
in 1940. I expressed my eagerness to join the satyagraha. But Gandhiji 
said, ’Do whatever you are doing. If I need your services, I will call 
you." 


"I did not know Sardar Patel, when U.N. Dhebar asked me to 
join his Government in Saurashtra. I was working with the DCM and 
was comfortable. I was not willing to join Dhebar’s Government as 
the salary of a State Government minister was very low; it was a 
pittance compared to what I was getting in the DCM. Dhebar talked 
to Sadar Patel and the latter called me. He persuaded me to join the 
Dhebar Ministry as the Minister of Industry and Labour. 


In 1956 Jawaharlal Nehru invited me to join his Ministry as Minister 
of Commerce and Industry. I held that portfolio till 1971. This period 
covered the prime ministerships of Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal Bahadur Shastri 
and Indira Gandhi. 


About the future of India I am very optimistic, in spite of the 
fact that the present political scenario is not very satisfactory. The 
growth of the lower and uneducated classes has added to the problems 
of the country. But this is a transitional period. A new society will 
emerge say after twenty or twenty-five years. Then India will be one 
of the foremost countries." 


SHANTA PATEL 
FREEDOM STRUGGLE - A FAMILY AFFAIR 


Shanta Patel was just twenty when she 
was arrested in 1930 for joining the Salt 
Satyagraha. She was kept in Belgaum Jail. 
She had spent a few days in Sabarmati and 
Yervada Jails too. Her taking part in 
freedom struggle or courting imprisonment 
was nothing unusual in the atmosphere in 
which she was brought up. Born in a family 
which breathed sedition, it came naturally 
to ber. Her father Narasinhbhai Patel was a 
revolutionary committed to the over throw 

ae _ Of the colonial Government by any means. 
It is a differnt matter that be later became 
a staunch follower of Gandbiji. 


Tracing the sequence of ber early induction into politics, eighty- 
eight-year-old Shanta Patel spoke to Aruna Vajpayee. 


"I was hardly four when my father was exiled for his revolutionary 
activities. The first conscious memory of my childhood days is my 
mother talking to my father’s friends or relatives about police, jail, 
British Government. My father was in the Gaekwad Education Service. 
During his posting in Baroda, he came under the influence of Aurobindo 
Ghose who was among the top revolutionaries of those days. My father 
learnt Bengali to read Aurobindo Ghose’s Bandemataram and other 
Bengali writings preaching rebellion. The agitation following the 
partiton of Bengal had its repercussions all over India. My father and 
his friends planned armed activities in Gujarat in support of the Bengal 
agitation. The task was little easy for them as they functioned from 
the princely State of Baroda not under direct British rule. My father 
disseminated information about how to make bombs through 
camouflaged publications. He gave them innocuous names such as 
Vanaspatini Davao (Harbal medicines), Kasrat (Exercise), Yadu 
Vanshno Itibas (History of Yadavas), etc. The Bombay Government 
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had some inkling of his activities. But it could not take action as he 
was functioning from the Baroda State. 


An Inadvertent Faux pas on the part of Sayaji Rao Gaekwad gave 
the British an opportunity to rebuke and put pressure on him to 
proceed against the revolutionaries in his State. On the occasion of 
Delhi Darbar in 1919, all the princes of the native states had gathered 
in Delhi to offer their loyalty to George V. After paying his tributes 
to George V, Sayaji Rao returned to his seat with his back to the 
throne. The Viceroy was visibly annoyed. The detractors of the 
Gaekwad further fuelled the Viceroy by telling him that the Baroda 
State had given refuge to a number of mutineers. The Viceroy wrote 
to the Bombay Government to take action against all the rebels. 


On getting clearance from the Viceroy, the Bombay Government 
instructed Sayaji Rao Gaekwad to exile my father—the intention being 
to arrest him the moment he stepped into the British territory. 
Accordingly my father was sentenced to five years’ exile and Rs. 300 
fine. This was in December 1911. To escape arrest he fled to 
Pondicherry, a French colony. From there he left for Mwanza in German 
East Africa (now Tanzania) in 1942 which was under German 
occupation. 


We, my mother, my elder sister and I, joined my father in Mwanza. 
Our education began there. We were taught Gujarati and English by 
my father. Besides this we were taught history. My father admired 
Mazzini and De Valera. He used to tell us how these too great men 
had emerged as heroes for the independence of their country. He 
would also tell us about the British Government in India, the nationalist 
struggle, contribution of Ranade, Aurobindo, Tilak and others to the 
freedom struggle. I do no remember Gandhiji’s name being mentioned 
in the discourse. He‘not even did know about Gandhiji’s activities as 
we were cut off from the rest of the world. 


As my father had plenty of time, he stucied German, read a lot 
particularly, Tolstoy and was very much impresed by him. While he 
was reading Tolstoy, he met CF Andrews who became his lifelong 
friend. During one of his visits to South Africa, Andrews informed my 
father about Gandhiji’s satyagraha in South Africa and its extension 
in India. This was a turning point in my father’s life. Gandhiji and 
Tolstoy impressed him so much that from an advocate of armed 
struggle, he became a staunch pacifist. Though we were very young, 
he used to tell us he was wrong in believing that India could be freed 
by resorting to terrorist methods. The fight for freedom as Gandhiji 
had undertaken in South Africa, should be non-violent I saw CF 
Andrews for the first time in Mwanza". 


About her life in India, Shanta Patel said, "My father’s term of 
exile was over in 1918, or 1919. As he knew German and Bengali, 
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CF Andrews persuaded him to join Santiniketan as a teacher of 
German. He agreed. We returned to India in 1920. I joined school 
there. But I was more interested in learning drawing which I learnt 
from Nandalal Bose. After a few years in Santiniketan, my father 
began to feel restless. His heart was in politics and social reform. 
Even during his revolutionary days, he spoke openly aginst the 
system of dowry prevalent in the Patel community. My father’s desire 
to re-enter politics, this time in a different form, made us leave 
Santiniketan and shift to Anand in Kheda District of Gujarat. 


My father plunged into politics. I too became involved in public 
affairs. These activities mainly comprised picketing in front of liquor 
shops and boycott of foreign clothes. The police used to lathi charge 
to disperse us. There was a Parsi police officer who used to say 'why 
do you indulge in all this? I do not want to hurt you. But you girls 
compel me to use force’. At times, we were arrested and taken out 
of city limits and then released. Our house became a meeting place 
for the local politicians. K.M. Munshi, Tribhuvandas Patel (guiding spirit 
behind Amul Dairy), Darbar Gopaldas (first prince to relinquish his 
kingdom to join the freedom movement) were our regular visitors. 


Along with his political activities, my father started a magazine 
called Patidar. That provided a platform to fight the obnoxious customs 
of the Patel community and expose the persons who prepetuated such 
customs. Patidsar became a mouthpiece of social reform. Its readers 
enjoyed my father’s writings. I started helping my father in his 
journals’s work too. When he was away for his poltical activities or 
during his imprisonment, my sister and I wrote articles for the 
magazine, edited it and did proof-reading. Further, in order to save 
money, all incidental work was done by us, i.e., wrapping the 
magazine, pasting stamps on them and carrying them to the psot office. 
I have had no formal schooling. But the informal education I received 
at the hands of my father, equipped me to bring out Patidar. Both 
of us were virtually associate editors of this journal. More than me 
my sister had inherited my father’s powerful pen. 


Life in those days was very insecure. Every now and then, the 
police would come and confiscate whatever we had in house. So we 
kept only bare necessities in our home. In the meantime, I got married. 
It was a very simple ceremoney. No dowry was given. My father was 
criticised for not providing a sumptous feast to the community. 


In 1930, I joined Salt Satyagraha. My sister too wanted to join 
it. But one of us had to remain behind to bring out the magazine. 
It was almost certain that my father would be arrested. I was so 
insistent on joining the satyagraha that my sister gave in. I accompanied 
my father to receive Gandhiji to Boriavi which was on the route of 
Dandi March and walked with him up to the next halt. Gandhiji called 
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me and asked, "Will you be able to bear lathi charge and 
imprisonment?" I replied, "I have not been to jail so far but have 
experienced lathi charge a number of times". 


Gandhiji then turned to my father and said, "Narasinhbhai, have 
you informed her in-laws? I hope they have on objection". Gandhiji 
knew that I was married. He had sent me his blessings on my wedding 
day. My father was arrested in the early stages of the satyagraha and 
was kept in Yeravada jail. I was arrested a few days later while 
picketing at a liqour shop. I was first taken to Sabarmati jail and then 
to Yervada jail and finally to Belgaum jail and was given "C" class. 
There were about ten other women with me. As we were political 
prisoners we were not given hard work but the jail authorities did 
not let us sit idle. The task given to us was to clean dal, wheat, and 
bajra and to cut vegetables. However, the interesing thing was that 
though we cleaned wheat and cut vegetables we were not given either 
wheat chapatis or vegetable. We were given bajra chapati and dal 
supposed to be the lower quality food. 1 ate that with great difficulty. 
I could not get used to it. As a result I lost weight, Maridula Sarabhai 
was in the same jail but she was presumably given superior class, 
perhaps "B". The still superior "A"-class was meant for VIP prisoners. 
Even "B"-class prsioners got better food and could have visitors. Mridula 
and I used to meet clandestinely while drying out clothes. We were 
not allowed to see the visitors but she was. So during our meetings 
she wculd give me the news and messages of my relatives. When 
she noticed that I was losing weight, she started passing on her share 
of butter to me and sometimes her chapatis too. Once or twice I was 
caught taking food from Mridula Sarabhai. Under the orders of the jail 
superintendent, it was snatched away from me. I found such treatment 
very humiliating. 


Gandhi-Irwin pact was signed in March 1931. Following that all 
the satyagrahis were released. 


Soon after I got involved in Patidar work again." 


Shantaben continued after a brief interlude when she had to be 
assisted to shift position in bed, about her close association with some 
of the titans of pre-independent India. "As my father was a well known 
Congress worker, our house in Anand was a centre of all Congress 
activities. We had a number of Congress leaders as our guests. 


During Salt Satyagraha, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, better known 
as Frontier Gandhi, arrived in Sabarmati after Gandhiji had left for 
Dandi. On his way to join Gandhiji, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan arrived 
in Anand late at night. He stayed in our house. We made bed for 
him on the terrace. When he arrived on the terrace accompanied by 
my father, he saw us—my sister and me laughing at the huge bed. 
Khan Sahab said, "You are laughing at my big size. But I can lift both 
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of you together". Saying this he looked at us to watch our reaction. 
We ran away to return very soon. I recollect how, during his short 
stay with us, this majestic person bestowed his affection on us. His 
frontier Urdu had its own charm. Khan Saheb stayed only for a night. 
He woke up early in the morning, had a glass of milk and left to 
catch up with Gandhiji. 


We were very close to Deenabandhu Andrews and Rabindranath 
Tagore. As long as we were in Santiniketan, both of them often came 
to our house. CF Andrews especially liked Gujarati Khadi. He always 
insisted on sitting with us in the kitchen to have his food. What I 
found very amusing was that he invariably forgot to put on his shoes 
after coming out of kitchen. Half way to his residence it would occur 
to him that he had not worn his shoes and would come all the way 
back. When he visited our house in Anand he did the same thing. 
While leaving the house, he forgot to put on his shoes. 


I met Gandhiji for the first time in the Sabarmati Ashram. My 
sister and I had accompanied my father during one of his visits to 
the Ashram to see Gandhiji. He was sitting on a chatai (mattress) 
and reading some papers. When he looked up he seemed very serious 
and stern. I was scared and hid myself behind my father. Realising 
that I was upset, Gandhiji started talking to me. He was so affectionate 
that within minutes I became very comfortable. 


Gandhiji was happy that I wore khadi. He advised me to learn 
how to spin on a charkha or a takli. 


Another fond memory of Gandhiji is of the time when I met him 
after ! joined Salt Satyagraha. He was delighted to see me actively 
associated with the satyagraha. But he was very apprehensive about 
my parents in-law’s reaction.. That is why he had asked my father, 
as stated earlier, "Narasinhbhai have you informed Shanta’s in-laws?" 
On hearing from my father that they had objection, Gandhiji endorsed 
my participation. 


Sardar Patel was very well known to my father. They studied 
together in a schood in Nadiad. As he was a reserved person, we 
hardly had any communication with him. I was quite friendly with 
Manibehn and we met on and off as long as she lived. 


I gave up active politics in 1933, but continued to take interest 
in social work. Though I left Anand to join my husband, whenever 
my father needed my help for the magazine I returned to Anand. 


In Delhi, I was an office-bearer of the Gujarati Mahila Sabha and 
took keen interest in organising its activities. For the last six years, 
I have been bed-ridden. I am not able to do anything now. I wonder 
if this is life at all. 


MALATI CHOUDHURY 
A DIFFERENT DUSK 


Malati Choudhury ranks among those 
fearless women who pledged their lives to the 
sole objective of attaining freedom for their 
motherland. Wife of veteran freedom fighter 
from Orissa Nabakrushna Choudbury, this 
daring woman became a source of inspira- 
tion for many other women to join the 
freedom struggle. The action in ber life 
began when she along with Narasimba 
Mohanty dared to attend flag hoisting in 
Cuttack to celebrate ’Purna Swaraj Diwas’ on 
26 January 1930 defying probibitory orders. 
During Salt Satyagraha she moved from one 
place to other motivating people to join the historic event in India’s 
freedom struggle. While picketing against Council elections she was 
arrested and put in jail where she kept ber daughter also with ber 
for more than a year. During Quit India Movement she went around 
from one place to other on foot inspiring people to join the movement 
for which she was once again arrested. 


In a conversation with Surendra Patra this indomitable freedom 
fighter recalls nostalgically her eventful freedom struggle days. 


The serenity of the dusk was creating a mood of sublimity in 
and around the place. The Ashram cows were returning to their shed. 
Inmates of Baji Rout Chhatrabas were preparing themselves for the 
Basant Utsav. They celebrate this festival on the evening of Dola 
Purnima. Some of the girls were fixing palash branches to bring our 
a kunja and others were rehearsing a dance sequence to be performed 
that evening. But away from this din a 92-year-old frail lady was sitting 
quietly in the verandah of the famous Malati Kutir where Nabakrushna 
Choudhury lived till his death. She was Malati Choudhury, the wife 
of an ex-chief-minister who had written his name in indelible ink in 
the history of Orissa. 
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Malati Devi’s ancestors were from the then East-Bengal or today’s 
Bangladesh. Her father Kumudbandhu Sengupta was a famous barrister 
of India who died when she was only three years old. Now in the 
dusk of her life she could not recollect the face of her father but 
from others she had heard many incidents about his greatness, humility 
and steadfastness. Her mother Snehalata Sen took to teaching girls in 
a High School in Darjeeling after the death of her husband. The name 
of the High School was Victoria Girls High School where Snehalata 
Devi also took the charge of Head Mistress. 


Her childhood and the school education in Darjeeling was really 
stormy. In the year when she had to appear in matriculation examination, 
Gandhiji gave the call for Non-cooperation Movement. To avoid 
examination she went away to a relative’s house in Rangpur. Her mother 
had to persuade her to sit in the exams. At last she appeard in the 
exams and stood first but never agreed with her mother to study in 
government colleges. Rather she preferred a ’'Swadeshi Ashram’ like 
Gurudev’s Santiniketan." My grandfather Biharilal Gupta had good family 
relationship with Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore’s family. Quoting his 
reference I wrote to Gurudev to admit me in Santiniketan. I was a sixteen 
year old girl and wanted to stay in Santiniketan. That was difficult for 
Gurudev as there was no provision for girl students in Santiniketan at 
that time. So Gurudev wrote to my mother that if my mother agreed 
to stay as the superintendent of a girls’ hostel then only he 
(Rabindranath) could open a dormitory for girls like me who were not 
interested to read in government colleges. Because of me my mother 
agreed and then both of us moved to Santiniketan." recalls Smt. 
Choudhury. 


"I lived in Santiniketan for about seven years. I loved the Ashram. 
In my time it was an abode of tranquility, serenity, sublimity, love 
and of human values.’ Here in Santiniketan she met a youngman from 
Orissa, Nabakrushna Choudhury. Before coming to Santiniketan 
Nabababu was in Sabarmati Ashram. Mahatma sent him to Santiniketan. 


Both married in 1927. However, due to some differences with 
her in-laws Smt. Choudhury left her in-law’s house and stayed at 
Tarikunda where Gopabandhu Choudhury had a few acres of land and 
one small house. Here in 1928 Smt. Choudhury gave birth to her first 
daughter, Uttara (Bubu) who was later married to the son of Mahadev 
Desai, the Private Secretary of Mahatma Gandhi. 


Tarikunda transformed Minu Sen to Malati Choudhury. Coarse and 
hand woven Khadi took the place of superfine sarees. The food habit 
also underwent a sea change. instead of superfine rice she started 
taking coarse and farm produced rice. While staying in Tarikunda both 
started a Congress Samyabadi Sangha. They also started publishing a 
magazine entitled Sarathi. As there was no source of income for this 
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venture Malati Choudhury sold her ornaments. And this was not the 
only case when Smt. Choudhury sold her ornaments In 1930 when 
Gandhi opted for Labon Satyagraha (Salt Satyagraha) Smt. Choudhury 
donated six pieces of gold bangles to the Satyagrahi Fund. That was 
one example which inspired a number of ladies and others to donate 
benevolently to the Satyagrah Panthi (fund). That year on 26th January 
1930, the satyagrahis decided to celebrate "Purna Swaraj Divas" in 
Orissa. The government mechinery did whatever it could to defuse 
the move. But it was Malati Choudhury and Narasimha Mohanty who 
dared to attend the flag hoisting within the premises of Lokseva Press 
at Kathgada Sahi in Cuttack. Seeing a lady in the forefront more and 
more locals came to the place and the programme continued 
throughout the day and in the evening the satyagrahis read out the 
oath of Purna Swaraj fearlessly. 


At the time of Laban Satyagrah Malati Devi was moving from place 
to place like a tornado. It was difficult for the British police to 
understand that how could 4d lady move in such high speed. Once 
while picketing against the Council elections police caught hold of 
her and with her sister in law Golap Sundary. Police left Golap Sundary 
after one night but sent Malati Choudhury to Cuttack jail. At that time 
Malati Choudhury had to stay in ward No. 11 of Cuttack jail where 
thieves and muderers were staying. After trial the court awarded her 
six months’ imprisonment and she was sent to Bhagalpur Central Jail. 
However, the court allowed her to take her daughter who was only 
two and half year old then. Both mother and daughter stayed in 
Bhagalpur jail for not less than one year. After one year they were 
released from jail as a result of Gandhi - Irwin pact. In 1932 Malati 
Choudhury was again sent to Hajaribag jail. "This time Hajaribag jail 
became our home. Because Nabababu was in this jail. When I was 
imprisoned here I was allowed to take my daughter Bubu and my 
son Kalu (Binayak) with me. I and my two children stayed in this 
jail for six months, "recounts Smt. Choudhury. 


Towards 1942 the Indian freedom struggle was in its peak. By 
that time Indian National Congress Committee had enrolled Smt. 
Choudhury as a member. To discuss the steering of August 9 Movement 
Smt. Choudhury went to Bombay with Surendranath Dwivedy. There 
the leaders of the Congress took a decision for the ‘Quit India’ 
Movement. It was also decided secretly that the leaders would try 
their best to avoid police arrest and steer the movement in their 
respective areas. Surendra Nath Dwivedy and Smt. Choudhury instead 
of returning to Orissa directly went to Madras. From there they came 
to Orissa but instead of coming to Cuttack they got down at 
Bhubaneswar Railway Station which at that time was a very small place 
and out of police suspicion. Malati Choudhury visited places after places 
on foot and inspired people to jump into the Quit India Movement. 
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But police again arrested her and put her in Cuttack jail. She was 
released only in 1945. 


She was fully committed to creative works, adult education as 
well as education of tribals and backward people. Malati Choudhury 
recalls, "After independence I got opportunities of translating my ideas 
into practice. As a member of the Constituent Assembly, and as the 
president of Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee, I tried my best to 
emphasize the role of education in rural reconstruction. When my 
husband became the Chief Minister of Orissa in 1951, I was assertive 
enough to focus the plight of havenots, particularly those belonging 
to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Eventually I decided 
not to join politics because Gandhiji had advised that all Congress 
activists need not join politics but should work for and with people 
with service as their goal." 


Malati Choudhury never opted to be in power politics when she 
was in the noon of her life. She opted to build Baji Rout Chhatrabas. 
In the dusk of her life also she seems very happy with the Basant 
Utsav of 1997. At the age of 94 she does not feel unhappy for the 
time that she lived. Her caring attitude even now compells people 
to say ‘It is a different dusk’ 


M. FAROOQUI 
‘NOTHING LESS THAN FREEDOM’ 


M. Farooqui’'s passion for the liberation 
of bis motherland is by no means a strange 
Dbenomenon as the love for motherland runs 
in bis illustrious lineage. One of bis ancestors 
Hasan Askari was hanged by the British rulers 
in the first war of Independence in 1857 for 
serving as an advisor to the last Mughal 
Emperor Babadur Shah Zafar. Farooqui’s 
elder ‘brother took active part in the 
movement led by Gandbiji and was impris- 
> oned twice. Young Farooqui was expelled 

_ >) from the college for leading a protest march 

- against the arrest of Pandit Nebru. He was 

first arrested for giving anti-British speech in Calcutta in 1941. He 

was again arrested during the Quit India Movement for bis involvement 

in anti-British campaigns. Later in 1946 be was arrested for the third 

time for calling the boycott of ’Victory Parade’ organised by the British 
rulers to celebrate victory in Second World War. 


In @ conversation with Abrar Rebmani this veteran freedom 
fighter and seasoned politician describes in details his participation 
in freedom struggle and association with stalwarts like Pt. Nebru, 
Netaji, Maulana Azad. 


Young Farooqui was a student of St. Stephen’s College, Delhi 
University, when he joined the freedom movement in 1936. The anti- 
imperialist freedom struggle in India had entered its most crucial phase 
and spread far and wide, in urban and rural areas, influencing all 
sections of people. 


Under such circumstances the student community could not 
possibly remain isolated from what was happening around. So intense 
was the mood of the country that most universities in the country 
had become stormcentres of the freedom struggle. Anti-imperialist 
student organisations were being formed in various provinces. 
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When asked, what was the driving force behind his joining the 
freedom movement, the CPI leader began a wristful journey down the 
memory lane: 


"In July 1936, at the initiative of some leaders of the student 
movement, an All India Conference was held in Lucknow, where the 
All-India Student’s Federation (AISF) was formed. Interestingly, this 
conference was inaugurated by Jawaharlal Nehru (then the Congress 
President) and presided over by M.A. Jinnah (then the Muslim League 
President). 


Since the Lucknow Conference of the AISF cound not take up 
the task of framing its constitution, a special conference was held in 
Lahore (now in Pakistan) presided over by Sarat Chandra Bose, brother 
of Netaji Subhas Bose, and a prominent Congress leader, to complete 
that job. This was the first All-India Student’s Conference that I ever 
attended. 


Soon after the Lucknow Conference an AISF unit was formed in 
Delhi as well. I became a member of is provincial executive. 


The AISF was a broad-based militant organisation, reflecting the 
political trends in the Indian freedom struggle—Gandhites, Nehruites, 
supporters of Bose Socialists, Communists, etc. and all the rest. 


I could not possibly remain unaffected by all these developments. 
I would like to mention that the icon for students in those days was 
Jawaharlal Nehru with his modern, forward-looking and deeply secular 
left image. Nehru was also popularising the gains of socialism in the 
Soviet Union. I became a Nehruite before I became a Communist in 


1939. 


My family background also had a lot to do with my entry into 
politics. One of my ancestors Hasan Askari was hanged by the British 
imperialists in the anti-British 1857 "“mutiny", the first war of 
independence as Karl Marx described it. Hasan Askari was considered 
a political advisor of the last Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar. A 
severe repression was launched against our ancestors. 


My father, Moulana Moinuddin Farooqui, had graduated from the 
world-famous Islamic University of Deoband (U.P.) and was a follower 
of Shaikh-ul-Hind Maulana Mahamoodul Hasan, founder of the anti- 
imperialist Jamait-ul-Ulema. My elder brother Abdullah Farooqui (a well- 
known Urdu journalist went) to jail twice in the thirties in the Gandhi- 
led Congress movement. Thus, the anti-British sentiment was very 
strong in my family. 


I was born in 1920 in a small town, Aambehta, in Saharanpur 
District, U.P. My father died in 1923 when I was about three and a 
half years old. The family faced a rather hard life. My eldest brother 
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come to Delhi in 1927 and worked in the journals being run by the 
famous Khwaja Hassan Nizami. 


I had primary education in my place of birth, and in 1930 my 
eldest brother brought me to Delhi, and got me admitted to the Darya 
Ganj branch of the Anglo-Arabic School in Class VII. 


In 1934 I joined St. Stephen’s College after matriculation. Later, 
I finished my M.A. degree course in 1940 and stood second in the 
University exam. Thereafter, I joined Law and continued to be at St. 
Stephen’s since in those days Law Faculty was not an independent 
identity. 


At St. Stephen’s although a large number of students came from 
a rich background, the impact of the freedom movement was no less 
upon them. I was perhaps the only student in that college who wore 
khadi, and highly respected for that reason. They elected me President 
of the College Union (Criterion Club, as it was known) not once but 
twice. That was quite a feat, considering the fact that the student 
of St. Stephen’s who had their noses in the air, would scarcely re- 
elect a student the second time. 


In November 1940, the Delhi Student’s Federation, (with me as 
its president) called for a political strike in the University to protest 
against the repression launched by the British rulers against freedom 
fighters, as well as to protest against the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru. 
The strike was complete in all the college, including St. Stephen’s. 


This strike, the first of its kind in the history of the University, 
so much angered the then Vice-Chancellor, Sir Maurice Gwyer, that 
he had the Secreatary of the SF,D. Sanghi and me expelled from the 
University. As a result, my M.A. degree had to be forfeited. . 


The action triggered a country-wide protest in universities. Sir 
Maurice Gwyer was not even allowed to address. university 
convocations wherever he went Lucknow and Bombay, for instance. 


Faced with such a hostility, Sir Gwyer once called me to his official 
residence at Akbar Road, talked to me nicely and handed me a typed 
paper to sign. I was being asked to apologise for my actions. I tore 
off the paper, threw it away and walked out. 


Sir Maurice Gwyer’s action marked the begining of a new chapter 
in my life. I decided to join full-time politics and became active in 
the freedom struggle. Three times I was imprisoned by the British, 
including during the Quit India Movement of 1942. I never looked 
back. 


In those days, we Communists worked for the Congress which 
was the broad anti-imperialist platform of various trends in the freedom 
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movement. Even while being associated with the Student’s Federation, 
I participated in the work of the Congress, was elected a member 
of the Delhi District Congress Committee, which the Left (Communists 
and Forword Bloc) had wrested from the Asaf Ali-Deshbandhu group. 


In December 1939 the first anti-war All-India Student’s Conference 
called by the AISF was held in Delhi (World War II had broken out 
in September that year). The Conference was presided over by Netaji 
Subhas Bose. I was the chairman of the Reception Committee. 


Following my expulsion from the University, the Annual 
Conference of the All-India Student’s Federation (AISF) held in Nagpur 
in the Christmas week of December 1940, elected me General 
Secretary of the organisation—the highest elective post of the AISF. 
I was the first communist to have been elected General Secretary." 


At this point Shri Farooqi was asked to elaborate a little on his 
arrests under British rule and his association with the great men of 
those times. He proceeded, in reply: 


"My first arrest was in Calcutta in the summer of 1941." This was 
for an anti-British speech that I delivererd in Asutosh College. I got 
a year’s sentence for that speech and was lodged, first in Presidency 
Jail and later in Alipore jail. On appeal the sentence was reduced to 
"already undergone". It was in Alipore jail that I had the good fortune 
of meeting the prisoners of the famous Chittagong Armoury Raid Case, 
repatriated from the Andamans. 


The second time I was jailed during the Quit India Movement. 
I was in detention for nearly 14 months. In those days Delhi’s political 
prisoners were sent to Punjab (of those days). I was sent along with 
the first batch of Delhi’s prisoners, first Shahpur jail (near Dera Ghazi 
Khan), then transferred to old Central jail, Multan which had the biggest 
concentration of political prisoners of Delhi and Punjab. Delhi’s political 
prisoners detained in various jails in Punjab were finally sent to 
Ferozpur camp jail. So I too was sent there. 


The third time I was arrested in 1946, during the mighty post- 
war anti-imperialist upsurge, the high-water mark of our glorious 
freedom struggle. The Communist Party unit in Delhi, of which I was 
then the Secretary, had called for the boycott of "Victory parade" being 
organised by the British rulers to celebrate their victory in the World 
War II. The boycott was a complete success. There was hartal (strike) 
in the city and police firing, in which three people were killed. The 
parade could not proceed beyond the Odeon Cinema in Connaught 
Place. I was arrested and sentenced to six months imprisonment. 


For some time during the post-War upsurge I was forced to live 
underground. 
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I had personally met Gandhiji, Nehru, Netaji Subhas Bose and 
Moulana Azad, among others. My first meeting with Gandhiji was in 
early 1941, after I was elected General Secretary of the AISF. Some 
anti-Communist student leaders working in the AISF floated a parallel 
AISF failed miserably to when they prevented a Communist from being 
elected General Secretary in the Nagpur AISF conference. They accused 
us of being communist of undemocratic methods. They claimed 
Gandhiji’s support. Then I wrote to Gandhiji. He replied in his own 
handwriting on a postcard, asking me to meet him in Sevagram Ashram 
(near Wardha). 


I consider it a great event in my political life. Gandhiji listened 
patiently to my version of the Nagpur AISF conference. I requested 
him to conduct an inquiry to find out the truth. He asked Rajkumari 
Amrit Kaur (first Health Minister of independent India) then living in 
the Ashram to investigate. She met both sides in Banaras Hindu 
University at the house of Sgtish Kalelkar, son of Kaka Kalelkar. After 
that it was left to Satish Kalelkar to report to Gandhiji. He made various 
proposals for re-unification of the Student’s Federations, and wrote in 
his last report to Gandhiji: "I found Farooqi to be the most reasonable 
person. He would accept every proposal I would make to him for 
the unity of the AISF, while the other side would reject." 


After this the counter-wing student leaders lost the support of 
Gandhiji. 

I had several occasions to meet Gandhiji later in Delhi during 
those critical times of communal strife. Communists and Congressmen 
in the capital worked together to combat the communal forces and 
to preserve communal unity. We used to meet Gandhiji regularly in 
Birla House (now Gandhiji Smarak at Tees January Marg) to seek his 
guidence in this respect. 


I have already mentioned how Nehru inspired my generation of 
students. Being in Delhi I would meet him in Congress-organised 
receptions or meetings or at student gatherings. I have also referred 
to my association with Subhas Bose during the AISF Anti-War 
Conference in Delhi in December 1939. 


Along with my brother, who was in the Congress and had been 
jailed twice, I had meetings with Moulana Azad, a great scholar who 
would inspire people to fight for the independence of the country, 
and for Hindu-Muslim unity. 


During my detention in various jails in Punjab, during the Quit 
India Movement, I had met among others, Pratap Singh Kairon (later 
Chief Minister of Punjab), Bhim Sen Sachar, also a Chief Minister of 
Punjab, Biju Patnaik (former Chief Minister of Orissa) who had also 
been arrested in Delhi, Chaudhary Devi Lal (Deputy Prime Minister 
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in V.P. Singh’s Government), Mir Mushtaq Ahmad and Dr. Yudhvir Singh 
who later headed the State Government in Delhi. It is difficult to 
remember all the names, though. 


Jail life in the early phase of the 1942 movement was extremely 
harsh. We were treated as ordinary criminals, as "C" class prisoners, 
denied interviews, newspapers and books. Then we had to fight for 
better jail conditions to force the rulers to behave. 


As mentioned earlier, I have continued to be in active politics 
even after independence. I am a wholetimer of the Communist Party 
of India, now its National Secretary. Earlier, for nearly 25 years I was 
Secretary of the CPI’s Delhi State unit. I was a member of Delhi's 
interim Metropolitan Council in 1966 and have been a member of the 
National Integration Council of the Government of India (presided over 
by Prime Minister) since 1990." 


To the last question : What was his perception of India today, 
the India of the post-independence days, the spirited old leader said: 


"Undoubtedly, post-independence India has several achievements 
to its credit. We have a Constitution based on secular democracy 
and federalism, which are essential to preserve unity of a multi- 
religious and multi-lingual society. One of the gifts of independence 
is adult franchise which has given our people a strong sense of self- 
confidence, the awareness that it is they who can make and unmake 
governments in the states as well as in the centre. 


Importantly, India is the only continuing democracy among the 
third world countries which became independent in the post World 
War II period. We have held eleven general elections to Lok Sabha 
since 1952, when the first one was held under the Constitution of 
independent India. This is no mean achievement. 


India’s development on the basis of a mixed economy with the 
state sector playing an important role, has also been significant, both 
in the spheres of industry and in agriculture. Without the state sector 
we could not have achieved such good results. That needs to be 
emphasised. 


The average life-span of an Indian has doubled after 
independence. It was just about 27 years during the British rule. 


Many more people go to schools and colleges now than was the 
case under the British rule. For example, when I was a student of 
Delhi University, the number of university students was only three 
thousand. Now it is more than one _ lakh and fifty thousand. The number 
of girls in the colleges has increased by leaps and bounds. Of course, 
Delhi’s population has increased by more than ten times since those 
days. But even then, these are significant achievements. 
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We have now a large number of engineers, doctors and all kinds 
of technical personnel produced by our universities - highly talented 
people—whom we should be proud of. 


We pursued a foreign policy of peace, anti-imperialism and non- 
alignment. India was recognised as a great world leader of the Non- 
Aligned Movement. 


India, after 50 years of independence, has entered a new phase 
in her political life. The era of one-party rule is over, for the time 
being at least. The United Front government of 14 parties, national 
and regional, with secularism and federalism as its guiding principles 
and with its pro-poor orientation, can give a new hope to the common 
people, to the younger generation in particular." 


It was time to take leave of this interesting man, who had been 
witness to the birth of free India and the suffering and sacrifice 
associated with it. It was only fitting to have a message for the future 
generation. He hastened to add: 


"Yes, as during the freedom struggle, so in the struggle for 
regeneration of healthy politics and healthy social culture, the young 
people will, no doubt, play a decisive role. I am sure of that." 


BIPINPAL DAS 
‘DRAWN TOWARDS THE WHIRLPOOL’ 


A brilliant academecian and nationalist to the core Bipinpal Das 
firmly believes in Ganbiji's principles of non-violence and satyagraba. 
Following the call of Gandbiji to launch the final struggle of freedom 
during the Quit India Movement, Bipinpal sacrificed his career and 
academic pursuits to jump into the struggle. He joined the Congress 
Socialist Party in 1946 and was closely associated with the stalwarts 
like Jayaprakash Narain, Ram Manobar Lobia, Narendra Deo. Later 
he joined the Congress and elected to the Lok Sabba. 


In the following pages Bipinpal Das gives a detailed account of 
his involvement in freedom struggle, his ideas, bis pursuits, bis 
experiences and above all the spirit of love for the motherland which 
simmered in bis heart from his childhood. These reminiscences are 
based on an interview given to Ranu Talukdar. 


"I was just six years old when the Indian National Congress held 
its plenary session at Pandu, just beyond the western boundary of the 
Guwahati city. I knew nothing about the Congress and Gandhiji and 
understood nothing about’ what they were doing. I remember this 
session because one of my uncles, Devapal Das, was a volunteer at 
that session and he used to narrate to us every evening what was 
happening at Pandu. I followed nothing and remembered nothing 
except the names of Mahatma Gandhi and two leaders of Assam, Tarun 
Ram Phukan and Nabin Chandra Bardoloi. Pt. Nehru did not attend 
the session, as he was away in Europe at that time. Of all the stories 
narrated by my uncle I can recollect only one. He along with three 
other volunteers was posted at the male delegates’ gate. Suddenly 
they saw Smt. Sarojini Naidu heading towards that gate. All the four 
blocked her way with their lathis and one of them said, "Madam, this 
is for gents only, not for ladies". Smt. Naidu gave them a stern look 
and by pushing the lathis back with both hands stepped forward 
majestically shouting at the volunteers, "I am not a woman". The poor 
students were literally frightened and looked on helplessly. Devapal 
told us, "What a woman really? Can easily outmatch an average man" 


BIPINPAL DAS 95 


I remember this incident only because it made a deep impression on 
my mind. I admired Smt. Naidu for her courage and open defiance 
of sex distinction even in the matter of admission into the conference 
hall. Somehow the idea of equality of sexes was imprinted in my young 
mind. 


Then onwards it became a habit for me to attend public 
meetings addressed by Tarun Ram Phukan and Nabin Chandra 
Bardoloi, two topmost leaders of Assam Congress at that time. After 
listening to their speeches more or less regularly for about two years 
I was able to have some idea about what independence meant and 
also about Gandhian technique of non-violent satyagraha. In some 
meetings I watched with wonder and admiration how the leaders 
courted arrest by the police without any resistance and any sign of 
resentment, fear or regret. Such scenes of courage and willing 
submission to quiet suffering and sacrifice for the cause of the 
motherland roused strong nationalist feeling in the hearts of 
everybody and fired my imagination. Both Phukan and Bardoloi were 
highly respected leaders and their eloquent speeches made great 
impact on the listeners. Both of them were not only reduced almost 
to paupers but also incurred huge debts repaid long afterwards by 
their sons and that was all due to the Pandu session of the Congress. 
Two younger leaders, Hem Barua and Omeokumar Das also earned 
my admiration not only for their inspiring speeches but also by their 
frequent trips to jail before my eyes, as both used to live in our 
neighourhood in those days. Intimate friends since childhood Das and 
Barua jumped into the freedom struggle together, deserted their 
homes in Sonitpur district and dedicated their whole life to the cause 
of the motherland. 


These examples of sacrifice and suffering and the inspiring 
message of the freedom struggle stirred my mind and roused nationalist 
sentiments in my heart. Meanwhile I started reading newspapers in 
Assamese and Bengali which were full of news of the freedom struggle 
appearing regularly on the front pages. The name of Gandhi, the man 
and the leader and his unique technique of non-violent satyagraha went 
deep into my mind and heart. I tried to follow in my own small way 
the values of truth, purity of mind and heart, simplicity in habits, the 
spirit of sacrifice and courage to stand up against injustice, inequality 
and exploitation. Without understanding anything about his philosophy 
and without grasping the meaning and significance of all that he 
preached and practised I tried to blindly imitate him in some matters 
that impressed me most. One was khadi and the other was his 
occasional fasts. I consulted people who followed the technique of 
spinning yarns with which I did weave a dhoti for myself in our 
handloom as taught by my mother and grandmother. That was when 
I was about 10 years old. Whenever Gandhiji observed fasting I also 
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went without food for the whole day. Such response to the Mahatma 
was wholly emotional without understanding the rationale behind all 
this. 


Although my father was a government servant he too possessed 
a rebust and independent mind typical of rural background. My uncle 
was a freedom fighter and had deep sympathies for the revolutionaries 
of Bengal some of whom used to come to him and even stay with 
him in the outhouse of our compound without the knowledge of 
my father. He was a PWD contracter and whatever he earned was 
spent in helping the poor Congress workers and others in need, but 
mainly his revolutionary guests. One day in the absence of the elderly 
menfolk in the house a police party entered the house. As they started 
a search operation my father arrived all of a sudden and asked them 
in angry tone why they entered the house without his permission. 
When the police officer said that they had a search warrant against 
Devapal, my father sbouted back, "This is not Devapal’s house. This 
is my house. Get out from here at once, or, I shall report just now 
to the higher authorities about your illegal action". The police party 
literally took to their heels. I witnessed the whole scene and was 
surprised, but felt proud that my father, although a government officer, 
had the guts and courage to show the door to the police party. 
Incidents like this also contributed to the shaping of my mind in 
nationalist mould. 


After completing seven years (including one year pre-primary) 
of my studies upto the sixth standard I had to attend three other 
schools for my lower secondary course due to posting of my father 
in three other towns of Assam. In all the five schools I always occupied 
the top position in the class. I appeared in the matriculation 
examination at Jorhat in 1938 under Calcutta University and topped 
the list of successful candidates from Assam with gold and silver medals 
and a first grade scholarship. Throughout my school career I continued 
to be under the influence of Gandhiji’s ideals and principles, but did 
not take part in any political activity. The idea of joining the freedom 
struggle did not occur to my mind at all. Because of my academic 
record my father, his close friends and advisers and my teachers 
encouraged me to prepare for the ICS examination during the next 
four years in college. I too was attracted towards it not because ICS 
was the highest cadre of government service at that time carrying 
with it high prestige and social position but because of the opportunity 
I would have to compete with the best of talents in the whole country. 
After my matriculation examination was over I read a number of books 
decorating the book stalls, but one book made a tremendous impact 
on my mind and that was Pt. Nehru’s Autobiography. This book 
changed my mind completely, and not only my plan to compete for 
ICS evaporated from my mind but I felt irresistibly drawn towards 
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Nehru. Since then it was not Gandhi but Nehru who dominated my 
thoughts and ideas so far as ideological issues of the freedom struggle 
were concerned, although Gandhiji continued to exercise an emotional 
appeal and command my faith in his supreme leadership. Besides his 
personal sacrifice and suffering for the cause of freedom Nehru’s 
modernism and scientific outlook appealed to my mind and it was 
for the first time that I learnt from his book what Socialism and Marxism 
were all about. So at this stage while remaining anchored to the 
Gandhian ideals of truth, non-violence and sacrifice and having deep 
faith in his overall leadership of the freedom struggle my mind travelled 
further along Nehru’s thoughts and ideas about what kind of society 
would have to be built after independence. 


I joined Cotton College of Guwahati for my I.Sc. course. I failed 
to keep up my school record in the second year class because of 
my involvement in student politics which was but a projection of the 
freedom struggle going in the county. In order to free myself from 
student politics I proceeded to join the Presidency College of Calcutta 
for my B.Sc. course with Honours in Physics. The war situation hotted 
up both in the eastern and western fronts and the news of rapid 
advance of the Japanese army accompanied by the Azad Hind Fouz 
(1.N.A.) created a lot of excitement among the people of Calcutta. 
On the other hand ‘Individual Satyagraha’ was going on and Gandhiji 
began to unfold bit by bit his mind about his contemplated final 
struggle for freedom. After the Japanese dropped bombs in the eastern 
part of erstwhile Bengal the Calcuttans were naturally scared and 
apprehended bombing of the city by the Japanese any moment. At 
Guwahati the situation was worse. Army camps (British and American) 
were set up in the heart of the city, bombers and fighters flew 
everhead almost continuously and the nights were completely blacked 
out. Almost all the people were evacuated either to their respective 
villages or some other towns leaving behind only one or two male 
members per family to guard their homes. The city was thick with 
rumours about the Japanese and the INA being already in Manipur 
and Nagaland. On the top of it Gandhiji’s statements published in the 
newspapers became more and more assertive and aggressive giving 
a clear signal to the nation that he was determined to launch the 
final struggle very soon. Listening to Berlin and Tokyo radio to follow 
the developments in the war fronts and closely following the political 
developments in the country through the newspapers kept me fully 
occupied. We were not worried at all about the advance of the 
Japanese army because of the presence of the INA with them. And 
then I waited impatiently for the final call of Gandhiji. The overall 
developments roused my nationalist sentiments to a high pitch and 
convinced me that it was the right time for the Congress to strike 
and deliver the last blow to the imperialist regime. I also believed 
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that the INA would not be able to liberate the country and that Netaji 
had run a grave risk by joining hands with the fascist military junta 
of Japan. Only a mass uprising and a determined mass struggle could 
liberate the country and none but Gandhiji was capable of leading 
it. 

The passing of the Quit India Resolution in the AICC meeting 
in Bombay and the two speeches of Gandhiji literally electrified the 
entire nation and millions of men and women were in the streets on 
the 9th of August, 1942 with grim determination to challenge the 
imperial might. Practically the entire youth in schools and colleges of 
India jumped into the movement in hundreds and thousands without 
bothering about the future in the least. In such a situation I found 
it impossible to sit quiet at home or to think of my future academic 
career. All Congress leaders of Assam were put behind the bars except 
one, Hem Barua, who was spared because of his ill health. He was 
an embodiment of sacrifice and was rightly hailed by the people later 
on as "Tyagveer". Along with some friends I went to see him to offer 
my services for the cause of the nation and to seek his guidance and 
instructions. He alloted to us the tasks of stopping all military supplies 
coming by boat along the Brahmaputra river from the eastern districts. 
He, however, warned us not to use any violent means either by word 
or by deed, but to persuade the boatmen peacefully to turn back. 
Nine of us set out in two boats, spent full two days upstream on 
the river appealing to the boatmen not to help or cooperate with 
the government in any manner when the whole nation was involved 
in the final struggle for freedom. Some responded positively and turned 
back, but the majority did not pay any heed to our appeal. It was 
indeed an extremely difficult task to be performed against the terrific 
current of the mighty river overflowing at the peak of the rainy season. 
It was also very difficult to persuade these poor people to forego 
a big amount of money they were expecting from the military camps. 
We came back and reported to Tyagveer. He realised that that way 
the military supplies could not be stopped. He advised us to go to 
our respective villages and stop at the source all kinds of supplies 
to the government. 


I proceeded to my own village and started a campaign in that 
entire area by holding public meetings and enrolling volunteers. I 
explained the implications of the war that was being fought by the 
British for their own imperial interest from our soil without the consent 
of the Indian people. I also explained the objective of the Quit India 
Resolution and Gandhiji’s message of ’do or die’. There was enthusiastic 
response from the people and the young men came forward to see 
that all military supplies and all kinds of cooperation to the government 
were stopped completely. Three local students joined me in my march 
westwards. After addressing a big public meeting in an important village 
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on our way we had to spend the night there. Early morning before 
5 A.M. somebody woke me up and I saw a rifle holding policeman 
who said that the Daroga babu was waiting outside for us. I woke 
up my comrades and met the police officer sitting in the portico. The 
officer behaved like a gentleman and tried his best to persuade us 
to withdraw from the movement and go back to college. On our firm 
refusal to oblige him he put us under arrest and took us in a boat 
towards the police station situated at Hajo at a distance of about 25 
km upstream by the river and about 8 km by road. The police party 
consisted of 8 armed policemen besides the officer. Meanwhile the 
news of our arrest reached our village situated on the way. A big 
crowd had already collected at the ghat. I sensed trouble and advised 
the Daroga to allow us to get down at our village for an hour or 
so to take bath and meal. Only then would it be possible to pacify 
the crowd which otherwise might turn violent. My supreme concern 
was to save the people from possible bloodshed at the hands of the 
armed policemen. The Daroga realised the gravity of the situation and 
allowed us to go for bath and meal. I alighted from the boat and 
asked the people to remain calm and peaceful in true Gandhian spirit 
and they behaved. I was taken to the house of an uncle of mine 
who was a strong man with a robust body and who had the reputation 
of being an extra-ordinarily courageous man capable of throwing a 
challenge single-handed even to a tiger. As I was taking my food my 
uncle told me in confidence that they had planned to overwhelm the 
police party physically and tie them down with ropes so that we four 
might escape the village. When I told him firmly that they must not 
do any such thing he reacted angrily, as he took it as a matter of 
honour and prestige for the village to allow the police to take us 
away unchallenged. Knowing his nature very well I told him in a 
persuasive tone that I knew that it would not be difficult for them 
to put their plan into action and for us to run away, but within 3- 
4 days a stronger police party would come from Guwahati, ransack 
the entire village, torture the people and even dishonour the women 
folk and arrest all the leading men of the village. I pointed out that 
in such a situation neither he nor we would be able to save the people, 
and that I could never allow the innocent villagers to suffer like that 
only for facilitating our escape. I thought that such resistance could 
be offered to the police only after full preparation and adequate 
organisation and with the willing consent of the people. Such acts of 
bravado by a handful of people might have a romantic impact but 
were immoral and against the basic objective of the Quit India 
Movement, I thought. My uncle realised the grave implications of his 
plan and came to his senses. I asked him instead to serve some food 
to the police party also and then we left. 


We were delayed by more than two hours and so had to spend 
the night in a river island village on the way. Next morning we reached 
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Hajo Police station, and took our bath and meal. There was no bus 
service in those days between Hajo and Guwahati. Nor did the police 
station have any vehicle at their disposal. So we had to proceed to 
Guwahati on. foot escorted by four armed policemen. We walked 
leisurely and took more than 7 hours to cover a distance of about 
25 km to reach the North Guwahati ghat. As it was too late for us 
to avail the regular ferry service the policemen hired a boat to cross 
the river and we reached Guwahati jail little before midnight. As soon 
as we were pushed into a barrack inside the jail we were thrilled 
and excited to find a large number of student prisoners welcoming 
us amidst great jubilation with loud cries of ‘Vande Mataram’, 'Mahatma 
Gandhi ki jai’, Bharat mata ki jai’, and ‘Karenge ya Marenge’. It 
was a great experience for me and I felt proud to be one of the 
hundreds of students who had jumped into the final struggle for 
freedom. I distinctly remember my feelings of that moment. To have 
an opportunity to be a part of the most glorious moment in the nation’s 
history and to suffer, in however small a measure it may be, for the 
cause of freedom of the motherland was indeed a matter of great 
honour and pride. Today I feel that was perhaps the finest hour in 
my life. 


We spent the evenings inside the barracks by holding musical 
sessions mostly devoted to patriotic songs, recitation of patriotic 
poems, enactment of scenes without make-up from popular patriotic 
dramas, wit and humor sessions and holding debates and discussions 
on burning political issues like democracy, socialism, Gandhism, 
Marxism, Fascism, the role of INA, violence vs non-violence as well 
as the prospects and consequences of the on-going second World 
War. Most of us being college and school students were not 
intellectually equipped to discuss and debate fruitfully the ideological 
issues. So we used to hold such discourses during the day time also 
jointly with the seniors of the "B" class. We used to receive fresh 
news everyday about the movement going on in different districts 
from the unending inflow of prisoners. These informations acted like 
a tonic keeping up our morale and reinforcing our hopes to see 
India free at the earliest.When the news about JP’s escape from the 
Hazaribagh jail reached us our excitement knew no bounds. The news 
about how Kanaklata, a 16 year old girl, led a procession into Gohpur 
police station in north Assam with the firm resolve to hoist the tri- 
colour on the police station building and how she faced the police 
bullets with courage and laid down her life with cries of 'Vande 
Mataram’ on her lips while still holding aloft the flag in her hand 
not only thrilled us but also made us feel elated with a sense of 
pride and glory. Many more died on the same day (Sept. 20) in 
police firing in Gohpur and Dhelkiajuli of Sonitpur district of Assam. 
Then came the news of derailment of a military train causing large 


BIPINPAL DAS 101 


number of casualties near Guwahati planned and executed by a 
determined group of freedom fighters. There was another major 
derailment of military train near Sarupathar station in the district of 
Golaghat in upper Assam. It was on this ground that a young married 
local Congress leader and a freedom fighter with revolutionary zeal, 
Kushal Konwar by name, was hanged in Jorhat jail, although he was 
not among those who actually brought about the derailment. The farce 
of imperial system of justice was exposed when the English judge 
who pronounced the verdict admitted in so many words that Kushal 
Konwar was not personally involved in the actual act. He awarded 
the capital punishment only because Konwar was the President of 
the local Congress Committee and an active freedom fighter so that 
this might serve as a stern warning to all concerned. To the best 
of my knowledge this was the only case of hanging in whole of 
India during the Quit India Movement. 


It was the month of May, 1943. I approached Tyagveer Hem 
Barua again for further guidance. He said that the movement had almost 
come to an end and there was no possibility of its being revived in 
immediate future. So he advised me not to waste my time and age, 
but to proceed to complete my M.Sc. course. The result of my B.Sc. 
examination reached me in the jail iteself and I passed with Honours 
in Physics. I chose Benares Hindu University and completed my M.Sc. 
course in time with high distinction. Two years in BHU was a great 
experience for me and there I came into close contact with socialist 
minded teachers and students. I was already under the influence of 
socialist thoughts and ideas and in particular the Congress Socialist 
leaders and their heroic contribution in the Quit India Movement made 
a deep impression in my mind. After I returned from Kashi I was 
offered a lecturer’s job in Cotton College of Guwahati. But I refused 
to serve a government college. 


A new chapter unfolded in my life with the coming overground 
of Aruna Asaf Ali, and the arrival in Calcutta of Jaya Prakash Narain 
and Ram Manohar Lohia after being released from Lahore jail. My 
decision to join the Congress Socialist Party was so natural, 
spontaneous and inspired that I did not even pause and think nor 
did I calculate the pros and cons of such a major and far reaching 
step in my life. It was like water finding its own level. When |! 
jumped into the Quit India Movement I was conscious that my 
involvement would last only until the country became independent. 
It was not a mission for life. But this time the decision meant 
dedication of my whole life in pursuit of a cause. Never before did 
I think even for a moment of choosing active politics as a mission 
or career. But something within me beckoned me to active public 
life and I joined the CSP in August, 1946 as a member of the first 
committee formed in Assam. 
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I continued the socialist movement upto 1959 holding key 
organisational positions in Assam as well as at the national level. 
Because of my acute financial difficulties I withdrew from active politics 
and joined Darrang College of Tezpur, Assam in November, 1959 as 
the Principal. I left the College and joined Guwahati University as 
Inspector of College in February, 1968. In 1970 I was elected to the 
Rajya Sabha as an independent candidate and joined the Congress in 
January, 1971. I served Rajya Sabha for two terms upto 1982 and then 
looked after the implementation of 20-point programme in Assam as 
the Vice-Chairman of the State Level Committee, the Governor of 
Assam being the Chairman. In 1985 I was elected to the Lok Sabha 
on the Congress ticket and retired from active politics in 1991. My 
present occupation is reading and writing. 


I did not come into contact with either Mahatma Gandhi or Pt. 
Nehru or Sardar Patel or any other member of the Working Committee 
during the freedom struggle. I only saw them from close quarters and 
felt the glow of their personalities. However, I came to know Acharya 
Kripalaniji personally and had the privilege of working with him much 
later in 1954 and 1955 when the KMPP merged with the Socialist Party 
to form the Praja Socialist Party. I met him again in 1970 when I 
was elected to the Rajya Sabha and he was a member of the Lok 
Sabha. I need hardly mention that I knew JP, Lohia, Narendra Dev, 
Achyut Patwardhan and other leaders of the Socialist Party very 
intimately during my days in the socialist movement, three of whom 
were members of the Congress Working Committee before the socialists 
parted company with the Congress in 1948. In Assam I was very well 
known to all the leaders of the freedom struggle. 


I am not competent to give a message for the future generation. 
I can only record my experience gained during the freedom struggle 
and long public life thereafter. After examining as minutely as possible 
the precepts and practices of all great men in history and particularly 
those of India I have come to the conclusion that Gandhiji’s ideals 
of truth, non-violence, sacrifice and selfless service and his principle 
of complete decentralisation of political and economic power may 
alone lift this nation from the deep gorge into which it has fallen. 
If India is to answer effectively the challenges of the 21st century 
and march ahead as a modern and progressive nation the youth of 
the country and particularly the emerging leaders must learn to 
integrate precept with practice and follow the right means to achieve 
the right ends. 


K.P. MADHAVAN NAIR 
A SKILLED ORGANISER 


K.P. Mahavan Natr, like several other freedom fighters, was drawn 
to the freedom struggle by the magnetic personality of Gandbiji and 
his unique path of achieving freedom for India. Shri Nair motivated 
and organised students to protest against the injustice meted out to 
the countrymen. He left bis lucrative practice of law to work for the 
Praja Mandal and its mouthpiece ’'Deenabandbu’ which was a vital 
link between freedom movement at national level and the regional 
struggle. His organisational skills and bandling of complex situations 
led to his being selected as the Secretary of the All India Congress 
Committee. 


Pranati Mobanty gives a detailed account of Shri Nair’s relentless 
fight against the British Government and the ideals be stood for 
during the struggle for freedom. Unfortunately Shri Nair is no more 
among us. He expired in January 1997. 


It was not difficult to locate the tiny tile-roofed house flanked 
by highrise buildings in the busy city street of Cochin in Kerala. Here 
lives Shri K.P. Mahavan Nair, veteran freedom fighter, a true Gandhian 
and also known as the ‘king maker from Kerala’. 


At 92, neatly dressed in his starched khadi attire, he is modest, 
articulate and measured in his response. Age has failed to blunt the 
charm and vivacity he is known for. "How did you join the freedom 
struggle?" we begin. "Just as ants cling to the wall, those days the 
youth in the country got attracted to the magnetic personality of 
Mahatma Gandhi and the freedom movement he was leading, so was 
I", is his modest reply. 


As a student, his first brush with the freedom movement came 
in 1921. He had gone to Madras to attend a special convocation of 
the University arranged in honour of the visiting Prince of Wales who 
was also the future heir to the British throne. On his way to the venue, 
he saw thousands of people waving black flags and shouting slogans 
against the British. He was also witness to the brutal police attack 
on the protestors. But the protestors succeeded in stalling the 
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programme. The Prince was forced to cancel his visit. It had a deep 
impression on his young mind. 


Soon after he got a chance to meet Gandhiji. Mahatmaji was 
camping in Varkala after taking part in the Vaikom Satyagraha. Young 
Madhavan went to invite him to address the students in the Maharaja’s 
College, Trivandrum and Gandhiji readily obliged. Listening to 
Gandhiji’s dream of a free India and the role the youth could play 
in achieving it, Madhavan was drawn to the national freedom 
movement. He started wearing khadi and organising students. That time 
around the Diwan of Travancore decided to slap a steep hike in the 
fees collected from students in the Maharaja’s College. Students 
naturally protested. The protest turned into a nationalist movement 
which led to the brutal repression known as the infamous ’Vidyarthi 
Vetta’ or student-hunt. Madhavan Nair was active in the unrest but 
luckily survived expulsion from college. 


How are students (youth) of today different from those of his 
time? says Mr. Madhavan Nair, "Those days the goal was high and 
cherishable—freedom of the motherland. So those who came into the 
freedom struggle were ready to sacrifice everything. They did not come 
for personal gains. What is lacking today is a higher goal for the youth 
to work for". 


Call of the motherland forced him to leave a lucrative practice 
of law and return to Cochin to work for the Praja Mandal and its 
mouthpiece Deenabandhu named after Deenabandhu C.F. Andrews 
which served as a useful link between the national freedom movement 
and the regional struggle. Naturally, Prajamandal activists were hounded 
by the administration. As the treasurer of Prajamandal, he had to use 
all his wits to collect fund for the organisation. He also took complete 
responsibility for the publishing of Deenabandu. 


The Quit India Movement brought definite change in the body 
polity of the country. As the British started reluctantly sharing power 
with the people, States followed suit. In 1945, Prajamandal in Cochin 
decided to contest elections. Madhavan Nair played an important role 
as the Secretary of the Parliamentary Board in selecting candidates, 
organising necessary funds and ensuring victory. He came to the notice 
of national leaders like Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
and Pattabi Sitaramaiah, when he successfully resolved the dispute 
between Congressmen and the ruler of the princely state of Pudukottai. 
Noting his oraganisational skills and diplomatic handling of complex 
situations, none other than Lal Bahadur Shastri vacated the All India 
Congress Committee’s Secretary’s post to accommodate him. Before 
moving to the national stage he had worked as Kerala Pradesh Congress 
Committee president for two consecutive terms. That is the time when 
he earned the sobriquet 'King Maker of Kerala’. He was closely 
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associated with the khadi movement in the State. He was one of the 
sponsors of Cochin Khadi Trust, one of the oldest spinners’ co-operative 
in the State. 


Even after independence, he continued to work for the Congress 
to achieve the ‘India’ of Gandhiji’s dream. His passion for hardwork 
was derived from the magnetic persona of the Mahatma. But a true 
Gandhian that he is, he never accepted any office or position or power. 
Even when he got into a big, personal debt owing to the financial 
burden of Deenabandbu and his political activities, he refused help 
from the then Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri. 


With independence India became the largest democracy in the 
world. Democracy for free India was not only a new political concept 
but also a different way of life. To bring ‘inner’ democracy into the 
biggest political party of the country was no small task. But Shri K.P. 
Madhavan Nair fulfilled his duties and responsibilities as AICC General 
Secretary in an exemplary manner for which he will be gratefully 
remembered for ever, not only by the Congressmen but the whole 
nation. 


Though long since retired from active politics, Shri Nair is 
respected, consulted and admired by all those who matter in the 
political arena of this country. 


SIDDAVANAHALLI NIJALINGAPPA 
LIFE DEVOTED TO GANDHIAN PRINCIPLES 


A veteran freedom fighter and legal 
luminary, S. Nijalingappa, 95, took active 
part in freedom struggle for which be was 
debarred from legal practice and jailed. 
During his illustrious career he has beld 
important posts like member of Constituent 
Assembly, Chief Minister, Mysore and presi- 
dent of Indian National Congress. A close 
associates of Pt. Jawaharlal Nebru, Sardar 
Patel, Acharya Kripalani, S. Nijalingappa is 
@ true Gandhian to the core. 


Nijalingappa reminisces nostalgically 
about his freedom struggle days as told to K. Achyuthan: 


I was born in a village called Halabagalu. We were known as 
Agalur Sheetru. We had one fourth of the total land in that village. 
My grandfather was a rich man of that area. Adavappa, my father died 
when I was young. My mother worked as a labourer to look after 
us. She refused people’s charity and longed for independent life. Her 
life has taught me first lesson on independence and self-reliance. 


I passed low secondary at the age of 12 and subsequently passed 
matriculation. I had my College education at Bangalore. 


When I was born in 1902, only a few were thinking about freedom 
otherwise ordinary people had no idea about it. 


During my High School stage at Chitradurga, I had no idea that 
we were being ruled by foreigners and concept of our nation, freedom 
etc. During that time Annie Basant and Wadia were sent to jail. It 
was an eye opener for us. By then we became familiar with Lokamanya 
Tilak’s name and stories of his imprisonment. 


Then the thought that we were not a free country and we were 
under somebody, cropped up in our minds. This thought kept 
developing and in college futher got boosted. While in college, when 
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an English professor chided some of us as "You have been Tilaking’, 
it caused fury among us. Sri Nittor Srinivas Rao was also with us. 
As a result we boycotted the classes. Because of the student’s strike 
the professor apologised for his misbehavior. 


Then I moved on to Pune to study law. There I came under 
the direct influence of Tilak. For next ten years when I practised law, 
the desire for attaining freedom for the country grew in me in leaps 
and bounds. Then reports of Gandhiji’s struggle and news about his 
imprisonment kept coming to us. 


As the freedom movement gained his movement, some of us, 
law practitioners were debarred from bar and lost our jobs. We were 
also imprisoned. To mention a few names, Bashyam, Govinda Reddy, 
H.C. Dasappa, Pattabhiraman, Subramanyam, H. Siddaiah and myself 
were associated with freedom struggle. 


After Tilak, it was Mahatma Gandhi’s profound effect that had 
inspired me. He was an inspiration for not only India but the whole 
world. 


In 1921, I first heard Mahatma’s speech in Bangalore contonment 
meeting when I was doing graduation. It was raining outside but 
thousands had gathered to listen to him. Before that I had read in 
newspapers about him. The speech made a tremendous impact on 
us. 


Gandhiji suggested to dissolve Mysore Congress and to start a 
new outfit. But we opposed it by saying that Mysore Congress members 
will invariably be the members of Indian National Congress. We 
requested Gandhiji not to say no but to bless us. Then Gandhiji laughed 
and said ’you are bad boys, go and have your way’. 


In 1939, I participated in Forest Movement. It started in 1935. 
Actually it began as a movement demanding responsive government. 
But the government had imposed restrictions on assembling and we 
used to defy prohibitory orders.Those who disobeyed were arrested. 
Major demonstrations took place at Vidhurashwatha and in Shivapura 
in Mandya district. 


We decided to take a new course of action instead of defying 
prohibitory orders because we felt that it was not positive satyagraha. 
We made up our mind to break the government law by itself instead 
of waiting for it to be imposed. We, in Chitradurga Congress started 
that attitude. 


S. Vasudeva Rao, who was a disciple of Hardikar was the secretary 
and I was the president of Chitradurga district Congress. 


Forest Movement was all about of cutting of palm trees which 
yield toddy. It started in Thurnoor, where about 50,000 people had 


108 | FREEDOM FIGHTERS REMEMBER 


gathered. Smt. Bellary Siddamma, Nagarathnamma, Rajeshekaraiah, 
Vasudev Rao, had participated in that protest. As a symbolic act of 
felling palm tree, five selected men started cutting the trees. They 
were arrested. I knew I would be arrested. I called my wife Murigemma 
and told her "you are not alone, children, mother-in-law are with you. 
Our house is there, and there won't be any difficulty. Don’t worry. 
Police will arrest me and put me into jail. I will be losing my job. 
What’s your opinion?" I asked. She told, me only one thing, "you have 
taken Gandhi exam, you must pass in this." Then she permitted me 
to go ahead. 


In Bangalore jail, Vasudeva Rao, H. Siddaiah, T. Subramaniam and 
Malavalli Veerappa were already there. Later Bashyam, Dasappa, Rama 
Rao joined us. From Chitradurga, nearly three hundred people were 
imprisoned. I was there for three months. and along with me Sakwar 
Chennaiah, T. Mariappa, Bhemappa Nayak, H.J. Siddaiah were sent to 
Hassan jail. Around 300 prisoners were taken to construct a tank in 
Bangalore district. During my stay at Hassan jail, I learnt free hand 
drawing from eminent artist Suryanarayana Rao who was my associate. 
Jail authority had given free hand to us but restricted us to the jail 
compound. We used to get newspaper inside the jail. 


The Indian culture is ancient. It is an epitome of knowledge and 
philosophy. But sadly only few had access to this and others remained 
in dark. 


The society has divided and subdivided on caste basis. But we 
have remained as one entity, diverse yet united. Look at Japan, 
Germany and China, they have become strong. They have no caste 
system. This is the lesson we have to learn, that means we better 
bid goodbye to caste system. 


We should build a new society on the basis of justice and morality. 
Gandhism should grow by removing the present evils. I humbly appeal 
to the youth to work together to weed out corruption and I have 
faith in them. 


In brief Gandhism means practising truthfulness and non-violence. 
Power and wealth should be decentralised. Every attempt must be 
made to do that. 


We should have been in the forefront among the nations, but 
lagged behind. This saddens me. 


The youth of this country needs guidance. Whenever I am invited 
I am ready to work as a servant as well as a leader. 


RATUBHAI ADANI 
CONSTRUCTIVE WORK WAS HIS FORTE 


Ratubbai Adani like many other freedom fighters from Gujarat, 
the botbed of freedom struggle, was inspired by Gandbifi in bis 
childhood to fight against the British rule. Motivated by Gandbijt's 
Salt Satyagraba Ratubhai Adani joined Dholera Satyagraha at the age 
of 16. Later be was imprisoned during the Dbrangadbra Satyagraba. 
During the Quit India Movement Ratubbai and bis associates prepared 
bombs and attacked government offices in a bid to paralyse the 
government. He also played a prominent role in integrating Junagarb 
with Indian Union. 


In a chat with Minakshi Thakar, this spirited freedom fighter 
recollects his deep association with freedom movement. 


Ratubhai was born on 13 April 1914 at Bhanvad Village in 
Jamnagar district of Gujarat. His father Shri Mulshanker Dahyabhai Adani 
was then serving in the Revenue Department of the _ British 
government. He spent his childhood in Atkot (Gujarat), and Malegaon, 
Manmad, Chalisgaon and Dhulia town of Maharashtra State, as his father 
was being transferred from one place to another. 


To record the memories of this former Minister of Gujarat and 
one of the prominent freedom fighters of the state, the following 
question was asked at the outset. 


Q. What inspired you to join the freedom movement? 


A. I was about 7 years old and studying in the Bombay Primary 
School. I had heard the name of Mahatma Gandhi and had been a 
witness to the Non-Co-operation Movement in Bombay. As a result, 
at the age of about 10 years I decided not to touch tea, not to play 
with crackers and took an oath to wear khadi. I later returned to Amreli 
where I stayed in the hostel. Amreli was leading in the national spirit, 
in the movement to fight against British rule. The fire of independence 
was strong in the people of Amreli. All this inspired me to join the 
freedom movement. 


Q. Please tell us something about your childhood, about your 
education, etc.? 
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A. My primary education was in Bombay, in Chalisgaon, Dhulia 
of Maharashtra and in Liliya (Saurashtra). I started my high school 
education in Amreli, where I learnt wrestling, athletics, body-building 
and gymnastics. 


I started participating in activities like khadi propagation, cleaning 
of villages and so on in my school days. 


I 1930, when I was fifteen, Gandhiji announced Salt Satyagraha. 
He exhorted the youth to join the freedom struggle. Even though I 
had not turned 16 yet, I joined in Dholera Satyagraha with 40 other 
satyagrahis of Amreli. The leader, Amritlal Sheth, was arrested on 6 
April. I participated actively this time, and joined Barwala Camp in 
Bhavnagar in Gujarat State. The Barwala camp of 80 to 100 freedom 
fighters was very strong. I was in the forefront of this camp. 


The British government started demolishing such camps, but real 
fighters like us started their camps in crematories. It was very difficult 
to pull on, without food, because we were not allowed to go into 
the villages and request for food. We hoped that the Satyagraha would 
be over within 6 months and we would get freedom, and then we 
could go back happily to our studies. But it proved to be a nightmare. 


The Gandhi-Irwin Pact was announced, but the fighters knew its 
contents. The struggle started in full swing. 


When Gandhiji started ‘Dandi Satyagraha’, he left Sabarmati 
Ashram, saying that he would not come back without getting 
independence. We, the active workers and fighters of Dholera 
Satyagraha, also pledged that we would not go back home without 
independence. It was tough, but we stuck to our oath with great 
tenacity.” 


Q. Please tell us about your activities in detail during the freedom 
struggle. Any special assignment? Events? 


A. When the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signed, people thought that 
there would be peace, and they would have independence. Gandhiji 
was to go for the Round Table Conference. 


We, the freedom fighters in Amreli, knew that this was going 
to be a mere drama, we knew that we would have to start the struggle 
again, after Gandhiji returned from London. So we started constructive 
activities in the Bhal area of Surendranagar District of Gujarat. We 
taught the youth to fight against such evils as social injustice. 


While my friends and I were busy with constructive work in Bhal, 
Dhrangadhra State prohibited political and social conference there. 


Q. Can you tell us something about your imprisonment and its 
duration? Why were you put in prison? Who were your friends in prison? 


RATUBHAI ADANI 111 


A. I was imprisoned during the Dhrangadhra Satyagraha. I was 
placed in Sabarmati jail for one month and then sent to Nasik jail. Nasik 
jail was the worst for all political prisoners. The jailor was very cruel 
and inhuman. I fought against the humiliating rules of Nasik jail. Because 
of the jailor’s cruelty, one political prisoner died. My friends and I went 
on a fast. On the fifth day of the fast, senior officers came to the jail 
and had discussion for two hours about the unjust laws and inhuman 
behaviour of the jailor. At last, the officers understood the situation and 
withdrew some of the inhuman laws. The jailor apologized and we broke 
our fast. I was barred from entering the British boundary. But I went 
to Sabarmati Ashram for some work, and was again put in Sabarmati 
jail. 

After some months, for better achievement, Gandhiji appealed to 
all of us to keep patience. So the British government had to release 
us. 


I had the good fortune of being with Swami Anand in Nasik Jail 
and Ravishanker Dada in Sabarmati Jail. Their attitude, good deeds and 
simple living left a deep impact on my mind. 


Q. Please tell us about your association with prominent leaders 
like Gandhiji, Sardar Patel and Nehru. 


A. Gandhiji had suspended the freedom struggle. There were 
strong reasons behind it, which we did not understand. We went to 
see him personally and complain as to why he had decided to postpone 
the struggle. 


Gandhiji patted us for our bravery, but explained that the 
strongest struggle was to start within no time. ‘You all have to be 
ready. Before we relaunch our struggle, I would request you all young 
fighters to go to the villages and to prepare the villagers to fight 
even at the grassroot level. We all should go to the villages and engage 
in constructive activities like eradication of untouchability and other 
forms of social injustice, teaching the rural poor and helping them 
to uplift themselves for economic, social and educational development.’ 
Along with some friends I started an organisation called Sarvodya Mandir 
in Kathiawad. I was the key person is forming the Kathiawad Karyakar 
Sangh, the Saurashtra Seva Samiti, Sevadal, Kathiawad Political Parishad 
and many others. 


I took active part in the Quit India Movement of 1942. We had 
explosive ideas; we used to prepare bombs and throw them on 
government offices. We wanted to paralyse the government. We fought 
for three years — up to 1945. And at last in 1947, we saw the dawn 
of independent India. 


I may narrate one important event after the independence but 
connected with the freedom struggle. 
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The Nawab of Junagarh decided to join hands with Pakistan, as 
he was a friend of Jinnah. This was very dangerous for the integration 
of free India. I. had a long discussion with Sardar Patel about this, 
and with his moral help, I with my friends, established Arzi Haqumat. 
I was selected as the Chief of the Loksena-Army. We fought with the 
help of the people and friends like Ghanshyam Oza and others for 
17 days under the guidance of Sardar. At last Junagarh State had to 
surrender and the Nawab had to run away from Junagarh. Thus Junagarh 
become one of the integral parts of India”. 


Q. What has been the tone of your life after Independence, your 
involvement in political - social activities? 


A. After independence and the Arzi Haqumat struggle, I decided 
to stay at Junagarh and involve myself in constructive work. I 
established the Sarvodaya Ashram at Shahpur for khadi and leather 
work. 


I tried to amalgamate all constructive organisations into one 
federation and named it Saurashtra Rachnatmak Samiti. I served it as 
its Secretary for some years. I got elected in the 1951-52 Assembly 
elections. Shri U.N. Dhabar was the Chief Minister of Saurashtra State 
at that time. He invited me to be the Minister of Agriculture and Animal 
-Husbandry, Co-operation, Panchayat and Planning. 


In 1956, Saurashtra became a part of Bombay Stare. Again I was 
a Minister in the Bombay Assembly cabinet with Rasikbhai Parikh. I 
was given Panchayat, Prohibition and Village Industries portfolios at 
that time. I was elected in the 1956-57 Assembly elections. 


In 1962, I resigned from my ministerial post and went back to 
Junagarh for my long cherished activities. I started a T.B. Centre to serve 
T.B. patients at Una with the help of donations. After some time, I started 
another T.B. Hospital at Keshod. Today 250 patients have the benefit 
of this hospital as indoor patients. 


Q. What are you perceptions of today’s India - post-independence 
development—social, moral and political? 


A. It will be better, if you do not ask me about today’s India. 
I am not very happy. It is not the same as we saw it while fighting 
for freedom. But we all should strive to become better. 


Q. What is you message for the future generation? 


A. I would tell the youth to be mentally and physically strong. 
Be positive and try to do good. When the world has given much to 
you, it is your duty to give the world as much as you can, as it is 
said in the Gita. 


OM PRAKASH VIJ 
A REVOLUTIONARY FROM PUNJAB 


The seeds of patriotism were sown into the mind of Om Prakash 
Vij in bis teens when be came to know about the martyrdom of Bhagat 
Singh and bis associates. He was detained several times for bis daring 
deeds like removing fish plates along the rail tracks, instigating people 
to go on strike and for his involvement in some conspiracy or other 
against the British government. He even stole a cyclostyle machine 
from an English firm at Labore to give wider publicity to the activities 
of Naujawan Bharat Sabba, a revolutionary group with which be was 
associated. Om Prakash Vij recalls bis revolutionary life and bis 
activities in an interview to PIB, Chandigarh. 


Om Prakash Vij, a veteran freedom fighter and a renowned social 
worker of Chandigarh, now about 82 years old, recalls the inspiration 
which led him to join the freedom struggle. "In the year 1929, I 
enrolled myself as a volunteer for the historic Lahore Congress Session 
where I had the opportunity to listen to the inspiring speeches of 
the top leaders like Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar 
Patel. At that time I was a young student of Arya High School Lyallpur 
full of enthusiasm. In 1930, at the age of 18, I had the first taste 
of jail life for three months for picketing liquor shops". 


Om Prakash Vij was born on 1 August 1915 at Jalandhar 
Cantonment. His father Lala Ram Chand was a teacher in N.D. Victory 
High School, Jalandhar Cantonment and was a man of progressive views 
which left deep imprint on the mind of his son. 


After the martyrdom of Bhagat Singh and his associates, Vij 
instigated people to seek revenge from the Britishers. He wrote slogans 
like ‘tit for tat’ and ’khoon ka badla khoon se lenge’ on the walls 
all over the city of Lyallpur. Later, he was arrested from Jallianwala 
Bagh and was subjected to heavy caning by police at the age of 15. 


In 1934, he joined the Congress Socialist Party and remained an 
underground worker of a revolutionary group Naujawan Bharat Sabha. 
He was trained in pistol firing and bombing sensitive targets. In 1936, 
he was arrested under suspicion and moved to Lahore fort for 
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interrogation and released after one month. In 1938, he was again 
arrested, with comrade Baldev Mitter Bijli and was sent to Sargodha 
jail where they were kept under detention along with Dr. Lehna Singh. 


However, he recalls that they were not very strong on the 
publicity front. In order to overcome this, he stole a cyclostyle machine 
from an English firm on the Mall, Lahore. This machine was carried 
to Haripur Hazara, a frontier area. He was again arrested on 2 
September 1939, and sent to Lahore fort. He was also arrested for 
removing fish-plates along the rails track between Amritsar and 
Manawala stations which resulted in the disruption of traffic for 12 
hours. 


When he was arrested in November 1945, for instigating the 
public to go on strike, Pratap Singh Kairon appeared as a defence 
witness and stated that O.P. Vij was an upholder of non-violence. His 
six-year term was reduced to six months. Sardar Gulab Singh and Pt. 
Roop Lal of the Lahore’s Second Conspiracy case looked after him 
in the jail. 


He was again arrested on 11 August 1947 in the Raigarh bomb 
case but he escaped from Anarkali police station, Lahore, and reached 
Delhi by rail. In the meantime, India became independent. 


Once a fighter always a fighter, Vij first fought for the freedom 
of the country and for his profession after independence. He is deeply . 
wedded to photography and narrates the incident when Pratap Singh 
Kairon the then Chief Minister of Punjab introduced him to Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru as a National Photographer in Jalandhar when he 
visited Punjab in connection with Jallianwala Bagh day celebrations in 
1956. 


He remembers his visit to Ichhogil Canal during the Indo-Pak war 
of 1965 as a member of the Press party. He says he was the first 
Indian to enter the Barki police station and get hold of the ’roznamcha’ 
which is presently in his possession. He proudly shows it as a souvenir 
for this was an indicator of India’s military supremacy over Pakistan. 
He says memories of the war scene still stir him when there was firing 
all around and the Press party was moving in the Ichhogil area. 


The recipient of many commendation certificates, Vij has a soft 
corner for the poor and deserving. He has also helped the poor people 
in Chandigarh and has contributed liberally to the marriages of poor 
girls. He says photography is his profession to earn a livelihood, but 
he derives the maximum satisfaction by serving the poor and the 
needy. 


UPENDRA VAJPAYEE 
THE JOURNEY OF AN UNTIRING FIGHTER 


Son of an illustrious freedom fighter Pandit Ambika Prasad 
Vajpayee, Upendra Vajpayee grew up in an atmosphere where 
nationalistic sentiments were all pervading. His participation in a 
movement for the removal of Holwell monument and later his 
association with stalwarts like Netaji, Sarojini Naidu and Jawabarlal 
Nehru gave an impetus to bis desire to join the struggle for India’s 
independence. He was arrested under Defence of India Act for 
planting bombs in a government office and sentenced to 7 years 
rigorous imprisonment. 


In a frank conversation with Arundhati Shri Upendra Vajpayee, 
now the General Secretary of the National Media Centre recollects 
the eventful days of freedom struggle. 


"While I was still in my mother’s womb, my father Pandit Ambika 
Prasad Vajpayee was arrested in December 1921 following Gandhiji’s 
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call for Civil Disobedience and Non-Co-operation. Born on 1 April 1922 
in a locality of North Calcutta, Upendra Vajpayee spent his childhood 
among the newspaper presses. By that time, his father’s political daily 
Swatantra, which had started in 1920 was in circulation. Upendra’s 
father, Pandit Ambika Prasad Vajpayee had started his life as a journalist 
in Calcutta around 1907. Apart from the fact that he was an activist 
and the editor of a leading political daily, he was in close association 
with prominent political leaders such as Lokmanya Tilak, C.R. Das, Bipin 
Chandra Pal and Subhas Chandra Bose. 


For young Upendra, it was indeed a unique childhood, one of 
which he is obviously proud of and cherishes memories. The little 
boy had at his fingertips the names of political stalwarts like Lokmanya 
Tilak, Annie Besant, Mahatma Gandhi....just like children of today who 
reel off names of their favourite movie stars. Looking back, he recalls, 
"I remember when I was six or seven...somebody, I don’t know who... 
may be my father, maybe somebody else, gave me a ’takli’ (like a 
little charkha). The children of the neighbouring family would be given 
‘takli’s too. For us it was an activity that was as routine as a child 
riding a cycle these days." 


Listening to him speak, there is no doubt that his father, Pandit 
Ambika Prasad Vajpayee has been his greatest inspiration. The older 
Vajpayee did his best to see that his youngest son grew up with the 
right blend of independent thought and a respect for values. But it 
was not easy being the editor of a political daily. Swatantra proved 
to be too troublesome a combination for the British Government who 
had previously locked horns with Pandit Ambika Prasad Vajpayee while 
he had been the editor of Bharat Mitra. Certain notices had been 
served on the newspaper during his editorship. And now, not 
surprisingly, the Government decided to do a repeat performance with 
Swatantra too. They sent several notices, after which finally in 1930, 
it had to be closed down. Upendra was barely eight when the paper 
shut down, and by then they had moved to another part of the city. 
Meanwhile his eldest brother Tej Narain, had filled a declaration for 
a paper called Swatantra Bharat. It was a weekly that he started 
bringing out in the early 1930s. Soon, Tej Narain was arrested for 
sedition even though he never had written much himself. Anyway, 
he was sent to Alipore Central Jail. One incident that Vajpayee 
remembers clearly is that his father learnt to shave with the ‘safety 
razor’ from Subhas Chandra Bose, while they were together in 
Presidency Jail in Calcutta. 


Vajpayee’s schooling and his education at home were important 
factors which helped his desire to participate in the freedom movement 
to grow. He did his matriculation from a school called Metropolitan 
Institution (Main) in Calcutta. It had been established by Ishwar Chandra 
Vidyasagar. It was when he was doing his B.A. from Vidyasagar College, 
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that Bose was chosen as the candidate for the Mayor of Calcutta. Like 
many other students, he joined the campaign and worked for Bose 
in the elections. This experience was his first brush with politics. The 
Holwell monument incident occurred in Calcutta around this time. The 
British charged the freedom fighters with killing 113 Britishers who 
were supposed to have suffocated to death in a small room. Vajpayee 
and his comrades felt that this was physically impossible. Vajpayee 
actively participated in the movement which demanded the removal 
of the Holwell monument. At first adamant, the British finally removed 
the monument, thanks to the fierce agitation launched by the young 
men, of course supported by Bose and others. 


In 1939, the All India Congress Committee Settlement was held 
in Deshbandhu Park, Calcutta. It was at this time that Vajpayee 
associated with political stalwarts like Bose, Sarojini Naidu and Nehru 
very closely. All these associations created a certain participatory spirit 
in him, even though he was too young and unqualified to be a Congress 
member. However, the motivation was strong and inspiring enough to 
push him in the direction of what may be described as the political 
struggle for India’s Independence. 


He was still at the Calcutta University when classes were suspended 
because of the Japanese aggression. Everyone was unsure of when and 
whether classes would be resumed. Meanwhile, an advertisement 
appeared in the papers saying that there were vacancies in Meerut in 
the Central Accounts Office of the Military Centre. He applied and was 
taken almost immediately after the interview. This was in July 1942. On 
1st of August, the salary was distributed. The Superintendent of the 
Section who was distributing the salary, an amount of 60 rupees, a huge 
amount in those days would remove one anna from each person’s salary 
and drop it into a little tin box. When Vajpayee asked him why it was 
being deducted from his salary, he was told that it was for the "War Fund’ 
and asked him not to question such things. 


Later, he realised that the entire contribution was indeed going 
to the War Fund, but whose? None other than the British. That night 
young Upendra could not sleep. Overcome with remorse that he had 
unwittingly served the British cause, he decided to atone for what 
he had done. Meerut, at that time, was the centre for khadi. So the 
following day, he bought himself a khadi cap and khadi clothes and 
went to work donning them. 


In the meantime, the call for the Quit India Movement was 
sounded. One day, as Upendra was coming back to his small rented 
house, he found that a crowd was being lathi-charged by the police. 
Soon after, there was an agitation in which some women participated 
as well. At this juncture, he decided that he could not continue working 
in a Government job when he had a better role to play. 
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Vajpayee and his friends decided that some small bombs would 
be placed in the entire office at various corners. And they would be 
time-bombs which would explode "peacefully". Of course, once they 
exploded, the fire would spread, thereby causing the entire office to 
burn down. The whole idea behind this daring feat was that since 
the office was responsible for paying the salary of everyone under 
the central command of the military, it would not be possible for the 
authorities to disburse salaries because there would be utter confusion. 
It was going to be a rude shock to their war plans. But Upendra was 
not among those who had mastered the art of bomb-making and 
bombing, and neither did he want to. The man assigned to do this 
was Prithvi Singh. Prithvi Singh for some reason, did not tell them 
how it was being done. "And we were all amateurs in the game...I 
still do not know whether he himself did it or he got it done by 
somebody", says a wistful Vajpayee. So, the inevitable happened. Some 
of the bombs exploded-hours before they were actually supposed to, 
and as the fire spread, people ran helter-skelter...the outer gate was 
closed. Then arrived the police...Vajpayee was taken away for 
interrogation. The day was November 13, 1942. 


"There was one sub-inspector called Avtar Kishan Kaul who took 
me to a police station called Lalkurti Thana", recounts Vajpayee, his 
mind already having travelled some 50 odd years in time. At the police 
station, Vajpayee repeatedly told him that they were all committed 
to the non-violent freedom movement but Kaul was not to be 
convinced. On the third day, Kaul took him to other kothris (cells) 
in the police station where he found many of his friends. Through 
all this the police could not establish the identity of the mysterious 
bomb planter and Vajpayee and his associates refused to divulge his 
name. One day, the surprised cellmates saw Prithvi Singh, who had 
surrendered himself, walk into their midst. Singh was released after 
3 or 4 months by the State. But not such luck for Vajpayee and his 
comrades. They were involved in what was known as Section 35 of 
Defence of India Rules, it was a long drawn case— Upendra Vajpayee 
vs the State of the Government of India— in which he was sentenced 
to 7 years’ R.I. (rigorous imprisonment), along with two others called 
Harindra Jain and Indra Narayan Vajpayee. 


The first few days in the Meerut jail were horrible. The food 
predictably enough was unpalatable - "but hunger is such a thing, that 
if nothing else is available, kRankad bhi tum khaa sakte bo (you can 
even eat pebbles)... you can relish it..." But after many such tolerantly 
eaten meals, their patience finally broke. The entire group went on 
a hunger strike and this was promptly reported to the jailor. Having 
been notified that Vajpayee was the group leader, the jailor sent him 
to the phaansi waali kothri (condemned cell) - for those prisoners 
who would eventually be hanged, unless acquitted by the High Court 
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or the Supreme Court. Anyhow, his confinement to the dreaded cell 
prompted his comrades to go on a hunger strike, demanding that he 
be brought back to their cell. Apparently, it worked. He spent just 
one night in the condemned cell, but eventful enough to talk about 
it today. Following his sentence, Vajpayee was later transferred to the 
Agra Central Jail, where towards the end of his jail term, he met Jaya 
Prakash Naryana and Ram Manohar Lohia, with whom he was associated 
a number of times much later. 


Life in prison was a hard one. It could not have been anything 
else, considering that Vajpayee had been sentenced to rigorous 
imprisonment. The prisoners had to employ their time usefully. 
Meanwhile, Vajpayee was shifted to a solitary cell. In fact, a much 
better one. 


Vajpayee stayed in this cell for 18 months, during which he 
kept up a steady correspondence with his father. Pandit Ambika 
Prasad sent his son many books, political and other, which were 
enthusiastically devoured. At first, Vajpayee started with religious 
literature. "Mohammed Moosa Khan was the Superintendent and Yusuf 
was the jailor. Neither of them knew the Hindi or Devnagri script. 
So I first asked them to sent a few copies of Kalyan, which had 
Sri Krishna and Om printed on them. After that I got a number of 
political books, and I was able to study them." Interestingly, the 
criminals in the other barracks developed such an appetite for these 
books that they collected money from everyone and gave it to 
Vajpayee. He in turn, was able to get hold of some books for them 
- some literature of Gandhiji - which they had never read before. 
These were donated to the jail library, where the other inmates could 
have access them. Of course, the entire operation would not have 
been possible if any of the jail authorities had been well acquainted 
with political writing. 


May 7, 1946 saw Vajpayee’s release from jail. Charan Singh, whom 
he had known since his jail days, called him to Meerut when the 
Congress session took place after the release of the political prisoners. 
He was in Meerut for about a month, during which communal riots 
broke out in the city. And for three days, he and a few others went 
around Meerut District, into the interiors and in the villages. Vajpayee 
says gravely that it was then that he had his first experience of dealing 
with the fear that had gripped the local people because of communal 
riots. Soon enough, along with the local Meerut Congress workers, he 
organised a group, of which he became the leader. They travelled 
to all the major tension-ridden areas, where they were able to contain 
the riots. 


It was here in Meerut that Sardar Patel gave his thunderous 
speech and it was here that he saw the majesty of Khan Abdul 
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Ghaffar Khan, says a contemplative Vajpayee, his voice full of respect 
and admiration. Sometimes, feels Vajpayee, the Frontier Gandhi 
seemed to be greater than the Mahatma. Why? For a man whose 
people (the Khudai Khidmatgar) were so committed to the Pakistan 
cause, his contribution to the Indian freedom struggle was truly 
unique. No worthwhile political leader, adds Vajpayee reverently, had 
to remain in jail after Independence, but the Frontier Gandhi was 
to be jailed in Pakistan for the rest of his years. Though sentenced 
to 7 years’ R.J.... Vajpayee’s entire prison term ran only to three 
and a half years. 


After his release, Vajpayee decided to follow his childhood 
ambition to teach, and applied in a few schools, but could not find 
a job. 


Finally, his first job came as the Sub-editor of the newspaper 
Swatantra Bharat. The year was 1947 August. Soon after, urged by 
Feroze Gandhi, who was the Managing Director of Associated Journals 
Limited, he joined Nava Jeevan which was being brought out by the 
Herald group. From there he moved on to Aaj, of which his father’s 
own colleague, Babu Rao Vishnu Paradkar was the editor. That was 
in Benares in 1950. 


Vajpayee was offered the job of the Lucknow correspondent of 
Aaj, one that he stuck to for nearly 14 years. 


His next job saw him as the editor of Sainik in Agra, but it was 
comparatively shortlived, for he left it 18 months later due to 
differences with the proprietor. On May 7, 1967. Vajpayee joined The 
Hindustan Times in Delhi, as Special Correspondent and remained so 
until 1982. Then there were short stints in various places. A year with 
the The Indian Express, a short stint with The Free Press Journal, 
not to mention the post of Visiting Professor in the Department of 
Journalism at Benares Hindu University. Finally, along with several of 
his colleagues, he launched the National Media Centre in Delhi, where 
he now lives. 


He remains the General Secretary of the National Media Centre, 
which promotes journalism through seminars, meetings and publica- 
tions. 


This septugenarian journalist views today’s India and today’s 
journalism in a surprisingly positive manner. Talking about journalism 
then and now, he describes the difference as a qualitative one. 


"It does not go against present day journalism. My father and 
his contemporaries had a one-point programme, i.e. to overthrow the 
colonial government. But today’s media has a wider perspective, and 
in circumstances such as ours, they are doing a good job." 


UPENDRA VAJPAYEE 121 


Nevertheless, Vajpayee rues the lack of access to all forms of 
the media and also the inadequacy of communication channels for the 
masses. Veering the conversation about today’s India to the strong 
leadership of the Mahatma, Nehru, Bose and such others, he compares 
it with present day politics where, he feels, there is a distinct lack 
of solid leadership. Yet, he does not lose heart, does not give up 
hope. 


MEERA RAMANLAL SHAH 
A GANDHIAN TO THE CORE 


_ Meera Ramanlal Shab was born in a family of freedom fighters. 
Her contribution to the freedom struggle may appear modest but 
considering the spirit and devotion behind it makes it all the more 
significant. She used to inspire the visitors to Gandbifi’s Sevagram 
at Wardha by singing patriotic songs and in the process she came 
in close association with prominent national leaders. Being an active 
member of Seva Dal she participated in various activities of the 
Congress targetted against the British government. For ber 
participation in such activities she was also arrested a number of 
times, the first being at the age of 16 years. 


Smt. Meera Ramanlal Shab recalls her association with Gandbiji 
and ber contribution to freedom movement in a conversation with M.C. 
Ade. 


What could be a better source of inspiration than to be born in 
a family of eminent freedom fighters. Meera Shah found the atmosphere 
surcharged with the spirit and fervour of freedom struggle right from 
her childhood. Born on 5 November 1925 at Phishivani, Nagpur, Meera 
had a chance meeting with Gandhiji in 1933 at Wardha. She was only 
8 years old at that time. Gandhiji advised her, "Bachchi, Desh ki khoob 
seva karna" (dear child, serve the nation earnestly). She was so 
overwhelmed by this remark that she decided to devote her entire 
life to the cause of nation. 


She was also inspired by her parents who were actively involved 
in the freedom struggle. Her father Shri Chintamanrao Tidhe was 
imprisoned four times between 1923-1942 for his various anti-British 
activities. 


Meera left her hometown to study in Mahila Ashram at Wardha. 
From there she took a degree in ‘Vinita Adhyapika’. Her keenness 
to learn reflects in her graduating from Yashwant Art College, Nagpur 
University at an age of 43. 


Meera got married in 1950 to a Gujarati gentleman Shri Ramanial 
Shah. She has two daughters and two sons who are now married and 
settled. _ 
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For pursuing her education and participating in freedom struggle 
Meera joined Mahila Ashram, Wardha. It was during that time (between 
1933 to 1946) Gandhiji used to stay at Sevagram in Wardha. Wardha 
was thus the focal point of prominent national leaders and freedom 
fighters. Eminent people like Rajendra Prasad, Sardar Patel, Sarojini 
Naidu, Subhas Chandra Bose and Jawaharlal Nehru used to visit 
Sevagram very often to seek Gandhiji’s advice and guidance. During 
the visits of such leaders Sevagram used to reverberate with 
nationalistic sentiments. On such occasions Meera in her humble 
capacity used to contribute by singing patriotic songs. These occasion 
and her proximity to Sevagram gave her ample opportunities to meet 
prominent national leaders. Gradually she became an active member 
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Meera Ramanlal Shab (3rd from left) with Pt. Jawaharlal Nebru at 
Wardha Congress Session, 1941 
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of Sevadal. In this capacity she attended the AICC session held at 
Wardha under the Chairmanship of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. During this 
session she came very close to Pt. Nehru. 


Being an active member of Sevadal and inspired by Gandhiji she 
participated in various activities of the Congress. She was arrested a 
number of times. In 1941 when she was arrested for the first time 
she was only 16 years old. Recalling her imprisonment in Jabalpur 
jail she says, "In front of my cell was the ‘Hang Cell’ and during my 
imprisonment a number of revolutionaries were hanged there. Before 
the noose was put around their neck they used to pass in front of 
my cell. To inspire them, I used to sing patriotic songs and raise slogans 
like, ‘Inquilab Zindabad’ (Long live the revolution)." When she was 
in jail for various terms she happened to come in contact with 
luminaries like Smt. Subhadra Kumari Chauhan, poetess, Smt. Prabhati 
Jahatdar, Dy. Minister in Congress Ministry formed in 1937, Ku. Uma 
J. Bajaj, daughter of Jamnalal Bajaj and others. 


After independence Meera was offered high ranks in politics but 
she refused to be lured and like a true follower of Gandhiji continued 
with her social service. In association with voluntary and social 
organisations she championed the cause of downtrodden, worked for 
the eradication of untouchability and other such social evils. 


She is not happy with prevailing circumstances. "People lack the 
spirit of serving the nation. Everyone is in the rat race of earning 
money. The martyrs and freedom fighters who sacrificed their lives 
for the nation are now forgotton" she laments. 


She pins her hopes on the teachers for moulding the young 
generation in such a way that they feel proud of their nation and 
devote themselves to its service in right earnest. 


ANNAPURNA MOHARANA 


AN EMBODIMENT OF SELFLESS SERVICE 
AND PATRIOTISM 


Born in an aristocratic family of 
Cuttack, Annapurna Mobarana was brought 
up in a family where everyone was 
associated with freedom movement and 
hence her stepping in to the freedom struggle 
was not a coincidence. As a young girl, she 
was arrested during the Salt Satyagraba., 
When she was told by the Magistrate that the 
Congress was an illegal organisation, she 
retorted back that in her view the govern- 
ment was illegal. This clearly reflects her 
deep patriotic feelings. Later she was 
arrested for participating in Quit India 
Movement in 1942 and was banned to enter Jajpur area which she 
defied and was again arrested. 


In a candid conversation with Satya Ray this prominent freedom 
fighter from Orissa narrates her association and activities during the 
freedom struggle. 


Freedom fighter and social activist Smt. Annapurna Moharana is 
well-known. in Orissa. Right from her childhood days she shunned all 
the luxuries and pleasures of life and dedicated herself to the service 
of the motherland. She fought many odds on her way to free the 
motherland from foreign yoke. Her dedication and devotion soon 
graduated Annapurna Devi into a prominent freedom fighter within 
a short span of time. Even today in spite of her advanced age she 
is busy working for the welfare of the depressed and downtrodden 
of the society. She is working in the country-sides and backward 
pockets of Orissa to help the destitutes, women and the have nots. 
Age has failed to damp her spirit. She is as agog and lively as she 
was during her youth. Recently Utkal University has honoured her by 
conferring an honorary D. Litt. on her in recognition of her life-long 
selfless service and sacrifice. 
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Annapurna Moharana was born in an aristocratic family of Cuttack 
in 1917. Her father late Gopabandhu Choudhury and mother late Rama 
Devi were the front ranking freedom fighters. Her paternal uncle late 
Nabakrushna Choudhury, the former Chief Minister of Orissa, aunt Smt. 
Malati Devi and brother Shri Manmohan Choudhury, and husband Dr. 
Sarat Moharana were leading freedom fighters. They were incarcerated 
several times by the British government. 


From the very tender age Annapurna Devi accepted Gandhiji as 
her ideal and guide. Throughout her life she has strictly followed the 
messages and principles of Gandhiji. Presently she is living in her 
parental house at Bhakarabad locality of Cuttack city along with her 
husband. 


In reply to a question she said that it was her parents who inspired 
her to join the freedom struggle. In her own words "Everybody in 
our family, my father, mother, uncle, aunt, and brother eagerly joined 
the freedom movement, so how could I be an exception? The house 
of my father Shri Gopabandhu Choudhury was turned into a Satyagrahi 
Camp." 


She said by that time National Week was observed throughout 
the country from 6th April to 13th April every year. The aim of the 
Week was to create a sense of patriotism among the people. During 
the week meetings were held and Sutra Yajna (Mass spinning of cotton 
thread) Organised. She recalls "on 3 April 1924 a meeting was organised 
in Cuttack town hall in memory of the victims of Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre. The day was being observed as Jallianwala Bagh day. | along 
with my brother had gone there. Eminent freedom fighter late Raja 
Krishna Bose narrated the heart-rending scenes of police brutalities of 
Jallianwala Bagh so vividly that it left a permanent scar on my mind. 
I have not heard such a moving speech since then. That speech was 
also a clarion call for me to join the band wagon." 


Recalling her childhood days Annapurna Devi says "I was born 
in the Cuttack Bhakarabad house of my grandfather Gokulanand 
Choudhury, who was an eminent lawyer and actively involved in Utkal 
Sammilani (Utkal Conference) and native states accession movement. 
Eminent leaders of the time like Madhusudan Das and Pt. Gopabandhu 
Das used to visit him. When I was born my father Shri Gopabandhu 
Choudhury was the deputy magistrate of Jajpur. Subsequently he quit 
the government job and actively participated in the national movement. 
My brother and I did not join any educational institution run by the 
British government. We pursued our studies privately at home. Eminent 
freedom fighter and national poet Bira Kishore Das was my tutor. At 
times my father used to prepare notes on history and geography and 
helped us in our studies". 
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"It happened during 1922. One day my uncle late Nabakrushna 
Choudhury hoisted the tri-colour atop our house. While we were 
gleefully watching this somebody came and cautioned us that hoisting 
the tri-colour was tantamount to sedition. The British government would 
punish us for the crime, he warned. But his warning had little impact 
on us. It did not deter us from hoisting the tri-colour. Instead of being 
frightened we felt honoured." 


On being asked to whom she regarded as her mentor she said 
"I have accepted many great personalities as my ideal. Still then, 
Swamy Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi and Queen Laxmibai of Jhansi 
are my favourites. I have been greatly influenced by their works and 
ideologies". 


In an answer to a question, Annapurna Devi said "I first joined 
the Independence movement on 26 January 1930 on "Purna Swaraj" 
day. Two years earlier in 1928 the Lahore session of Indian National 
Congress had adopted the "Purna Swaraj" (total Independence) 
resolution. Gandhiji then had given the call of fighting the British 
power, through truth and non-violent means." 


By that time many kids like me had joined freedom movement. 
Various assignments were given to us. We were known as the Banarsena 
or Monkey brigade. In groups we used to go from door to door singing 
patriotic songs and collecting donations. This donation was for the 
freedom movement. We used to collect foreign clothes and made 
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Annapurna Mobarana with Gandbiji during a padayatra in Orissa, 1934 
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public bonfire of them. We were participating in almost all the meetings 
and processions" Recalling an event she said "I would never forget 
the 1942 Kaipara firing incident of the then Cuttack district (Kaipara 
now is in newly created Jajpur district). Gandhiji had already given 
the call of ’'do or die’ against the British government by then. To stall 
the foreign rule Gandhiji also endorsed the plan of Parallel government 
by the Indians. During that time I was staying in the Basic Education 
Centre of Ramachandrapur (Bari). By then, suicide brigade was formed 
in consultation with Gandhiji. The volunteers of this brigade were 
determined to fight the British government at the risk of their lives" 


"On 17 August 1942 some revolutionary set fire to the Kaipara 
post office. The post master reported the matter to the higher 
authority. On 25 August a DSP reached the spot with his forces. A 
public meeting was to be held there on the next day. Naturally there 
was a large crowd in Kaipara. I also went there. My husband (Sarat 
Moharana) could not make it due to fever. The presence of the police 
force irritated the crowd and they resorted to throwing stones on them. 
A few were arrested. Others were directed to leave the place 
immediately. Members of the suicide brigade did not pay any heed 
to it. As a result police resorted to firing. The agitated crowd bravely 
fought the police bullets. They demanded the unconditional release 
of their arrested friends. Four persons succumbed to the bullet injuries 
on the spot. The Entire area was stained in blood and bullet marks. 
Saunta Mallick, Hadibandhu, Sanand Swain and Mayadhar Bhuyan 
became martyrs. 


Many people sustained bullet injuries. We admitted the injured 
to the nearby hospital. Later on in the memory of martyrs a memorial 
was erected on the spot. 


The British government was resorting to many heinous methods 
to divide us. We were aware of this and tried to maintain good relations 
between the Hindus and Muslims and the Harijans and the Caste 
Hindus. We were also strictly following the five point non-co-operation 
principles of Gandhiji. Those five principles were, non-co-operation 
to government educational institution, non-co-operation to government 
Judiciary, no to foreign clothes, no to narcotics and non acceptance 
of governmental titles" 


Smt. Moharana recalls "I saw Gandhiji first in the year 1921 in 
Cuttack. That year Mahatma had addressed a large gathering on the 
dried sand bed of river Kathajori. Gandhiji then led a Harijan Padyatra 
(Harijan March) in Orissa in 1934 when I came in close contact with 
him. I was also a member of that Padyatra. He led the Harijana Padyatra 
from Puri on 9 May 1934. The march took seven days to reach 
Kazipatna in the outskirts of Cuttack. On May 16th Gandhiji addressed 
a women’s gathering in the historic Shriramachandra Bhawan of Cuttack. 
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From Cuttack he proceeded to Patna to take part in the AICC session. 
Again he came to Orissa on May 20th to lead the Padyatra from Bari. 
This Padyatra received overwhelming support and response from the 
people of Orissa. It created a mass awakening among the people. 
Gandhiji reached Bhadrak on June 7th. He left Orissa the next day. 
Veteran leaders, like Thakkar Bapa, Professor Malkani, Meera Ben, Uma 
Bajaj accompanied Gandhiji during the "Harijan Padyatra, Gopabandhu 
Choudhury, Pt. Neelakanth Das, Pt. Lingaraj Mishra, Smt. Rama Devi, 
Raja Krishna Bose, Binod Kanungo, Manmohan Choudhury, Mangala 
Devi, Sushila Devi, Godavari Devi, Surendra Nath Pattanaik, Radhanath 
Rath and Malati Choudhury of Orissa also took part in this Padyatra". 


Annapurna Devi became nostalgic when she spoke about her first 
imprisonment. "I was first arrested in 1932 for participating in Salt 
Satyagraha. Since I was a minor then I had to spent only four days 
in Cuttack Jail. My trials were held inside the jail and I was set free. 
A magistrate asked me ‘don’t you know that Congress is an illegal 
organisation? Henceforth don’t participate in its activities’. I replied 
‘So far as I know, this government is illegal’. The magistrate then kept 
mum and freed me. 


In 1942 I was again arrested for participating in Quit India 
Movement. British police picked me up from Ramachandrapur. Poet 
and freedom fighter Sri Banchhanidhi Dash was also arrested along with 
me. I was brought to Cuttack Central jail in a bullock cart all the 
way from Bari Ramachandrapur. They kept me in cell No. 12 and I 
spent 23 months in the jail. After my release 1 was banned to enter 
Jajpur area. I defied the ban and tried to enter Jajpur area. I was 
arrested at the Jajpur border and incarcerated for five months. I shared 
the cell with leading freedom fighter like Shakuntala, Uttara Choudhury, 
Kiranlekha, Sunamani, Nishanmani, Malati Choudhury, Prabhabati Devi, 
Mangala Sen, Shashibala Kanungo and Ksheramani Devi. Naba Krushna 
Choudhury, Raja Krishna Bose, Nityananda Kanungo, Surendra Pattanaik, 
Sudhir Ghose and Manmohan Choudhury were kept in other cells of 
the same jail. Subsequently all the male freedom fighters were 
transferred to Angul jail. During our imprisonment we used to read 
good books and newspapers. We also spun cotton and collected 
threads. | 


India achieved her independence on 15 August 1947. This news 
spread like wild fire throughout the country. Our joy knew no bound 
when we heard the news. At that time I was in Ramachandrapur 
Ashram. We celebrated the occasion with a community feast. 


Annapurna Devi says "India is yet to achieve its economic and 
social independence. We are trying our level best to achieve the Swaraj 
as envisaged by Gandhiji. We are also working for the empowerment 
of women, eradication of social evils and total prohibition. We have 
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left no stone unturned for achieving the goal. We are working through 
our agencies and organisations like Sarvodaya Mandal, Kasturba Gandhi 
Rashtriya Smarak Front, Utkal Khadi Mandal and Haridashpur Seva 
Samiti". Annapurna Moharana was in direct contact with leaders like 
Utkal Mani Pt. Gopabandhu Das, Acharya J.B. Kripalani, Rajendra Prasad, 
Loknayak Jaya Prakash Narayan, Vinoba Bhave and Mahadev Desai. She 
has dedicated herself to the cause of poor, suppressed and the 
downtrodden. 


For the future generation she has the following message "I place 
the country, mankind and human race before self. This should be the 
motto of the youth. So long as a girl cannot walk alone in the dead 
of night without any fear in free democratic India, the essence and 
importance of freedom and independence cannot be realised till then. 
Everybody should strive to establish social and moral values and build 
national character". 


BABUBHAI JASHBHAI PATEL 
'A DREAM COME TRUE! 


Babubhai Jashbhai Patel joined the 
freedom struggle at an early age of 19. In 
1930 Gandbiji’s Salt Satyagraha spread the 
fervour of patriotism across the country. Shri 
Patel was also not unaffected by this mass 
movement. He left his studies and jumped 
into the freedom movement. He picketed the 
British Officers’ residences trying to prevent 
them to attend the legislature. He also 
launched a_ students’ weekly ’'Yugantar’ 
through which students were urged to join 
| the freedom struggle. He participated in the 
- students’ movements directed against the 
atrocities of British government. 


In a conversation with Minakshi Thakar this former Chief 
Minister of Gujarat recalls various events of freedom struggle and his 
deep commitment to see his motherland’s freedom from alien rule. 


Shri Babubhai Jashbhai Patel, a simple old man clad in dhoti and 
kurta, sitting on the cot with pillow rest, speaks softly but confidently 
about his vision of New India. Born on 9 February 1911, Shri Babhubhai 
has been a true follower of Gandhiji all his life. If a person sees him 
from close quarters, his sincerity, his abiding concern for the common 
and neglected masses, his missionary spirit and his enthusiasm to uplift 
the poor become very clear. 


His encyclopedic knowledge, capacity for hard work at the ripe 
age of 86 years and above all his modesty would impress anybody. 


It was the spirited atmosphere prevailing that time which inspired 
everyone particularly the youth to join the band wagon of freedom 
fighters. Recounting that period he says, "I was very young. I had 
a dream to free the country from British slavery and I wanted India 
to prosper and stride towards all-round development so that every 
citizen of India would be able to live respectably and progress in his 
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life. There was a fire kindling in the hearts of the people at that 
time to join freedom movement for which they were ready to leave 
studies, homes and their dear and near ones." 


Shri Patel admits that he was not a bright student but managed 
to sail through in his academic career. He selected law as his career. 
He passed Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws examinations in 1935 
and in 1937 respectively. He studied in Fergusson College, Pune. Patel 
says, "My ambition was to live an independent life casting no burden 
on my parents. Although I left my studies in 1930, when I was in 
the first year of college, I rejoined the college later on and completed 
my studies according to my father’s wish. I was educated in a small 
village, namely, Vadtal and a town Nadiad. I also studied at Baroda 
and Bombay. In my younger days I joined Boy Scout movement also." 


At an early age of 19 Patel joined the freedom struggle. Patel 
recalls, "It was during Salt Satyagraha days in 1930 when I jumped 
head long into the freedom movement. I picketed the British officers’ 
residences trying to prevent them from attending the legislature. We 
had decided to boycott legislature at that time. I moved a resolution 
in a students’ conference urging students to join the freedom struggle 
immediately. We started a students’ weekly called Yugantar. 


Patel became it’s manager. Mehra Masani, N.J. Dastur and other 
colleagues took charge of editing. Ashok Mehta, Professor M.L. 
Dantwala and others participated in the students’ movements. They 
also formed a students’ untouchability League. 


Several incidents occurred around that time which filled up the 
hearts of nationalists with a deep desire of getting freedom from the 
stranglehold of Britishers. He distinctly remembers, "A farmer’s son 
Babu Genu tried to stop a truck carrying foreign clothes from Mulji 
Jetha Market in Bombay. He lied down in front of the truck. The driver 
stopped the truck but a British police officer took charge of the truck 
and drove it over the body of the boy. Babu Genu was crushed to 
death. Thousands of people joined his funeral procession. 


In another incident four young students were shot down at Adas 
railway station in Gujarat. Their sacrifices inspired us—the young 
students—to be prepared to sacrifice our lives for freeing the country 
from British slavery" he adds. 


During those days, Mallapa Shinde and Sharda Husseni were shot 
down in Sholapur. All these sacrifices inspired the youth at that time 
to leave studies and work for the country’s freedom. Being an ordinary 
volunteer, he got no opportunity of coming in closer contact with big 
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru or Sardar Patel. 
However, a very short meeting with Mahatma Gandhi during his Dandi 
March was enough to boost the spirit of freedom struggle. Voice 
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trembling with emotion, he recalls that meeting, "I met Mahatma 
Gandhi once and that too for a moment during his Dandi March in 
1930. I had enrolled myself as a volunteer. My father did not approve 
of this. I was in a dilemma. So I met Gandhiji for a couple of minutes 
during his Dandi March on 29th March morning. I bowed down before 
him and asked for his guidance as to whether I should disobey my 
father or commit a breach of promise to join the struggle. He said 
immediately that they had enough volunteers at that time and no more 
were required. Later on when many would be arrested and there may 
be a shortage, I might join him disobeying my father, if I had already 
crossed eighteen. Afterwards I left studies and joined in constructive 
work for some year." 


He was arrested by British Government for his involvement in 
various activities related to freedom struggle. Recalling his first 
imprisonment he says, "I was arrested in December 1930 alongwith 
Yusuf Meherally, Mulraj Karsandas, Uma Shankar Dixit and other leaders 
and sentenced to four months’ rigorous imprisonment. In the prison, 
I was required to grind 40 pounds of wheat everyday. In the beginning 
of 1931, we were released as per the terms of Gandhi-Irwin pact." 


Despite being discontented with Gandhi-Irwin Pact he continued 
to work as a volunteer carrying on Khadi and Village industry’s work. 


He was imprisoned seven times during freedom struggle. The 
longest period was 2 years and 6 months’ rigorous imprisonment. They 
were concurrent imprisonment with usual remissions. He was required 


i ee 


with Shri Morarji Desai 
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to be in prison for 20 months. During 1930 to 1934 and 1940 to 
1944, he was in jail for different periods every year. 


In 1937, he was elected to the Bombay Legislative Assembly at 
a young age of 26 years. At that time he was the youngest legislator. 
In 1975, he was the oldest legislator. He was elected six times to 
the assembly. As a legislator, he was the deputy whip, party secretary, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Deputy Minister, Minister and Chief Minister 
and as a leader of the Opposition at different times. He was also 
the Chairman of Gujarat Mineral Development Corporation and Khadi 
Board for some years. He finds a total change in the nation’s scenario 
after the independence. Not really happy with the prevailing 
circumstances he muses, "When I joined the freedom struggle, I dreamt 
of India becoming a golden state with good moral values and principles, 
for which we fought. But now we see a contrast between the days 
of freedom struggle and the post independence period. In those days 
the prevalent sentiment was sacrifice for the country but now a days, 
we all are keen to get some advantage or other. Frankly speaking, 
I am not happy with whatever is going on today." 


For the young generation Patel advises to recall the sacrifices 
made by the freedom fighters and learn from them their duty towards 
the nation. “All of us must devote ourselves to the service of nation 
in all possible ways. Then only India will march towards progress 
and prosperity." 


ABDUL GAFOOR 
‘AGAINST THE TIDE’ 


Abdul Gafoor is known to be one of the 
few Muslim freedom fighters who never 
entertained any sentiment for the Muslim 
League nor did the philosophy of non- 
violence and satyagraha attracted him. 
Virtually, Gaffor was a man of action. He 
_ believed in the radical approach and his 
_ passion for the country was intractable. And 
_ the man who left bim spellbound was none 
4 other than the great revolutionary Netaji 
_ Subhas Chandra Bose who gave the clarion 
- call, “tum mujbe khoon do, mein tumbe 
aazadi doonga" (You give me blood, I will 


give you freedom). 


In a frank conversation with Dinesh Kumar, Shri Gafoor describes 
his participation in various phases of freedom struggle. 


Born on 18 March 1918 in a modest lower middle class family 
at Sarya Akhtiyar village in Gopalganj district of Bihar, Gafoor’s 
escapades with the freedom struggle started at an early age, but on 
the different note. He was merely five-six year old when the Khilafat 
Movement was going on. He was called by the people to sing the 
Khilafat songs at the meetings. At that time Gafoor had not even the 
faintest idea of what was going on around. And he did not even bother 
to know much about it. 


“I was too young to understand what Khilafat meant. I only 
remember that I was often called to sing ‘Jane beta khilafat mein 
dedo, boli amma (the wife of Mohammed Ali) Mohammed Ali ki’ at 
the meetings, he recalled. 


When he was studying in the Victoria Memorial High English 
school, Gopalganj, the country was passing through unprecedented 
turmoil in the form of the Civil Disobedience Movement under Mahatma 
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Gandhi. Then there started the second phase— burning of foreign made 
clothes at public places. The scene of the bonfire kindled an interest 
in his young mind to have a fun and he was soon spotted throwing 
foreign clothes into the fire. He did it just out of fun, totally unmindful 
of that he was contributing to a great cause. “Mein shoqgiya shaamil 
hua tha (I joined for the fun)”, was his version. But his innocent 
dalliance with the nationalist activities had a far reaching impact on 
his mind which enlightened his thinking and perception. 


His real baptism of fire took place when he joined Aligarh Muslim 
University after passing out matriculation in 1935. First, he had to face 
protest from his family elders for deciding to pursue higher education. 
With father, Bashir Ali, a peasant holding 12 bighas of land he had 
no solid economic background to afford study outside the hometown. 
“My eldest brother Moh. Islam was head master in a middle school. 
He showed his inability to provide any financial help, and the second 
brother’s income was also meagre. So they asked me to abandon the 
study and pick up some job and settle for life. But I was not to bend. 
So I reached AMU and got admission in Science Faculty, but later on 
switched over to the Arts Department. “As my political activities were 
increasing day by day I decided to take relatively easy arts subjects 
and hence opted for geography and economics,” he pointed out. 


But the worry of the hostel expenses was still haunting him. He 
came to know about a registered society, run by the university, which 
granted loan of Rs 10 to poor students on the condition that the debter 
would have to pay back by sparing 10 per cent of the salary every 
month after getting a job. Thus he managed to secure the loan. 
According to him, Rs 10 was enough to make the things moving. But 
he wanted to create resources so he started taking classes in a coaching 
institute meant for the high school students. Rs. 20 accrued from it. 
Now he had sufficient money. “Actually a student with Rs 30 a month 
was considered to be the affluent one. Thereafter, I did not feel the 
need for money at all.” He recalled. 


Once freed from such hardship Gafoor’s association with freedom 
struggle got a boost and he started devoting time to political activities. 


The aggressive line of action adopted by Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose left an indelible imprint on Gafoor’s mind. “We were very 
agonised and perturbed when Subhas Bose had to resign from the 
post of Congress presidentship in the face of immense pressure from 
Mahatma Gandhi” he spoke out his mind. Later, Gafoor actively 
worked for the Forward Bloc which was launched by the great leader. 
He then got the rare opportunity of accompanying Subhas Bose 
during his Bihar tour to propagate the ideology of the Forward Bloc 
just before he left for Germany after the World War broke out. “It 
was Netaji who had first made a detailed plan for India’s freedom. 
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It was not that he wanted the revolution to come about in a 
haphazard way. It was to come in phased manner", Gafoor confided. 
He candidly admitted that Gandhiji’s ideology did not interest him 
though he continued to meet Mahatma Gandhi regularly when the 
latter stayed in Patna for more than a month after the partition of 
the country. “I cannot say that the path of Gandhiji was wrong but 
it did not appeal to me,” he said. Gafoor was also a close associate 
of Abul Kalam Azad. Another leader whom he holds in high esteem 
was Jaya Prakash Narayan. 


Though he was the second Muslim in the area to have Masters 
degree he did not bother to bargain it for material gains. He got the 
Masters degree in geography and LLB simultaneously in 1941. After 
completing his study he returned home. Soon after Mahatma Gandhi 
gave Britishers the call to Quit India. The movement broke out on 
9 August 1942. Gafoor reacted and was sentenced for two and a half 
years imprisonment for delivering a fiery speech against the British 
Raj in his district town Gopalganj. 


“I remember, I had come home after my Post-Graduate 
examination. Dr. Rajendra Prasad had come to Patna. He called us in 
Sadakat Ashram there. He asked that we should keep in mind all the 
programmes and movements launched by Mahatma Gandhi. Besides, 
what else should be further done to get the country liberated from 
the foreign yoke be kept in mind. But remember, never indulge in 
anything which is against the humanity, morality or below akblaque 
(the word Rajendrababu had used). I thought that the implicit meaning 
of his cryptic remark was that we should refrain from killings or other 
similar crimes. So I thought that there was no harm in laying siege 
to the police station and other places of power. A meeting had been 
organised. I found that some of the leaders in our region did not want 
to take a drastic stand which invited trouble. I got chafed and stood 
up before the mike and exhorted the audience to capture the thana 
(police station) and throw the vestiges of the Raj. The warrant was 
issued against me. I kept evading the police but being inexperienced 
I was finally arrested after three months and lodged in Champaran 
jail in B Class category,” he said. 


He was lodged along with around 250 people in Champaran jail. 
The Champaran jail inmates included some stalwarts like Mahesh Prasad 
Singh, the father of former Industry Minister Krishna Sahi, and Jhulanbabu, 
who later became an MP and others from Saran, Champaran and 
Darbhanga districts. His trial ‘began. “The judge intended to show that 
no Muslim student had taken part in the movement and so written about 
me that this young man might have taken part under certain emotion. 
He also shifted me from Class B to Class A jail though there was a 
little difference.” He recalled. 
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“Similarly, the then Prime Minister of England, Winston Churchill 
claimed in his White Paper that no Muslim student took part in the 
movement. After this, my friends in the university started calling me 
as ‘liar Churchill’” he squeezed his memory. 


Gafoor denied having faced any torture or difficulties in the jail. 
On the experience of the jail life he said, “The life there was very 
good. Being a classified jail there was no problem at all. We were 
free to eat food of our choice. I used to read a lot about the 
revolutionaries as the Communist movement in the erstwhile USSR had 
made deep impact on our minds and I was very attached to the 
Communist ideals. 


He was released after about one and a half years. Since then 
he was arrested twice. “On January 26, police used to pick me,” he 
said. 


After the country secured the freedom he fought the 1952 
Assembly election and won. Since then he continued to fight the 
electoral battle without any gap, for both the Parliament as well as 
the State Assembly. 


The septugenarian Gafoor lamented the sorry plight we have been 
pushed into today. But he has also some heartening point. “See, I 
do not want to carry it in my heart. One thing which no one gives 
attention to is the tremendous development that has taken place 
throughout the country over the last 50 years in every field. There 
was not even a single mile of metalled road in my entire district. 
Now every lane and bylane are metalled. There has been no dearth 
of development.” 


Relapsing into the nostalgia Gafoor closed his eyes to appear 
satisfied with life. “I have witnessed everything in this life (Is zindagi 
mein sub kuch dekh liya). World War, India’s freedom and its division, 
India-China and India-Pakistan war. What remains worth seeing now?” 
he posed the question. 


PURUSHOTTAM KAKODKAR 
A SAGA OF COURAGE AND CONVICTIONS 


Young Purushottam Kakodkar spent 18 
months at Gandbiji’s Ashram at Sevagram. 
Greatly influenced by Gandbiji's courage, 
determination and sacrifice he participated 
in Quit India Movement and was imprisoned 
for some time. He was assigned underground 
activities under the joint leadership of 
Achyut Patwardhan, S.M. Joshi and Aruna 
Asaf Ali. Later be founded Goa Seva Sangh 
and led Goa Liberation Movement. In 1946 
be was arrested and deported to Portugal 
and remained in exile for 10 years. He was 
a member of Lok Sabba from 1971-1977 and 
Rajya Sabha from 1985-1991. Shri Kakodkar 
was also associated with All India Freedom Fighters’ Association for 
a long time. 


In a long conversation with Ermelinda MJ. Dias, be narrates 
bis experiences, thoughts and deep rooted feelings about the freedom 
movement. 


Q : You are the doyen of India’s freedom struggle from Goa. What 
was the inspiration behind your decision to join the freedom struggle? 
Was there any single momentous event which drove you, so to Say, 
in the thick of the freedom movement? 


A: The decision to join the freedom struggle was a long-drawn 
one. There were events on different occasions which went on making 
a deep impression on my mind, resulting in a fierce determination 
to do something to free our country from foreign rule. 


As a boy, conversations and discussions-of elderly people on the 
freedom struggle activities taking place in one part of the country 
or the other attracted my keen interest. These discussion were based 
on newspapers received from Bombay and Pune, as the Portuguese 
rulers in Goa practised strict censorship of the Press. 
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Once, some of the elders attended a Congress session at Belgaum 
which was also attended by Mahatma Gandhi. They were so impressed 
by Gandhiji that they carried back a charkha with cotton slivers and 
other accessories. Later they spent hours to spin yarn out of the cotton 
slivers, though they were hardly able to spin an unbroken thread of 
any length. I was greatly impressed by the intensity of their 
perseverance. 


A doubt however lingered in my mind as to whether my life- 
sacrifice, if need be, was justified for liberating our country. What I 
had heard and read from the speeches and writings of Swami 
Vivekananda and Swami Rama Tirtha helped me to decide. The ‘India’ 
that they talked about was an India with a great culture—a leader 
of wisdom to the world. I was prepared to sacrifice my life and become 
the foundation stone of the edifice of freedom of our country. 


Q: Can you say something about your childhood and educational 
background? As a student, what were your impressions about 
colonialism? Specifically, did it ever occur to you that the entire 
education system in India was geared to perpetuate colonialism? 


A: I was born and brought up in a joint family in a village of 
Goa called Kakodem, after which my family name, Kakodkar, is derived. 
My first education came from my father who taught me in Konkani. 


The Portuguese rulers had destroyed the culture of Goa with the 
purpose of perpetuating their domination. Temples, social habits, 
language and dress came under their heavy hand. 


Since text-books in Konkani and Marathi were not available in 
Goa, I studied Marathi text-books available in Bombay and managed 
my pre-Portuguese primary education. Then I did primary education 
in Portuguese, before joining the Portuguese Lyceum Course 
(equivalent to Intermediate). However, inspired by the writings of 
Swami Vivekananda and Swami Rama Tirtha, I gave up the Portuguese 
Course half-way and went to Benaras to obtain the Shastri degree 
(equivalent to B.A.) in Sanskrit from the Government Sanskrit College. 


The education system under the British rule was not different 
from that of the Portuguese in Goa, as both had the common purpose 
of perpetuating colonialism. The Indian Civil Service, for example, 
prepared Indians to rule over Indians on behalf of the British rule. 
Unfortunately, even after fifty years of Independence, no basic change 
has occurred in India’s education system, which hardly allows any scope 
for the natural development of talent of the people. 


Q: You had the rare opportunity to spend some time at Mahatma 
Gandhi’s Ashram at Sewagram. The Sewagram Ashram is regarded as 
the epitome of the Mahatma’s ‘Experience with Truth’. What effect 
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did your stay at the Ashram have on your personality? Can you share 
some reminiscences about that episode of your life? 


A: My eighteen months stay at the Sewagram Ashram was the 
best part of my life, and my subsequent life has been greatly influenced 
by that period. 


After completing my Shastri Course in Sanskrit at Benaras, during 
which I had imbibed the theoretical side of what I had grasped through 
my reading of the speeches and writings of Swami Vivekanda and 
Swami Rama Tirtha, I was very keen to witness the practical side of 
India’s great culture. Meanwhile, the actions and statements of Mahatma 
Gandhi greatly influenced me, and I was burning with a great desire 
to meet him face to face. My main purpose was to know whether 
he practised what he preached. After observing him for some time 
in the Ashram, I was convinced that he was a giant among men, a 


man with great courage, determination and absolute faith in ‘truthful’ 
life. 


Many incidents are imprinted indelibly on my mind. Once, a 
rabid fox entered the Ashram on a hot summer afternoon and bit 
some of the inmates who were taking rest. Afraid of violating the 
principle of non-violence, the inmates only forced the fox out of 
the Ashram premises, instead of killing it. When Gandhiji heard about 
the incident, he asked the inmates to kill the fox. The fox, he said, 
was rabid and had no life of its own. By living, it was only 
endangering that of others. 


Another incident comes to. my mind. A learned man called 
Parachure Shastri was suffering from leprosy, which was then regarded 
as contagious. Mahatma Gandhi nursed him everyday, after his bath, 
cleaning puss of the wounds and giving him a massage. Another inmate 
requested Gandhiji to allow himself instead of the Mahatma to nurse 
Shri Shastri. But Mahatma Gandhi refused to accede to the request, 
explaining that God had sent Shri Shastri to him to be served. He 
therefore could not escape by entrusting that duty to others. 


After my long stay at the Sewagram Ashram, I came to the 
conclusion that Mahatma Gandhi’s way of life should be followed by 
every Indian man and woman, not only for the purpose of achieving 
freedom, but also for leading one’s own life. 


Q: The freedom struggle was a saga of courage and sacrifice 
based on convictions, truth and non-violence. Three of the most 
important events in that heroic struggle of our countrymen were the 
Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement and the 
Quit India Movement. Can you tell us something about your 
participation in those historic events? 
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A: I did not participate in the Non-Cooperation Movement as I 
was too young and was in Goa. In 1930 I was in Benaras from where 
I followed the events of the Dandi March and subsequent activities 
of the people all over the country of breaking the salt-tax law. It 
was a unique movement which uprooted the sense of fear from the 
minds of the participants. It added to my own self-confidence and 
determination, convinced as I was, that what Swami Vivekananda and 
Swami Rama Tirtha had preached thirty years earlier, was being put 
into practice in my life-time by the Mahatma. 


But I did participate in the Quit India Movement. On the advice 
of Mahatma Gandhi, those of the inmates who had gained some 
experience of Ashram life, joined one of his institutions of constructive 
activities. I joined the Charkha Sangh and after working for some time 
at the Head Office of the then Madhyaprant-Maharashtra Charkha Sangh 
at Chandrapur, I went to Miraj to assist D.V. Lele in supervising the 
activities of the Khadi Gramodyog Centres of the surrounding areas. 
It was while I was at Miraj that the Quit India call was given from 
Bombay to the British by the Indian National Congress under the 
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. 


Fortunately I was called to Bombay from Miraj and assigned some 
work in response to the appeal. But before I could accomplish it, 
I was arrested and detained in the Belgaum Central Jail (Hindalga Jail) 
for some time. However, I was soon released due to the lack of 
concrete evidence about my activities. After that I was assigned 
underground activities, which I carried out under the joint leadership 
of Achyut Patwardhan, S.M. Joshi and Aruna Asaf Ali for two and half 
years. When Gandhiji and members of the Congress Working Committee 
(who were arrested on the eve of the Quit India Movement) were 
released, we stopped our underground activities. It was decided that 
until we receive further orders from them, we should go to own our 
areas and do whatever work we could do. I therefore came to Goa. 


Q: What was Goa’s response to those momentous events? How 
did the 18 June Goa Revolution come about? 


A: Goa was practically unaffected by the struggle for India’s 
freedom. But it definitely had some emotional impact on youth, 
particularly students. But in the absence of any organisation, which 
was otherwise difficult under Salazar’s dictatorial regime, there could 
not be any apparent activity.,In fact, there was no organised activity 
even when India’a freedom was almost on the threshold. Perhaps one 
of the reasons for this'was a strong feeling in some circles, that once 
India became free, the freedom of Goa would be a question of minor 
operation. 


I however thought otherwise and felt that Goans should also get 
themselves involved in the intense freedom struggle going on in the 
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country. Therefore, despite extremely unfavourable circumstances, 
wherein Salazar’s dictatorship could suspect and arrest even a group 
of five, an institution called the Goa Sewa Sangh was promoted to 
carry out constructive activities. The main aim was to bring together 
like-minded people and carry out regular activities like spinning on 
charkha, weaving the spun yarn into cloth, prayer-meetings, etc. Young 
people and adults participated in those activities which boosted their 
courage and determination to do something for the freedom of the 
country. 


Side by side, the Goa Sewa Sangh was carefully organising 
meetings to consider the political situation, and moving about in remote 
areas to sound the minds of the people regarding the foreign rule. 
The promoters of Goa Sewa Sangh were even planning political 
activities like Individual Satyagraha, when in early June, 1946, Dr. Ram 
Manohar Lohia visited Goa for a week’s relaxation after three years 
of strenuous underground activities. A guest of Dr. Juliao Menezes, Dr. 
Lohia was requested by people to start some movement for the 
freedom of Goa. He declined to accede explaining that he was familiar 
neither with the situation in Goa nor with the workers. Then I met 
Dr. Lohia and informed him of the activities, both political and 
constructive, of the Goa Sewa Sangh. He advised us to start a mass 
movement forthwith, and agreed to participate in the rally and address 
the meeting on the first day. 18th June was thus fixed for the first 
public meeting. 


Goa Sewa Sangh made arrangements for the rally within a week’s 
time and that too under the rigours of Salazar’s dictatorial regime. I 
clandestinely signed and despatched hundreds of postcards inviting 
people to attend the rally to be held in Margao town. 


A mammoth public meeting was witnessed in Margao on 18 June 
1946. The Portuguese, who were taken aback by the rally could not 
do much, except to disallow Dr. Lohia to address the meeting. The 
Goa Sewa Sangh continued to hold public meetings, leading mass 
processions, etc., for some more time. Soon the authorities took 
measures to suppress the revolutionary spirit of the people by arresting 
prominent leaders like Dr. Tristao Braganza Cunha. I was also arrested 
on August 9, on my arrival from Bombay, where I had gone to attend 
a Congress session. 


Q: You were jailed several times during your exile to Portugal. 
What was the immediate cause for your exile? Who were your 
associates in exile? Please give some details of your life in prison. 


A: As I said earlier, I was arrested on 9 August 1946 on charges 
of working against the Portuguese sovereignty and inciting people to 
revolt against the established authority through a political organisation. 
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After being court-martialled on 24 September 1946, I was sentenced 
to 8 years of deportation with an additional year (total 9) for contempt 
of court because I had defied it by saying that I could not expect 
any justice from a court which punished the accused without recording 
his defence. 


After being imprisoned in Aguada Fortress jail for some time, I 
was deported to Portugal on 14 December 1946, on board the warship, 
‘Bartolomeu Dias’, along with Adv. Inacio Jose Loyola, Shri Lakshmikant 
Bembre and Dr. Rama Hedge. We were given so little time to prepare 
ourselves for the long journey, that when we disembarked in Lisbon 
on 5 January 1947, we were shivering in the harsh European winter 
in our cotton clothes! 


After spending three days in the Fortress jail of Caxies, and 
another three days in Lisbon Central jail for Criminals (Limoeiros) we 
were taken to the Fortress jail of Peniche, which was a jail meant 
for political offenders serving long-term sentences. Here we met Dr. 
Tristao Braganza Cunha, who had arrived there six months earlier. 


When India became free on 15 August 1947, we celebrated the 
event with distribution of sweets and flowers. Due to the reference 
of the case of Goan prisoners, both local and deported, by the 
Government of India to the international fora, we were released from 
the Peniche jail in 1952, under some international amnesty. However, 
we had to report to the police everyday, including Sundays and 
holidays. 


When I informed the jail authorities in writing that I would not 
report to the police (since there were no charge against me), I was 
re-arrested and detained in Aljube police custody, where I spent 29 
days in a narrow dark cell, before being transferred to a larger one. 
Sometime in the first half of 1956, I went on a three-day fast in protest 
against leading the life of a detenue, when there were no charges 
against me. I however broke the fast on the third day, after a senior 
police officer promised to allow me to leave Portugal within a week’s 
time. 


The promise was kept and I landed in Bombay, via London, on 
16 May 1956. 


Q: You shared a very special relationship with Jawaharlal Nehru. 
That close relation had important repercussions on Goa’s own Liberation 
Movement. Can you recollect some interesting incidents which can 
throw new light on Nehru’s charismatic personality? 


A: I first saw, Nehru, addressing the students of Benaras Hindu 
University, when his straightforward utterances impressed me greatly. 


An important incident comes to my mind. In August 1942, the 
arrested Congress Working Committee members were furtively taken 
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to Ahmadnagar by rail. At one of the railway stations, a lungi-clad 
member named Shri Shankarrao Deo, got out of the train and started 
walking fast on the platform, acclaiming, “mein azad hun, mein azad 
hun ...” (I am free, I am free..). The escorting British officer ran towards 
Shri Deo and caught hold of his lungi, while Shri Deo continued without 
it. Nehru, who was watching the scene, got down from the train and 
slapped the officer for his uncivilized behaviour. The news of the 
incident spread like wild fire and deeply impressed young minds like 
mine. 


I visited Panditji several times in Delhi with information regarding 
the factual position in Goa, which was still under Portuguese rule. I 
was a personal guest of Nehru at Teen Murti House and recall several 
incidents, which speak volumes about his love for his countrymen. 
Once, when his health was indifferent and doctors had advised him 
complete rest, a note came to his breakfast table that people had 
come for his ‘darshan’. Despite Indira Gandhi’s persistent reminders 
about the doctor’s advice for complete rest, Nehru went to the lawns 
to see the people, repeatedly muttering to himself, “Poor people have 
come from distant places”... 


Q: After Independence, you have led a very active life, both 
politically and socially, Can you share some of your experiences in 
the political and social life of Independent India? 


A: The Portuguese were still ruling in Goa when I returned from 
exile in 1956. Since the Government of India was seeking the best 
solution to the problem of Goa’s Liberation, I met Prime Minister Nehru 
several times in Delhi with information about the actual position in 
Goa. 


Later in 1966, as a member of the Congress, I worked hard to 
get the permission of the Congress for conducting the opinion poll, 
so that Goans could decide whether they wanted to retain their 
separate identity or get themselves merged with Maharashtra. And I 
was extremely happy at the outcome of the opinion poll. 


I have also been a member of the 5th Lok Sabha from March 
1971 to January 1977. I was also a member of the Rajya Sabha from 
January 1985 to January 1991. 


Q: As a freedom fighter, you must have had a certain vision 
of ‘Free India’. Has that vision been largely fulfilled? What is your 
perception of the nation’s post-independence development? 


A: As a freedom fighter, I visualised a ‘Free India’ that practised 
not only Swaraj (self-rule) but also Suraj (good rule). I had the vision 
of a ‘Modern India’ built on the foundations of all that is good in 
‘Ancient India’. And I would say that my vision has not been wholly 
fulfilled. 
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No doubt, Free India has made tremendous progress in various 
fields in the course of these fifty years of independence. The simple 
reason is that India’s wealth has now been utilised in India and not 
in England. The utilisation of wealth has resulted in development, 
particularly in industry. And if that development had continued, with 
the same speed and intensity, as in the early years of independence, 
Iridia would have now been a developed country in various areas, 
particularly in education and rural development. 


But unfortunately, that has not happened, especially after the 
galaxy of leaders of the freedom struggle left this world one after 
another. 


All the same, it is not a case for desperation. India has undergone 
a number of transformations, many times in the past, and yet she has 
ultimately survived. I have hopes that she will survive this time too! 


Q : What is your message to the future generations of the country? 


A: Yes, I have a message for them. We are most fortunate to 
belong to this country which has a very ancient and rich civilisation. 
However, taking advantage of the benevolence of the people, 
foreigners invaded and enslaved her. Her people, however, struggled 
and freed her at the risk of their lives. 


But the danger is not yet over. Colonialism and imperialism in 
various other forms are always hovering around. The future generations 
of this great country should be ever alert and preserve the priceless 
freedom of our country. 


SUMAN BHARATI 
SPIRITED CRUSADER AND SOCIAL WORKER 


Suman Bharati was deeply impressed by 
Gandbiji’s constructive work programme 
right from his childbood. The desire to work 
for the independence was so strong in 
Bbarati’s mind that at the young age he 
started helping in printing and distributing 
pampblets against British rule. 


During the Quit India Movement Suman 
Bharati joined in activities like burning of 
foreign clothes, picketing and advocating 
kbadi and many such constructive 
programmes as directed by Gandbiji. 


Shri Bharati is presently working as the 
secretary of the All India Freedom Fighter's Committee. In a candid 
conversation with Meenakshi Thakar Shri Bharati recollects bis 
involvement in various facets of freedom struggle. 


Q: What inspired you to join the freedom movement? 


A: I was about nine years old when I heard about the Dandi 
Yatra (March) of Gandhiji. I wanted to join the March, but I was too 
young. Shri Natwarbhai Pandit, who started the Gram Seva Mandir at 
Nardipur, and was a constructive worker, asked me to complete my 
studies first. Inspired by the spirit of patriotism prevailing at that time 
we the children used to sing. 


Vande Matram 

Inquilab Zindabad 

“Let my head be cut 
Let freedom come home. 
We shall take an oath 


Not to obey the orders. 
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Britishers will go away 
Workers with caps will step in.” 


I started wearing khadi at the age of 12, and decided to join 
Gandhiji’s constructive work. But till 1935-36 I was forced to complete 
my primary education. 


Q: Could you kindly give us some information about your 
education, your childhood activities, etc.? 


A: After I passed my 7th Std. examination, my father wanted 
me to work for the family and earn livelihood. But I had other plans. 
With the help of Shri Natwarbhai Pandit, I got a job in the newspaper 
Majoor Mahajan. A desire to work for the independence of the country, 
to work against the evils of our society was bubbling in my heart. 
I started working for the ‘Majoor Mabajan’ publicity department. All 
the officials of ‘Majoor Mabajan’ were following the path of Gandhiji. 


I was introduced to Shri Shankerlal Banker who was deeply 
involved with Gandhiji’s constructive work. I had the wonderful 
experience of working with Bankersaheb, and through him with 
Gandhiji. 

Q: What about your activities during the freedom struggle? Were 
there any important assignments, events during the struggle? 


A: While I was with “Majoor Mahajan’! had to go to Sabarmati 
Ashram frequently. I used to go to Sabarmati Ashram to get 
instructions from Gandhiji for further steps to be taken to fight 
against Britishers. I helped in printing pamphlets against British rule. 
I used to go to the city area to distribute them. I had to do 
this in the strictest confidence risking my imprisonment. Vasudeo 
Bhatt and other friends helped me in this work. I enjoyed working 
for the masses, fighting against untouchability and for prohibition, 
khadi, and to fight for independence in total, ‘unto the last.” I 
was in close contact with Anasuyaben, Banker Saheb and others, 
in Majoor Mabajan. 


In 1942 the Quit India Movement was declared. I wanted to take 
part in it actively. I went to Gujarat Vidyapith for Khadi Exhibition 
at that time as I was involved in it. I was introduced to Shri Nathubhai 
and Kanjibhai of Vedchhi. I was fascinated by the constructive work 
of Jugatrambhai Dave at Vedchhi. I left the job at Majoor Mahajan; 
I left my home and family and went to Vedchhi to get involved in 
constructive work. 


We had daily programmes of Prabhat Pheri, burning of foreign 
goods, picketing, advocating khadi, being one of the workers of the 
Khadi Charkha Sangh and so on. 
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Q: What can you recall of your imprisonment and of prison life? 


A: Because of our activities in 1942, all the workers at Vedchhi 
were arrested. The leaders of Vedchhi Ashram were in jail at that time. 
The other workers of Vedchhi continued the freedom struggle. The 
workers who were freed from jail were staying in Maddhi-Poona. Shri 
Nanubhai Patel and Gordhan Baba were freed from jail and came to 
Maddhi to stay with us. I was with them for constructive work at 
Bardoli. 


I was arrested for picketing and kept in jail for 7 months. I had 
the good fortune to be with Ravishankar Maharaj, Jugatrambhai and 
Babalabhai in jail for 7 months. Jail life was very hard but thanks to 
the leadership in jail, I could endure all the difficulties and beatings 
by the police. 


In 1944, I came back to Maddhi Ashram. I started working for 
the villagers. I started teaching people, advocating khadi, gramseva 
and so on. We started a Gram Seva Kendra in Maddhi. I also began 
to work on a farm. All the villagers were very kind. They helped 
me a lot. 


After some time, in land reforms and revenue collections farmers 
were to receive concessions. Labourers’ law was to be introduced. So 
all zamindars and big farmers were upset. They saw Gandhiji’s hand 
in it. 

So our Ashram was burnt by them. But the villagers helped me 
to build a new Ashram. 


Q: Were you associated with important leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi. Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel. 


A: Unfortunately not directly, I was with them mentally through 
my work. 


Although I did not have a chance to meet them personally, their 
preaching, teaching and action directed my life. 


Q: What has been the direction of your life after independence? 
What has been your involvement in the political and social life? 


A: I got married only after independence, i.e., in 1952. It was 
my oath not to marry before independence. After marriage also I 
wanted to be in Ashram. 


Shri Jugatrambhai suggested that I open an Ashramshala in Surat 
District. So I established one in Borisavar village on the banks of Tapti, 
in 7 Songadh Taluka of Surat District. 


This was real constructive work, teaching poor children in a 
village. I worked with tribals and taught the children of the Kotvalia 
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tribal community. I worked hard. Along with the management of 
Ashramshala, I also started an Industrial Co-operative Society and a 
Housing Society for the tribals. 


I helped the panchayat in starting adult education. All my life 
I have been a humble constructive worker, never aspiring for any post. 
I helped in the setting up of a khadi workers’ training centre at 
Ahmedabad in 1961. 


After 1979, I totally devoted my life to work for the downtrodden. 
I helped them in forming housing societies and so on. 


Today I am working as the Secretary of the All India Freedom 
Fighters Committee. I am an honorary adviser and a Board member 
in Gujarat Gramodyog Bazaar Nigam, a member of the Jugatrambhai 
Centenary Committee, Member of the Gandhi 125th Birth-anniversery 
Committee, Celebration of 50 years of Independence Committee and 
Ambedkar Award Committee. 


Q: What do you think of today’s India - socially, morally and 
politically? 


A: Today’s India is totally different. India may have developed 
industrially, economically, agriculturally, but socially, it has not been 
able to substantially raise the national character and moral values. 
People do not want to go to villages for work. Even today the remotest 
villages are without medical facilities. 


Q: One last question: do you have a message for the future 
generation? 


A: The youth should have missionary zeal to work in the villages. 
The constructive path of life is the true path. We should follow the 
path of Gandhiji and Sardar to unite the nation with our virtues. 


MAHADEVI TAYI 
AN EPITOME OF SELFLESS SERVICE 


Mabadevi Tayi was introduced to the freedom movement by veteran 
freedom fighter Sardar Venkataramiab. Following Gandbiji’s call of 
Non-Cooperation she participated in No-Tax Campaign and was 
imprisoned several times for instigating people not to pay taxes. She 
was also associated with Acharya Vinoba Bhave for more than 40 years 
and toured all over India propagating khadi and spreading the message 
of Bhoodan. Mahadevi Tayi at present is running bomes for poor 
children and destitutes in Bangalore. 


In a chat with B.N. Sundareswara Smt. Mahadevi Tayi recalls 
ber activities during the freedom struggle and ber association with 
Gandbiji and Vinoba Bhave. 


Smt. Mahadevi Tayi, though had very little formal education, was 
fortunate enough to learn much under Vinobaji. The circumstances 
made her revolt against superstitions and also jump into the freedom 
struggle. She practised secularism, a spirit which found expression in 
fostering a harijan girl as her own daughter. Even at the age of 92 
she feels that work is worship. 


“I was born in a place known as Dodda Mane in Siddapur taluk 
of Uttara Kannada district in Karnataka.” ‘Dodda Mane’ means ‘big 
house’ in Kannada. It is common to find a single house or a couple 
of houses in the remote areas in Siddapur taluk. 


“I was the only daughter to my parents—Smt. Mookambika and 
Shri Krishniah Hegde.” 


The seeds of agitation sprouted very early in her life. It all began 
with her marriage. She lost her husband when she was just ten years 
old. Her head was clean-shaved. She resisted against various 
superstitions and taboos imposed on widows at that time. This marked 
the beginning of her struggle against injustice. 


It was Sardar Venkataramiah who inspired Mahadevi to join freedom 
struggle. Sardar Venkataramiah brought his wife Smt. Gowramma, a 
mother of four children, to the field of freedom struggle. Mahadevi was 
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greatly impressed by it. The inhuman thrashings of the British initially 
frightened the young Mahadevi. 


“But once I had a stint in a jail, my fears vanished and I became 
bold enough to shoulder greater responsibilities of a leader. 


Earlier, patriots like Rani Chennamma of Kittur fought with arms 
against the British. When the British divested the Indians of arms and 
ammunition, leaders like Tilak created furore. Then came Gandhiji’s 
non-violence movement. Patience became our only weapon. Young and 
old, rich and poor joined the movement. Gandhiji gave a call for No- 
Tax campaign. The Government resorted to imprison the people who 
failed to pay taxes.” 


“I was imprisoned several times for various terms of 4,3,6 and 
8 months for instigating people not to pay taxes. Mani Ben Patel and 
Leelavati Munshi were my friends in the jail.” 


Mahadevi narrates her jail experience : 


“When I was put in Hindalagi jail (near Belgaum) for the women 
second time, some criminals were also kept with us. We complained 
to the British jail Superintendent to keep criminals away as we were 
there because of our patriotism and not because we committed any 
crime. The Superintendent threatened to put us in isolated cells meant 
for those who were to be hanged. 


The warden of the jail, an old lady, tried to pacify us saying that 
criminals would be separated in the night after the departure of the jail 
superintendent. However I did not accept this offer and was promptly 
put in an isolated cell. I remained in the cell for 18 days. Only 
Bhagavadgita gave me company.” 


Mahadevi stayed in Wardha jail for four months as a detenue. 
Thereafter she went to Dehra Doon where she learnt Hindi. 


In 1934, when Gandhiji came to Karnataka on Harijan tour, she 
was also invited to Wardha which she gladly accepted. After taking 
permission from her father, Mahadevi went to Wardha with Dr. N.S. 
Hardikar. There she learnt spinning khadi on charkha and spread the 
skill of charkha in villages. 


Mahadevi was with Vinobaji for 46 years, serving as his secretary. 
“I toured all over India with him on foot propagating khadi and 
spreading the message of Bhoodan. I served him till his death and 
later inherited his ashram ‘Vallabha Niketana’ in Bangalore. About 50 
poor children stay here and attend various schools”. 


Mahadevi has also started another ashram called ‘Vishwa Needam’. 
The destitutes are sheltered here. Weaving khadi on handlooms, mat 
weaving and sewing are taught to them to make them self reliant. 
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The first person who came to Mahadevi asking shelter was a 10 
year old Harijan girl. Mahadevi fostered this girl as her own daughter 
and took her wherever she went. 


Mahadevi Tayi is totally unhappy about the present state of affairs. 
She becomes highly emotional describing the present status of khadi 
and cotton. 


People do not understand what is our wealth. There is mindless 
destruction of our Vanashree—forest wealth. The god’s bounty is being 
frittered away” Mahadevi Tayi was in tears while stating this. “There 
is no khadi now, nylon is replacing it. We used to shout with pride- 
‘Charkha chala chala ke lenge swarajya lenge’; ‘Takli chala chala ke 
lenge swarajya lenge’. Persons like Shankar Rao Dev of Maharashtra 
suffered cane blows for the sake of khadi and where is khadi now"? 


Mahadevi Tayi regularly practices yoga and:pranayama. She claims 
she could hear and see properly even at this age because of yoga. 
She is busy for about 18 hours in a day. 


Mahadevi Tayi welcomes all. She proudly proclaims “I am 92 year 
young Karnataka girl”. 


KRISHNASWAMY BHARATI 
A TRUE FOLLOWER OF GANDHI 


Krishnaswamy Bharati, now 94, was 
blessed by Gandbiji to join the freedom 
struggle when he was a young lad of 17 
years. In fact almost all the members of 
Bharati’s family were deeply involved in the 
freedom struggle especially Bharati’s wife 
and son. Krishnaswamy Bharati was first 
arrested for picketing foreign clothes in 
Madras, later be participated in the Indi- 
vidual Satyagraha and was again jailed. His 
wife Smt. Lakshmi Bharati also volunteered 
by to go to the fail during the Individual Civil 

Disobedience Movement despite suffering 

from a beart ailment while bis son Lakshmi 
Kanthan Bharati was arrested for offering Satyagraha during Quit 
India Movement. 


A member of the Constituent Assembly in 1948, Krishnaswamy 
Bharati recounts his participation in freedom struggle to V.C. 
Rukmani. 


At 94, Shri Krishnaswamy Bharati is mentally alert and methodical. 
Born on 14 July 1903 in Nainaragaram in Tirunelveli District of Tamil 
Nadu Shri Bharati had his schooling in Tirunelveli. After that he came 
to Madras to do his intermediate and Honours in Philosophy from 
Presidency College (1920-25). He completed his F.L in Trivandrum and 
B.L. in Madras and enrolled as an advocate in 1928 in Madras, 
subsequently setting up practice in Madras as a junior to his future 
father-in-law, Shri Somasundara Bharati. 


“It was the inspiration of Gandhiji which drew me towards the 
freedom struggle” says Shri Bharati. “I met him in 1920 in Tuticorin 
at my father-in-law’s house. I prostrated before him and he blessed 
me with his hand. I felt drawn to him like a magnet” he continued. 
From then onwards he got involved in the freedom struggle. 
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The entire Bharati family was very loyal to the country. Six 
members of the family—Bharati’s wife, daughter, son, sister, brother’s 
wife and wife’s brother went to jail fighting for the cause of freedom. 
A redeeming feature, he says proudly was that “my wife helped and 
encouraged me to participate in the struggle by going to jail herself” 


Krishnaswamy Bharati was first arrested in 1932 for picketing 
foreign clothes in Madras and was put in Vellore Jail for two years. 
“ The treatment in Vellore jail was very harsh as some of us were 
put in to solitary confinement which was a horrible experience”, he 
recounts in horror. One prominent freedom fighter whom he met in 
Vellore Jail was C. Subramaniam. 


In 1940, Bharati participated in the Individual Satyagraha and was 
jailed in Trichy. “I went to jail” he reminisces “and to my utter joy 
I found that almost all the members of the Madras Legislative Assembly 
were there”. Here he spent most of his time in the company of CR 
who held interesting classes every morning on subjects like literature. 
“The treatment in Trichy Jail was very good, may be because about 
130 members of Madras Assembly were there”, he laughs. 


It was during that time Bharati’s wife developed some heart 
ailment. She was keen on joining the Individual Civil Disobedience 
Movement. Gandhiji’s personal secretary Dr. Ramachandran was present 
at that time. He wrote to Gandhiji to stop her from going to jail in 
view of her health. Gandhiji immediately wrote back to Smt. Lakshmi 
Bharati telling her not to go to jail in view of her health. But she 
ignored it and went to jail. Hearing about this in jail, Bharati wrote 
to Gandhiji that she had ignored his letter completely. Gandhiji replied, 
at his jail address as follows. 


"What you call disobedience to my orders is an obedience to 
a great call of the nation. After all, a good wife is expected to follow 
in the footsteps of a good husband even as Sita accompanied Ram 
to the dreadful forest. Nothing will happen to her health. God will 
look after it.” 


Yours, 
Bapu. 


Very interestingly, when Smt. Bharati returned from jail after 6 
months her heart problem had subsided and her health had improved. 


Bharati is also very proud of his son Lakshmi Kanthan Bharati 
who as a student offered satyagraha in 1942 during the Quit India 
Movement. He was barely 17 at that time. When he was brought to 
court in handcuffs, his mother was shocked. She cried, saying that she 
had dreamt of him becoming a Collector. The Young man replied that 
he would return from jail and fulfil her dream. “He returned from jail, 
studied well and ultimately became Collector of the very district, 
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Madurai. What a great blessing of God” says Bharati, beaming with 
joy. 


Krishnaswamy Bharati was extremely grateful to the people of 
Tamil Nadu, particularly Madurai, who honoured his wife and him by 
electing them as Members of the Madras District Assembly in 1937. 
“As a couple we adorned the Assembly”, he says. 


Bharati spent his years in jail very fruitfully by reading the Kamban 
Ramayanam and translating Tirukural into English. “I am a good speaker 
in Tamil”, he says proudly. He translated the public speeches of great 
leaders like Pandit Nehru, Sarojini Naidu, Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, V.V. 
Giri, Bhulabhai Desai and Dr. Rajendra Prasad into Tamil. He has also 
translated Gandhi’s book Satyagraha in Africa into Tamil. 


He was selected as a Member of the Constituent Assembly in 1948. 
“I got myself involved in the proceedings of the Assembly to a great 
extent, so much so, I wrote a number of letters through the Press on 
the proceedings of the Assembly”, he says. One of his letters, published 
in the Hindu on the language problem received a prize from ‘Vigil’, 
the forum for newspaper readers in Madras. 


He is not entirely in favour of Netaji’s method of achieving 
freedom. “I feel that the violence and battle of guns is not the proper 
way to achieve freedom. One should follow Gandhiji’s principle of 
non-violence to get what you deserve”. 


His appeal to the younger generation is “to follow steadfastly 
Gandhiji’s principle of love and non-violence. Love all and you would 
be loved by all.” 


H. SREENIVASIAH 
A DEVOTED DISCIPLE OF GANDHJJI 


H. Sreenivasiah joined the freedom 
_ Struggle as a student and participated in 
_ protest marches and public meetings de- 
' nouncing the British regime for which he 
was also arrested. During the Quit India 
Movement he was involved in distributing 
bulletins spewing venom against the British 
_ regime. Later on he became a devout 
follower of Gandhiji and joined bis construc- 
tive programmes of rural development and 
literacy mission to awaken the masses. At 
present Dr. Sreenivasiah is the President of 
Karnataka State Gandhi Smaraka Nidbi. 


Following is an account of Dr. Sreenivasiah’s involvement with 
freedom struggle as told to B.N. Sundereswara. 


Dr. H. Sreenivasiah, President of Karnataka State Gandhi Smaraka 
Nidhi has been striving to build a society based on Gandhian concepts 
of love, truth and non-violence. Hailing from a poor family he lost 
his father early in life. Hardships he experienced during his formative 
years, taught him patience and perseverence. Late Shri. Siddavanahalli 
Krishna Sharma, a devoted disciple of Gandhiji was his mentar. 


Shri Sreenivasiah, a graduate in Mechanical Engineering, is the 
founder secretary of Gandhi Sahitya Sangha and founder of Prakruti 
Jeevana Kendra. He is also instrumental in establishing a few 
educational institutions and three cooperative banks. 


A seemingly insignificant incident made a great impact on young 
Sreenivasiah. 


“It was during Deepavali. While returning from school I had 
bought some crackers. On the way, an elderly person asked me, ‘my 
boy, you too have bought crackers. How much did you pay?’ ‘Three 
rupees’, I said. ‘But Sonny, you will burn this. All that you may hear 


158 FREEDOM FIGHTERS REMEMBER 


will be some loud bangs. Instead why don’t you buy some clothes, 
khadi clothes? It will help the poor and you will also get a shirt’, 
said the gentleman and went away. 


That was the end, never did I buy any crackers afterwards. It 
also marked the beginning of khadi entering my life. Till now I have 
not put on any other clothes except khadi. 


In my high school days there was a lesson on Abraham Lincoln. 
His fight for independence impressed me much. Chatrapati Shivaji was 
another hero I always admired. 


During my boyhood days, Seva Dal taught me discipline. I had 
also participated in Seva Dal camps.” 


Shri Sreenivasiah was born in a poor family at Choudhri Koppal 
village in Nagamangala taluk, Mandya district on 4 January 1925. He 
recalls clearly “My father Shri. Honnappa was barely literate and worked 
as Jamedar in the ‘Athara Kacheri’ (the then Secretariat of Mysore 
Government). I lost my father when I was a 12 year boy. Therefore 
I had to rely on scholarship to complete my education upto B.E. 
degree.” 


About his role in the freedom struggle he describes; 


“Freedom struggle was intense in 1940s. Students participated in 
protest marches and held public meetings denouncing the British 
regime. I alongwith a few other students stole some explosive material 
from the Malleswaram High School Laboratory in Bangalore and burnt 
a few rooms having thatched roofs. 


I was arrested and put in Central Jail, Bangalore from September 
1942 to March 1943 for addressing a student meeting at the Central 
College, Bangalore. 


One of our main activities during the Quit India Movement was 
cyclostyling and distributing of clandestine news bulletins lambasting 
British rule. They carried different names like Azad, Storm, Ranadheera 
and published in Kannada and English. There was a police station near 
Malleswaram circle and next to the police station was the building 
in which underground newspapers were being produced. No outsider 
had an inkling of it. I was one of the persons who distributed them 
in the night. They were also pasted on lamp posts, telegraph poles 
and on walls at prominent places. 


I saw Gandhiji for the first time when he addressed a mammoth 
meeting at Malleswaram Association grounds in Bangalore. 


Gandhian programmes of rural development attracted me much. 
I mobilised students to conduct rural camps. Cleaning the villages, 
creating health awareness among the rural people and to impress upon 
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them of the need of literacy and education were some of the 
programmes undertaken at these camps. Efforts were also made to 
change the evil social habits of the rural folk and gradually Harijans 
were allowed to enter village temples. 


In Bangalore, I and my friends started spinning classes with the 
help of Charkha Sangha and sold charkhas from door to door. We started 
adult literacy classes for the slum dwellers also. 


In 1942 under the guidance of Shri. Siddavanahalli Krishna Sharma 
we chalked out a plan to celebrate Gandhi Jayanti. Accordingly we 
sold Gandhian literature throughout the day and conducted a public 
meeting at Shri Ram Mandir at Malleswaram. A forum called Gandhi 
Sahitya Sangha was started to spread Gandhian thoughts and ideals 
in schools and colleges. I was the founder secretary of the Sangha." 


Shri Sreenivasiah was also a prolific writer of letters. He wrote 
to Gandhiji, Vinobaji and several other Sarvodaya leaders asking for 
guidance and for getting clarifications. 


Fortunately for the posterity, he has preserved most of the letters 
received by him from these great leaders. Copies of the surreptitiously 
circulated news bulletins are also with him. One can very well say 
that Shri Sreenivashiah has maintained a mini archives related to 
freedom struggle and Sarvodaya Movement. 


Now he spends his time in delivering lectures on Gandhism, 
supervising the activities of various cooperative institutions. His 
concern for the downtrodden is remarkable. He never looks his age. 
His beaming face, habitual geniality and mesmerising smile inspires 
all those who meet him. 


Shri Sreenivasiah opines that India has achieved tremendous 
progress in almost all fields but unfortunately moral degradation has 
crept in. 


“We have forgotten Gandhian economic thought. We do not have 
the system of education which is useful in our day-to-day life. Education 
should be modified to suit our requirements. Importance should be 
given to moral and health education. There should be value based 
education”, he believes strongly. 


Seeking on the significance of khadi he states, “The importance 
of khadi was realised by Sir Mirza Ismail and Shri Krishna Raja Wodeyar, 
the then King of Mysore. Palace curtains of the King were of khadi. 


Now khadi is neglected. In fact subsidy to khadi must be 
increased”. Shri. Sreenivasiah appeals to youth to follow Gandhian way 
of non-violence, truth and love and develop patriotism. His call to 
them is: “Serve the less fortunate” 


| H.S. DORESWAMY 
DEDICATED TO THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM 


H.S. Doreswamy was inspired to join 
the freedom struggle by Gandbiji’s courage 
and audacity to fight the British Govern- 
ment. However during the Quit India 
Movement he was arrested for supplying 
a handgrenades and time bombs to a fellow 
_. WS freedom fighter. He was instrumental in 
: closing down various textile mills in 
Karnataka for about a month, thus paralysing 
the economy of the British Government in 
a modest way. 


In the following pages Shri Doreswamy 
describes to B.N. Sundereswara his associa- 
tion with the various stages of freedom struggle. 


Veteran freedom fighter H.S. Doreswamy hails from Harohalli 
village in Kanakapura Taluk, Bangalore district. His grandfather Shri 
Shamanna was a shanubhog (Village accountant) and a nominated 
Member of the Representative Assembly. Doreswamy’s father Shri 
Srinivasa lyyar was a Patel (a village officer). Hence both his 
grandfather and father, in their own right, were leaders of the village. 


After completing primary education in the village Doreswamy 
came to Bangalore for further studies. He studied at the Government 
Intermediate College and the Central College, Bangalore and possessed 
a B.Sc. degree. 


Shri Doreswamy describes what inspired him to take part in 
freedom struggle and the tole played by him. 


“The first inspiration came from our poets and distinguished 
propagandists of the Congress like Dr. Pattabhai Seetharamaiah, 
Muduveedu Krishna Rao, K.F. Nariman, C. Rajagopalachari who were 
in the front line of the freedom movement. 
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Gandhiji’s My Early Life was my text. book in the school and it 
inspired me to join the national struggle for the emancipation of India. 
As a student in the Intermediate College and Central College, I 
participated in student struggle, saw Gandhiji in 1935 for the first time 
in Nandi hills. I was amazed at his simplicity and audacity to fight 
the mightiest of the time viz., the British Government. I thought that 
I should dedicate myself to the cause of freedom and to the 
emancipation of the poor masses from poverty and hunger. 


In 1942, Sardar Venkataramaiah and A.G. Ramachandra Rao went 
underground and I and my elder brother H.S. Seetharam, who became 
Mayor of Bangalore Corporation later, assisted them in carrying on the 
struggle. Alongwith N.D. Shankar, a trade union leader and freedom 
fighter we were instrumental in closing down Binny, Minerva and Raja 
Mills for a period of 14 days. In all 8000 textile workers were involved 
in the closure of these mills. In turn this led to the closure of other 
factories and mills all over the State for a period of 3 to 30 days 
duration. This involved the Kolar Gold Mines, Bhadravathi Iron Works 
and paper mills, Kaiser-I-Hind Mills in Bangalore and Sri Krishna 
Rajendra Mills in Mysore etc”. 


Shri Doreswamy narrates an interesting incident. “On 9 August 
1942 a big crowd had assembled at the Mysore Bank Square in 
Bangalore. A huge posse of police and lancers on horses’ back were 
watching the situation. The atmosphere was tense. There was an old 
man wearing a Gandhi cap. He was desperate to do something. Finally 
he took off his cap, kept it on the ground and addressed it ‘Gandhi 
Inge Okkarada’ (Gandhi you sit here) and pelted a stone at the police. 
Then the crowd, the police, the lancers—everybody went into action 
and thus began the Quit India Movement in Bangalore.” 


Doreswamy gives details of his incarceration: 


“During 1942 Quit India Movement I was arrested in connection 
with supply of hand grenades and time bombs to Sri Ramachandra, 
a khadi worker at Tumkur. He was caught with the hand grenades 
and though the police were unable to establish that I was involved 
in it I was imprisoned in Central Jail, Bangalore for one year and 4 
months. 


We converted prison to an ashram for learning and spent a 
pleasant time there. We observed 26th January by hoisting the tri- 
colour in the jail for which we were all beaten up and locked inside 
our barracks and also denied food on that day”. 


Doreswamy was an active member of the Congress and a vocal 
member of the. All Mysore Congress Committee (AMCC) Movement. 
He continues, “I was the convenor of Bharat Sevak Samaj founded 
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and started night shelters for the coolies. 
I undertook all round development work in the area.” 
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Shri Doreswamy is brutally frank when he speaks of today’s India: 


“Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose fought for 
independence in order to secure good education, employment and 
shelter to every Indian. Their dreams have not be fulfilled. 


However Doreswamy has not lost hope and he advocates for a 
second freedom struggle. He avers, “The future generation will have 
to struggle very hard to reverse the process. Freedom struggle will 
have to be revived in order to usher in a democratic social order in 
the country. The youth of the country are the only hope. So character 
building amongst the youth will have to be taken up in all seriousness. 
It is only youth who can change the present scenario of despondency 
prevailing in India.” 


M.N. JOIS 
A LIVING LEGEND 


Born in 1905, Jois is perbaps the oldest 
living freedom fighter in Mysore city. In a 
befitting tribute to this veteran citizen the 
street where he lives is named after him and 
there is an M.N. Jois circle in Mysore. In 
bis own way Jois took active part in various 
Civil Disobedience Movements viz. No-Tax 
campaigns, Public meetings and protest 
marches against British government, partici- 
pating in Satyagraba in protest against 
discriminating rules of the government and 
activities like hoisting tricolour and taking 
part in agitations organised against British 
governance. 


Following is a detailed account of his long and active association 
with freedom struggle as told to B.N. Sundareswara. 


There is an M. N. Jois Circle in Mysore and the street where 
he lives is also named after him. Perhaps he is the oldest living freedom 
fighter in Mysore city at present. He was born in 1905. He is a graduate 
of Mysore University and has passed the High Court Advocate 
examination. This living legend describes his childhood, and the 
inspiration he obtained from his teachers: 


“My father Shri Narayan Jois was a teacher at Mari Mallappa’s High 
School in Mysore. 1 also studied in the same _ school. Shri 
Venkatakrishnaiah, the then Head Master of the school, was better 
known as ‘Tatayya’ -the Grand Old Man of Mysore. This title was given 
to him by none other than Gandhiji in 1926 or 1927. 


Shri Venkatakrishnaiah often used to tell stories related to 
Ramayana, Mahbharata and Abraham Lincoln. These stories impressed 
my young mind. 


During my high school days, the late Mudaveedu Krishna Rao 
visited Mysore to celebrate Swadeshi Saptaba (Week). He addressed 
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the audience at Sadvidya Shala (an old school in Mysore). I swear 
that I have never again heard such a virulent speech. On the seventh 
day Mudaveedu Krishna Rao urged us to burn foreign clothes. I was 
wearing a banian and a short, I removed both of them and threw 
them into the bonfire. Believe me, I went home with a loincloth! 
(Seeing my condition my father thrashed me — that is another story). 
Since then I have never worn anything but khadi. Such was the power 
of Mudaveedu Krishna Rao’s oration. 


There was Tilak Sangha at Landsown building, Mysore where 
Tagadur Ramachandra Rao, Ramaswamy Ayyangar and a few others 
used to assemble in the evenings to discuss current events. Naturally 
the impact of the British rule was one of the topics. I used to listen 
to them intently. 


Delineating his multifarious activities during the freedom struggle 
Shri M.N. Jois states, “The Mysore district Congress was formed in 1923 
and as part of the delegation I attended the Congress Session at 
Belgaum in 1924. 


It was ordained that we were to do only constructive work and 
not to indulge in politics. Dharwar was the Headquarters of Karnataka 
Prantiya Samiti (Provincial Congress Committee) from where circulars 
were issued on how to undertake constructive programmes like 
propagation of khadi, untouchability and temperance. 


Earlier, we held meetings at an open area near the Town Hall, 
Mysore to condemn the Government. The police did not allow us to 
use that place. Then our meetings were shifted to dilapidated temples 
and dried out tanks. Most of the public meetings were held at 
Subbarayana Kere, an open field. It was at this venue the 
announcement of the advent of responsible government was made. 


I was engaged in the propagation of Hindi, spinning Khadi and 
spreading the message of temperance at Tagadur Ashram near 
Nanjangud till 1930. Then I jumped into the fray of Civil Disobedience 
and Salt Satyagraha. We used to collect money for funding the Karnatka 
Prantiya Samiti at Dharwar. 


I travelled from Mysore to Sirsi, Siddapur and Ankola, toured in 
the remote villages addressing the villagers. 


It was Agaram Rangiah, who hoisted the tricolour for the first 
time in 1930 at Subbarayana Kere defying the prohibitory orders and 
he was jailed. Then onwards the situation in Mysore changed. The 
support of masses for the non-violence agitation increased. 


When the leaders of Congress Prantiya Samiti were arrested on 
the charges of unlawful association, representatives of Dharwar came 
to Bangalore and formed a shadow committee. Shri Nittur Srinivasa 
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Rao, Shri.S Venkatapppiah, Shri W.H. Hanumanthappa and Shri S. 
Venkatarangayyangar were among the members of the committee. The 
proximity of Bangalore office gave a fillip to the activities in Mysore. 


As deputy to Sardar Venkataramiah, I was sent to Siddapur, Sirsi 


and Ankola to organise No-Tax campaigns. My wife Subbamma joined 
me. 


The government used to auction the properties of people who 
failed to pay taxes. After getting some paltry sum out of this, the 
government used to declare in the villages that so and so has paid 
a certain amount as part payment of the tax. To counter this, four 
or five people would sit in front of the house of bidders singing 
bhajans and one of them would keep fast. Police could not take any 
action against them since they were not indulging in any sort of 
violence. However this was embarrassing to the bidders in the auction. 
Once it so happened that a women undertoaqk fast at a village called 
Mavinagundi for 30 days. There was anxiety everywhere. On the 31st 
day a doctor examined her and declared her condition as precarious. 
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She was arrested and naturally fast had to be ended. This had 
tremendous impact on the people of Siddapur. 


In another incident held at Tigani village near Banavasi in Sirsi 
Taluk, Shri Gadigeppa Gowda, Patel of the village, had purchased a 
buffalo in an auction. My wife Subbamma led the Satyagraha and sat 
in front of his house. The wicked Gowda harassed them by diverting 
the sewer at them. The women agitators were not perturbed. Then 
the Gowda set out anti social elements who attacked them after 
consuming liquor. The women always carried knives to commit suicide 
to ward off assaults on them. My wife was injured in the melee. When 
the wife of Shri Gadigeppa Gowda offered a cup of milk to a baby 
accompanying the Satyagrahis, the Gowda threw the cup away. Enraged 
by this inhuman behaviour, Gowda’s wife threatened him that she 
would sit with the Satyagrahis if he did not release the bufflao 
forthwith. The Gowda acceded to her demands.” 


Shri Jois gives a graphic account of his life in various jails: “In 
1932 I was arrested near Gokarna for participating in an agitation 
against the British and imprisoned for 2 years. I was first taken to 
Karwar jail and when it was overcrowded, I was shifted to Yerawada 
jail for a short period where I could establish closer contact with 
Gandhiji. Later I was transferred to Vijapur Central jail in Ahmadnagar 
district which was filled with nearly 2000 political prisoners. The jail 
Superintendent was very cruel and a rebellion ensued. Finally the 
Superintendent relented and allowed internal freedom. The jail 
appeared like a mini India. The inmates were from different parts of 
the country. It was in that jail I met Shri S.K. Patil, the then President 
of Bombay Provincial Congress. 


After Returning to Mysore in 1934 I was again involved in 
constructive programmes. 


On the occasion of the first session of the Mysore Congress held 
at Shivapura in Mandya district the Congress President Shri T. 
Siddalingiah and I hoisted the National Flag on 11 April 1938 defying 
the prohibitory orders. Both of us were arrested. I was kept in Mysore 
jail for 3 months. The condition in the jail was deplorable. I was given 
an earthen pot for drinking water and its lid was used as a plate to 
eat food. 


In 1939, I was put in Bangalore Central jail for an year on charges 
of sedition. In 1940, I took part in Hamilton Building Satyagraha for 
which I as imprisoned for one year in Shimoga jail. Again in 1942 
Quit India Movement, I was jailed for 1 year 11 months and 15 days 
and kept in the jails of Chikmagalur, Tumkur and Bangalore” 


Shri Jois describes his social service thus, “I stayed at Wardha 
Ashram for a shortwhile to meet Gandhiji and get his blessings for 
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Tagadur Ashram. Along with Shri Tagadur Ramachandra Rao, I strived 
to make Tagadur (a village near Nanjanagud in Mysore district) a self 
reliant village. 


I became a member of the Assembly in 1942 even when I was 
in the jail. I continued to be a member of legislature till 1958. 


I am the founder Secretary of Mahajan High School, Mysore which 
came into being in 1934 or 1935. I was a member of the Governing 
Council of the National Institute of Engineering (NIE), Mysore. I was 
instrumental in putting up a statue of ‘Tatayya’ near Lansdown Building 
in Mysore which was unveiled by President V.V. Giri. 


Speaking of today’s India Shri MN Jois has this to say: “The moral 
values of the olden days differ from those of the present. His message 
to the future generation is -"Whatever and wherever you are, be loyal 
to your country, to your society and to your profession.” 


DR. RAFIQ ZAKARIA 
A CRUSADER WITH A MISSION 


Dr. Rafiq Zakaria is one of the front ranking Muslim leaders 
of India who are instrumental in keeping alive the spirit of Kbilafat 
movement in India even now. In bis youth be was involved in various 
anti-government activities. He was one of the prominent speakers who 
addressed agitation and processions carried out in London by Krishna 
Menon. Closely associated with leaders like Pandit Jawaharlal Nebru, 
Dr. Zakaria was dead against India’s partition and for this cause 
be voiced his opinion through various fora. 


In a long conversation with S.A. Rasool, Dr. Zakaria recollects 
bis participation in freedom struggle and association with prominent 
nationalist leaders of that bygone era. 


Cherished are the memories of the good old days, especially the 
days that had witnessed the ups and downs of a nation in the making. 
Dr. Rafiq Zakaria is one of India’s leading Muslim leaders and an 
internationally known authority on Indian politics and Islam. He has 
been closely associated with India’s freedom struggle and has spent 
over 25 years in public service. He has also represented India abroad, 
including the United Nations and the UN Commission on Population 
and Development. 


At 76, he is as vigorous and energetic as he was in his prime. 
In a strong voice he spoke uninterrupted, for an hour about his 
experience of freedom struggle. 


“The Khilafat Movement began in 1920, the year in which I was 
born. The seed of the movement was sown by Gandhiji in collaboration 
with the famous Ali Brother, Maulana Muhammad Ali and Maulana 
Shaukat Ali, at the Khilafat House in Bombay. Though too young then 
to participate in this unique movement, I am honoured to mention 
that I have been the Chairman of the All India Khilafat Committee 
for the last 20 years. The Khilafat Movement was the only massive 
demonstration of the Hindu-Muslim brotherhood that India had ever 
witnessed. We have kept alive that spirit by holding seminars and 
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workshops in the Khilafat House. We also have a College of Education 
and on the Prophet’s birthday we take out a mammoth procession, 
which was led the first time by Gandhiji himself and thereafter 
practically every national leader from Motilal Nehru to even Pandit 
Madan Mohan Malaviya to Morarji Desai and Rajiv Gandhi in the present 
times has followed the practice. I really started taking interest in the 
freedom movement when I was in my teens, studying in the Anglo- 
Urdu High School at Pune, then called Poona,”. 


About his association with Gandhiji, the prime force behind the 
freedom struggle, he said: “I remember, in 1937 when Gandhiji was 
passing through Poona, some of us were so enthusiastic that we rushed 
to the railway station where we found Gandhiji along with some of 
his workers and lieutenants sitting on a bench waiting for the train 
to arrive. During those days there was no security, no commandos 
to prevent anybody from reaching even the greatest leader. So we 
went up to Gandhiji and introduced ourselves, and since we were 
Muslims studying in a Urdu High School, he became interested. He 
asked us a few questions, after which I asked him, ‘Why are you not 
as active politically and working in this constructive field as you were 
before?’ He said, ‘There is a time and occasion for everything’. I said, 
‘Have you given up your work for Hindu-Muslim unity?’ He said, ‘Who 
told you that? I am not only working for Hindu-Muslim unity, but I 
will die for that.’ I still remember those words.” 


About his association with other prominent leaders of those days, 
he said: “After my matriculation I came to Bombay and joined the 
Ismail Yosuf College situated at Jogeshwari. At that time it was the 
centre of young Muslim intelligentsia and a cultural junction. I became 
very active in the college union. In 1937 I invited Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru to address our college union. That was my first contact with 
him. I accompanied him from the residence of his sister Mrs. Hathi 
Singh in the car to Jogeshwari and back. Panditji was a very charming 
person and he took great interest in young students. I had read his 
Autobiography in 1934 as a school boy. I still have a copy with 
his signature on it. Thereafter I was attracted to Jinnah, too, because 
in 1937-38 Jinnah was not the communalist that he became later. In 
fact, the Congress people also admired him and, if you remember, 
Smt. Sarojini Naidu called him “the best ambassador of Hindu-Muslim 
Unity”. I also invited him to Ismail Yusuf College to address our unions. 
He came the next year. It was there for the first time that I saw 
he was deviating from the common platform. And it was from there 
that he started his campaign against the Congress. I still remember 
The Times of India carrying his speech the next day under the banner 
headlines : ‘Hands off the Muslims- says Jinnah to the Congress”. 
Somehow I did not get close to him. He was a very cold person barely 
interested in the youth or in anybody excepting himself and perhaps 
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in the cause in which he believed. Later I met Professor Humayun 
Kabir. He got me involved in the students movement, and I became 
a member of the All India Students Council. In 1945-46 I represented 
the All India Students Congress at Prague, where the International 
Students Union took place. I got interested in the Congress. The more 
separatist and communalist Jinnah became, asking for division between 
Hindus and Muslims, the more I leaned towards the Congress. 
Ninetynine per cent of the Muslim youth was attracted to Jinnah. Even 
my own family thought I was a traitor. But I pursued. I wrote articles 
in The Times of India and other newspapers and I became quite active. 
After I finished my graduation I joined the Government Law College. 
There also I became the General Secretary of the Students Union. I 
was so much connected with the Congress at the youth level that 
I was quite active in the ranks of the volunteers and others at the 
AICC meeting which took place on the 8th/9th of August, 1942 when 
the Quit India resolution was passed. We were excited to hear Gandhiji 
and Maulana Azad who was then the President, and Panditji proposing 
the resolution and Sardar Vallabhbahi Patel seconding it. That was the 
time when I joined the movement: As the General Secretary of the 
Government Law College Union, we decided on calling for the strike. 
Professor A.A. Faizi, who later became India’s Ambassador to Egypt, 
was then the Principal. He called me and said that he would rusticate 
me if I did not behave properly. He said: “You are students and have 
no business to indulge in politics.” He came to know that we were 
organizing a hartal and trying to indulge in some anti-government 
activities. But we did not care. I told him he could do as he liked. 
We went to various places, shouting slogans in the streets, bearing 
lathi-charge. Ultimately I was arrested and kept in police custody. The 
authorities did not take young people to jail because they thought 
that a little bit of beating and being kept in custody would reform 
the young people. We were let go after a month or two. By that 
time that momentum had started slowing down and the other activities 
by then had begun by a secret group, such as derailing trains, burning 
Government property and so on. I did not take part in these. Neither 
was I in the inner circle of any such outfit, though later on I met 
some of them, like Parvati Krishnan, and others. We sought to continue 
our agitation against the Government. I wrote articles in Bombay 
Chronicle, in Horniman’s Bombay Sentinel, which was a new eveninger. 


Thereafter I continued with my studies, I was doing my Law and 
M.A. side by side. I concentrated more on my studies and stood first 
class first in my exams and then on the 16th of June, 1944 left for 
London on a foreign research scholarship from the University of 
Bombay. I reached London and joined the London School of Economics 
under Professor Harold Laski to do my Ph.D. Laski was a great friend 
of India. I was interested in doing research on the role of Muslims 
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in India’s freedom struggle. After sometime Laski suggested that I work 
under Professor Godwell who was the General Editor of the Cambridge 
History of India. So I joined the School of Oriental Studies and 
completed my Ph.D. In. London I got in touch with Krishna Menon 
and started working for the India League there. I was one of the star 
speakers who addressed all the agitations and processions that were 
carried on in London vigorously by Krishna Menon. Within a year I 
was elected the President of the London Majlis, a very powerful Indian 
Students Organisation. Next year they elected me the Chairman of the 
Federation of Indian Students Society in Europe. The fact that I was 
a Muslim sufficed to counter the charge against the Congress that it 
was a Hindu organisation. I was given these positions because the 
Congress was projecting me as a nationalist Muslim who was as devoted 
to the Congress and as much interested in fighting the British as any 
Hindu. I have letters from H.G. Wells written when we were agitating 
for Nehru’s release. I have letters from George Bernard Shaw saying 
that India must be free and must be given a Constitution. 


By the time the Cabinet Mission's Plan was announced, we were 
very happy because then the whole momentum changed from Delhi 
to London with the visits of the delegations of Nehru, Jinnah, Liyaqat 
Ali and Baladeo Singh. I met Panditji and asked him as to what he 
was going to do about Jinnah’s claim for Pakistan because we were 
vigorously fighting against it. Nehru said, “It will never happen. You 
need not worry about it. Gandhiji has already declared that Pakistan 
can only be formed over his dead body. I am sure that you don't 
expect that we will allow Gandhiji to die.” But when the Mountbatten 
Plan came, I was really shocked. I wrote two articles right at that 
time, one in Tbe Observer, London and other in The Tribune. In my 
articles I had said that this was no solution at all. How could you 
divide Hindus and Muslims when in every village, every town, every 
city they are together? What are you going to do with those Muslims, 
I asked, who need real protection in the Hindu majority areas as against 
the Muslims majority areas which you are separating?” 


I requested Dr. Zakaria to narrate the most interesting episode 
in his political career. He continued “In 1964 there was an All India 
Congress Committee meeting at Shanmukhananda Hall in Bombay. That 
was ten days before Panditji died. He had brought Sheikh Abdullah 
with him and - I still remember - my name was announced as a speaker. 
I don’t know what came over me, but while sitting I suddenly 
remembered a poem on Kashmir, which I recited: 


‘Kasam hai Khoon-e-Gandhi ki, 
Kasam Khoon-e-Shahidan ki, 


Kasam Nehru ke Adar ki, 
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Kasam Mazdoor-o-Dehqan Ki, 

Yeh Mumkin hai ki Suraj ki 
Shua-ein-Sard pad jaen, 

Samandar khusk ho jaen, 

Sitare zard pad jaen, 

Chehakna chhod de Shahe Gulistan 
Yeh bhi mumkin hai, 

Barasna chhod de Abre Baharan 
Yeh bhi mumkin hai, 

Koi-bhi Jammu-o-Kashmir hum se 
Le nahin sakta, 

Watan ki ekta ko phir se dhakka 
De nahin sakta.’ 


(“By the blood of Gandhi, By the sacrifices of martyrs, By the 
name of Nehru, By the swear of labourers and the peasants; The shine 
of the sun may fade away; Oceans may dry and the stars may turn 
dim; The nightingale may forget to sing in the garden, The clouds 
may forget to shower over us. But nobody can take away Jammu and 
Kashmir from us. None can dare to disintegrate India.”) 


That poem created quite a stir. I remember, after that meeting, 
Lal Bahadur Shastriji came to me and demanded that piece of paper 
on which I had written that poem. Apparently he was so moved by 
that poem that when he became Prime Minister, in the wake of the 
Indo-Pak war in 1965, he sent me as the Deputy Leader of the Indian 
delegation to the United Nations. That was a great honour.” 


DR. USHA MEHTA 
‘I HAVE FAITH IN MY PEOPLE’ 


Dr. Usha Mehta joined freedom struggle 
at a very young age. Her journey on this 
arduous path began with participating in 
morchas, picketing and spinning khadi. 
However, the seeds of freedom struggle were 
sown in her tender heart when she was a 
child. She was assigned the jobs like 
distributing bulletins condemning British 
-* government and making and selling salt 
from chowpatty water in defiance of 
probibitory orders. 


During Quit India Movement Dr. Mebta 
was arrested for underground activities and 
kept in an isolated cell. 


In an interview with Chandrika Vyas, this noted Gandhian 
scholar reminisces her association with freedom movement. 


When I went to interview the noted Gandhian scholar, Dr. Usha 
Mehta, at Mani Bhavan, she was her usual self, cool, calm and collected. 
She was engrossed in some research work which she graciously put 
aside so that I could begin my interview. Of course I had fixed the 
appointment a day earlier as she is involved in so many others 
activities. 


On being asked about her first intimations of our freedom struggle, 
she reminisced. “The first slogan I shouted against the British was 
‘Simon Go Back’. That was in 1928 when I was 8 years old. We young 
girls had formed a ‘Manjar Sena’ just as the boys had formed the ’Vanar 
Sena’. We followed our elders who were against the Simon 
Commission’s entry into our country. Though we could hardly 
understand what it was, we were the frontrunners in shouting the 
slogan”. 


I wanted to know what precisely inspired her to take active part 
in our struggle. “There was no need for any inspiration”, she said, 
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"the whole atmosphere was so charged that no one was left untouched. 
Moreover, as my uncles and aunts were actively involved in the 
struggle, the home atmosphere contributed a lot to my becoming a 
part of it.” 


When asked about her activities and colleagues, Dr. Usha Mehta 
said “Our main activities were taking part in Prabhat Pheris, morchas, 
picketing and spinning. That was the first time I came in direct contact 
with Gandhiji. | was highly impressed by him and then and there took 
a vow of wearing only khadi and practising celibacy to both of which 
I have adhered. I must have been 9 years old then, and we were 
living in Bharuch. My friends and colleagues were Mridula Desai, 
Pushpa Desai, Pramila Yagnik, Hemlata and Vinod, and we all formed 
out ‘Manjar Sena’. Mridula Desai was our leader. A camp was held at 
Olpad near Surat which was attended by Rehana Tyabji. Mithuben Petit, 
Jayaben Desai, Sukanya Upadhyay and others. We were faithful 
followers of our elders and were very happy that though young, we 
were a part of our freedom struggle. 


Initially my father was against my joining the movement as he 
was a judge under the Raj. But once he retired in 1930 and we shifted 
to Bombay in 1932, I could fully immerse myself in it. As children 
our work was to distribute bulletins, make salt from Chowpatty water 
and sell it in small packets. We used to visit our relatives in jail who 
were undergoing a lot of hardship. The food given to them was beyond 
human consumption, full of stones and dirt, but they had no alternative. 
They were all locked inside by 6.00 p.m. in the evening and had 
to remain there for nearly 12 hours. When Dr. Mehta was asked about 
her personal experience, she said, "I experienced much personal 
hardship during the Quit India Movement in 1942. I was kept in an 
isolated cell and taken to the C.I.D. for constant interrogation. This 
went on for about 6 months which was a real mental torture. The 
jail authorities tried to lure me with all the temptations such as foreign 
studies, persuance of hobbies, etc., but they could not succeed. My 
colleagues at that time were Vithalbai Jhaveri, Chandrakant Jhaveri, 
Nanik Motwani of Chicago Radios and Babubhai Thakkar. We were all 
arrested together because of our underground radio activities. I was 
the only woman prisoner and you know what solitary confinement can 
do to a human being. Yet, I am grateful to God that I could remain 
normal despite all the harassment in jail. Investigations went on for 
6 months after which a special court was set up. For 1-% months 
we went to the High Court and then were sent to jail. Anyway I 
had decided not to open my mouth come what may even if they 
offered to do things for me. The Judge asked me several questions. 
I only said ‘Is it compulsory to answer your question’? To which he 
replied. “No”. Then I told him I would not give any answer. Even 
the High Court Judge complemented me on not having resorted to 
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a lie to save myself. I was ready for any 
sacrifice for my country. I was imprisoned for 
4 years from 1942-46. I was released in 
March 1946. I was the only woman prisoner 
in Yervada jail, all the other women prisoners 
had been released earlier. 


After my release, I did my Ph.D in 
Gandhian Thought. I was teaching at Wilson 
College in Bombay University for 30 years 
till 1980. At the same time I was always 
closely associated with Nidhi, of which I have 
been a trustee since its inception in 1955. 
At the university I was Head of Politics 
Department. Now, I have been the President of Gandhi Peace 
Foundation, Gujarat Vidyapith and $S.N.D.T. Women’s University where 
I am a member of Managing Committee, and am actively involved 
in their activities. 

Q. How did you feel when we finally attained independence? 


Dr. Usba Mebta in 1996 


A. In a way I was very happy but sad at the same time because 
of partition. It was an independent India but a divided India. 


Q. What about our post-independence development? 


A. Of course, we have progressed in the fields of science and 
technology and industry also. What is more, we have kept the flag 
of democracy flying. But our debt side far outweighs all our 
achievements. The pity is that the division between the rich and the 
poor is so vast that it seems impossible to bridge the gap. This is 
not the freedom for which we sacrificed our all. Still it is our duty 
to have faith in our nation, its value and vision. We must have faith 
in ourselves to do the best for our country. 


The situation at present is grim. But, it is for our youth to accept 
challenge and go ahead. They should follow the path of honesty, keep 
our tradition and moral values alive and not be lured by materialistic 
pleasures offered by the West. It is in our hands to once again revive 
our lost glory. 


I am happy that there is public awareness and people have come 
to know about their right. It is good that there is awakening in our 
people. I have faith in my people and hope that our struggle will 
not go in vain and India will once again emerge as a country to be 
proud of. 


KODATI NARAYANA RAO 
EMULATING THE IDEALS OF GANDHIJI 


Inspired by Gandhiji, Kodati Narayana Rao took part in the 
freedom struggle by actively working in constructive programmes to 
awaken the masses about various social evils like untouchability. He 
was also among the first ones in Andbra Pradesh to offer Satyagraha 
against the discriminating policies of the British government. He was 
actively engaged in mobilising funds for all those freedom fighters 
who courted imprisonment. He was instrumental in setting up of a 
number of libraries which became the ground for inspiring people 
to join freedom movement. Kodati Narayana Rao also played a major 
role in the armed warfare against the Nizam of Hyderabad who was 
ruling the state with an iron band and later also refused to join 
the Indian Union. 


‘ In an interview to PIB, Hyderabad Shri Rao recollects the days 
of freedom struggle. 


Freedom struggle in India inspired different people in different 
ways. While some took to arms, some chose the path of non-violence 
and satyagraha preached by Mahatma Gandhi. Shri Kodati Narayana Rao, 
affectionately called Kodati by the people of Andhra Pradesh was 
inspired by. the Mahatma. He took an active part in the struggle for 
freedom. 


Recollecting those days Kodati narrates how he emulated Gandhiji 
in improving the lot of the Harijans. The Mahatma was living in Harijan 
colony, cleaning their latrines as well as the hearts of the caste Hindus. 
So was Kodati exhorting the youth to shun untouchability, and treat 
Harijans as equals. Indeed that was revolutionary and incurred the wrath 
of orthodox upper caste people. Along with many young men he 
preached and practised equality with Harijans by moving shoulder to 
shoulder with them, eating with them and teaching young students 
in Harijan hostels. 


Kodati was born on 15 December, 1914 in Repala village of the 
then Munagala Paragana of the present Nalgonda district of Andhra 
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Pradesh in an orthodox caste Hindu family. Right from a very tender 
age about the time when he was doing matriculation or so, Kodati 
had stirred to the call given by Gandhiji and plunged into active 
politics. People of all castes lived together harmoniously in Repala 
village, thanks to his efforts. Soon he became the right hand of Shri 
Swamy Ramananda Tirtha in India’s struggle for Independence. 


In 1928 when the State Congress decided to offer Satyagraha, 
Kodati got his name registered first. But Shri Madapati Ramachandra 
Rao dissuaded him saying that if every one of the leaders was in jail, 
the movement would be affected. So Kodati, the best organiser, 
remained outside. But he engaged himself in mobilising funds for the 
continuation of the struggle and to provide necessary money to those 
who courted imprisonment. 


When Mahatma Gandhi was going to Wardha from Madras in 1946, 
Kodati urged Shri M.S. Rajalingam, a close associate of Mahatma, to 
invite him to Khammam and Warangal. Accepting the invitation Gandhiji 
stopped at Khamman, Warangal and other stations in Telangana and 
addressed the people who went to these stations to see the Father 
of the Nation. “That is when I had a glimpse of the Mahatma along 
with thousands of others”, Kodati reminisces. 


Kodati continued with his studies while he was in active politics. 
Several time he thought of leaving politics and practise as a lawyer. 
But soon he realised that he was emotionally more attached to serving 
the people by involving himself in different movements than wearing 
a black gown and attending the courts. 


He realised that only through education, could the masses in 
Telangana be made aware of their political and social rights. So he 
started a number of libraries which became the ground for inspiring 
the people to join freedom movement. He also organised several adult 
literacy camps among the masses. The relentless efforts of Kodati along 
with such illustrious freedom fighters as ‘Andhra Pitamaha’ Madapati 
Hanumantha Rao, Boorgula Ramakrishna Rao and Suravaram Pratapa 
Reddy resulted in great upsurge among the young and the old, in 
the cause of service to the nation. 


When India attained independence in 1947, the Nizam of 
Hyderabad refused to join the Indian Union. Contrary to public will, 
he tried to rule the State with an iron hand. The Hyderabad State 
Congress under the leadership of Shri Ramananda Tirtha fought against 
this. Congress workers were jailed while satyagrahas were held. Kodati 
went fearlessly ahead and mobilised the people and established border 
camps (border activity) to supervise the attack on the Nizam. He also 
played a major role in the armed warfare against the Nizam and also 
the “rajakaras”. He also tirelessly worked to organise the downtrodden 
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masses of Telangana against the atrocities of the Zamindars and the 
Nizam. 


What immediately strikes one about this staunch follower of 
Gandhiji is his simple way of life. With great pride he recalls the days 
when he had to organise an armed revolt against the Nizam, forced 
by the situation. What does he think about the present day politics? 
“Times have changed”, he says, “But, the change should be complete. 
Only then a new beginning will be made and politics will be purged.” 
As a man who has seen it all, he believes it as the ‘Yuga dharma’. 
Had he the will, he could have made political career for himself, 
without any hardship. Kodati who was the backbone of the freedom 
movement, the library movement and the revolt against the Nizam 
always remained in the background shunning coveted posts in the 
party. When the Congress implored him to fight an election from 
Bhongir, Kodati declined to do so, and offered the ticket to a Harijan, 
and worked hard for his election. He also refused to accept the post 
of President of Andhra Maha Sabha, which was a frontal organisation 
in those days. 


Shri Kodati was elected the Secretary of A.P. Gandhi Memorial 
Trust and still continues to hold the post. He is a member of many 
Societies like the Telangana Freedom Fighters Association, Swami 
Ramananda Tirtha Trust, and the Academy of Gandhian Studies. 


T. CHENGALVARAYAN 
DEDICATED TO GANDHIAN PRINCIPLES 


T. Chengalvarayan was deeply inspired 
by Gandbiji in his teens to join the freedom 
struggle. He was so inspired and motivated 
to contribute to freedom struggle that a day 
before his examination he went to attend the 
public meeting addressed by Gandbiji. He 
joined the Congress at the age of 21 and 
started organising and participating in the 
Congress Committee Meetings which took 
him deeper into the struggle for freedom. He 
has the honour of being selected as an 
Individual Satyagrahi from Tamil Nadu for 
which he was also arrested under Defence 
of India Act. Later on Chengalvarayan was also entrusted to secretly 
recruit volunteers for Quit India Movement. 


Following is an inspiring account of Shri Chengalvarayan’s long 
association with freedom struggle as told to V.C. Rukmani. 


Shri T. Chengalvarayan is nonagenarian yet his mind is as clear 
as ever. On asking him about the inspiration behind his joining freedom 
strugle he recounts: 


“When I was in matriculation I began reading regularly The Hindu 
where the speeches and writings of our national leaders were widely 
and prominently published. This habit filled up my mind with patriotic 
feeling and fervour”. He had to appear for the public examination 
in April 1925. The first paper was Maths and Chengalvarayan was well 
prepared for it. 


The day before his examination began, Shri Chengalvarayan saw 
a news item that Gandhiji would be addressing a public meeting at 
Madras High Court Beach. “I had an uncontrollable yearning to attend 
that meeting and see Mahatmaji”, says Chengalvarayan. But he felt 
that he could attend the meeting dressed in khadi clothes. His father 
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was a government employee, so there was no occasion to buy or wear 
khadi. He had to get his parents’ permission for two things—to wear 
khadi and attend meeting on Sunday i.e.. a day before his public 
examinations were scheduled to start. His mother readily agreed to 
the idea of buying Khadi but she was reluctant to allow him to attend 
the meeting when his examinations were to start the following day. 
Young Chengalvarayan assured her that he was well prepared in Maths 
and so after a lot of hesitation she allowed him to go. 


He purchased a dhoti and jibba of Khadi and went to attend 
the meeting and sat very near the dias so as to see Gandhiji. “That 
was a great moment in my life” says Chengalvarayan. “The very sight 
of Gandhiji inspired me to feel for and join the struggle which he 
announced on that day” he adds. 


“In a sense I was baptised for the freedom movement and 
resolved within myself to join it” he says. But he decided that his 
first duty was towards his education and he would jump into the 
freedom movement at the proper time. Accordingly he finished his 
law degree in 1929 from Bombay University. That was the period, 
says Chengalvarayan, when the freedom movement was at its meridian 
glory with processions, meetings, lathi charges and police vans arresting 
hundreds-of Congressmen. “The sight of those events filled my mind 
with a spirit of freedom and I decided that the time has come for 
me to join the Congress movement for freedom,” he says. He had 
to come to Madras with his parents. In Madras he joined the Congress 
at the age of 21 and began organising Congress Committee meetings 
and took active part in them. 


In 1935 general elections were held. Congress contested that 
elections to show that the people did not accept the so-called 1935 
Act and for Madras city the great leader and outstanding orator Shri 
S. Satyamurthy was the Congress candidate. Shri Chengalvarayan took 
some friends of his area to meet the leader and assured him of their 
untiring efforts in support of his candidature. 


Chengalavarayan’s association with Satyamurthy took him deeper 
and deeper into the Congress fold and freedom movement. “By then 
I became known as ‘the spokesman’ of the Congress” he says proudly. 


The Second World War was declared and Gandhiji desired that 
India should not join any war front. He wanted the Congress to resist 
such war effort and planned the movement called Individual Satyagraha. 
The first individual selected by Gandhiji was none other than the great 
Acharya Vinoba Bhave. 


“I was one of those who was selected to offer Individual 
Satyagraha from Tamil Nadu” he recalls proudly. His turn came rather 
late and when he offered satyagraha he was arrested and tried by 
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the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Madras under Defence of India Rules. 
At that time the British had a policy of limiting the period of sentence 
to 3 to 6 month. Chengalvarayan was sentenced to 4 months 
imprisonment and taken to Madras penitentiary. Muthuranga Mudéaliar, 
uncle of M. Bakthavatsalam, R.R. Dalavai and some Andhra Congress 
comrades were already there at that time. 


Chengalvarayan was already married and father of two children 
at that time. His parents, he says, felt that he was neglecting his legal 
profession. His wife was also inconsolably sad. “But all the same there 
was an inward joy that I was able to contribute a little to the freedom 
struggle” he says. 


He apparently found jail life enjoyable for he says that he found 
it a "unique and sublime experience’. “It made us rise above all narrow 
considerations of region, religion, language, etc. We also began to feel 
that the great dawn of millennium was at hand” he says. He recalls 
that all the prisoners were well treated, and placed in ‘A’ class. Gandhiji 
had instructed them to submit to and abide by the discipline of jail 
which they strictly followed, so that the jail authorities never had any 
occasion for penal treatment. They were given specific duties. 
However the meals were “third rate’, always monotonous. “But it never 
affected me at any rate” he adds, with a smile. 


After some time they were all transferred to Alipuram jail in 
Bellary. They were about 10 in number. The jail, to Chengalvarayan’s 
surprise, was a row of horse stables, 100 feet long and 30 feet wide. 
But, to his pleasant surprise, he found his close friend and associate 
C. Subramaniam already there, transferred from Coimbatore jail. 
Congress leaders from Andhra like Kala Venkat Rao, Pappinnedu, 
Theneti Vishwanathan, Madhava Menon and many others were also 
present. “I felt that I was in a Congress camp and not in a jail” chuckles 
Chengalvarayan. 


Kala Venkat Rao was the leader of their group. They were given 
rations to cook their meals. Chengalvarayan was given the tedious task 
of cutting vegetables, “nearly 3 big basketfuls” he grimaces. The 
detenues were expected to work hard until meal time at 12 O'clock. 
They worked out a shift system, by which different batches served 
the meals on different days. After a short siesta in the afternoon, tea 
used to be served at 4 O'clock, only to be shut afterwards into the 
stables for the night. They were provided with electric lamps, and 
they used to hold meetings when subjects would be taken up for 
discussion. 


When the door used to open at 6 in the morning, “all of us 
would rush to open ground for fresh air” he remembers. No books 
were supplied to them but once in a while they were provided 
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newspapers which would be smudged by ink for news relating to the 
movement. “So much so, I had lost interest in reading the paper” says 
a disgusted Chengalvarayan. “In general, I must say jail life was 
purificatory in many respects. It was a kind of university” he adds. 


After the period of sentence was over, they were released. But 
Chengalvarayan found, to his dismay that he was being followed around 
wherever he went, by the police. Chengalvarayan and his associates 
had secretly planned to recruit volunteers for the Quit India Movement. 
That was the time when the Congress leaders directed them to have 
patrols over their respective areas, as most of the areas had been 
evacuated. The patrols were to keep up mutual communication and 
consultation. 


The Cripps negotiations started and Pandit Nehru on his release 
emphatically declared that nothing short of complete independence 
would satisfy and Gandhiji said that all he wanted was the “substance 
of Swarajya” remembers Chengalvarayan. The demand for partition had 
been made by Jinnah and Congress volunteers led by Chengalvarayan 
were engaged in fostering Hindu-Muslim unity in their respective areas 
and also for the removal of untouchability and to spread Khadi 
movement. 


The Indian Independence was in sight and on 15 August, 1947 
there was a nationwide celebration of Independence. “I remember I 
had addressed on that day in Madras city at 22 places beginning from 
7 in the morning to 9 in the night” says Chengalvarayan, nostalgically. 


Chengalvarayan played no part in the formation of the Congress 
Ministry both in the State and Centre. But he participated in 
electioneering campaign for the Congress candidates. He had the 
honour and privilege to follow Pandit Nehru in his electioneering tour 
in Tamil Nadu to translate his speeches. 


According to Chengalvarayan, independence of India had two 
purposes. One, to raise the status of India in international affairs and 
the other to lay proper economic foundation for the progress and 
prosperity of our people. “The independence of India stands justified 
and when I look back to those 50 years of our Independence I have 
the fullest satisfaction that we have justified the Independence that 
we got” he says. “Events have shown that we not only desired 
independence but deserved independence”. India, he feels, “is a great 
nation but a poor country. But we maintained the greatness of our 
nation and removed the poverty of our country by successive Five 
Year Plans and recently, by the new economic policies”. 


“If we compare the condition before Independence and now we 
find a new India, a strong India and a progressive India” he says. “India 
has achieved many great things like unshakable foundation for a 
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democracy, proper climate for secularism and an earnest endeavour 
for socialist advance. We have created a new awareness and awakening 
among backward classes and shown a new life and look to the vast 
millions of harijans. We have created a new spirit of scientific advance 
and technological progress. Above all, we have played a great part 
in international affairs. Panditji by his foreign policy laid down the 
cardinal principles of international relations and conduct in the form 
of Panchsheel and Non-alignment” he says. 


He feels that though much has been achieved something more 
is still left to be done. “What we have done is just a pie in the sky” 
he says. Independent India has got “political strength and economic 
stamina to solve and overcome many challenges and crises. For, India 
is a land of eternity” he says. 


He regrets that the younger generation lacks the inspiration and 
guidance offered to his own generation by leaders of the stature of 
Mahatmaji, Panditji and others. But, their life, work and teachings are 
of eternal value and relevance, he assures us. “They have given us 
a legacy and a heritage of noble values and great virtues which the 
younger generation of India can well imbibe and follow in their life” 


BALARAM MOHANTY 
KEEPING ALIVE THE SPIRIT OF NETAJI 


Balaram Mohanty took bis first step on 
the path of freedom struggle when be became 
an active leader of the students federation 
and imspired by Netaji, propagated bis 
progressive programmes. He took active part 
in the student strike followed by the boycott 
of examination when the Principal of 
Ravenshaw College expelled two prominent 
student leaders for unfurling the tri-colour 
in the compound of the college. He was 
arrested in August Movement while distrib- 
uting speeches of Netaji among the students. 
In 1941, after the disappearance of Netaji 
he wrote a book ‘Biplabi Subhas’ which due: to its contents was 
immediately proscribed but not before its distribution in large 
numbers. For this book he had to face trial and sentenced to two 
years rigorous imprisonment and a fine of two thousand rupees. The 
fine was realised by auctioning his household belongings. 


P.K. Bisoi presents a graphic account of Shri Mobanty’s 
association with freedom struggle. 


Eminent freedom fighter Shri Balaram Mohanty was born in 1914 
in village Basandara in the newly formed district of Jagatsinghpur in 
Orissa. Sri Mohanty was born in a teacher’s family. His father and grand 
father were teachers in the district of Ganjam which was then a part 
of Madras Presidency. He was attracted towards the freedom movement 
when he was only a student of Class-IV of the Bagalpur Middle School 
in 1931. Bagalpur was then a prominent centre of freedom movement 
in the old district of Cuttack which comprised the present four districts 
of Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara and Jajpur. A few miles away 
from Bagalpur there was Alakasram, the first training centre of the 
young freedom fighters of Orissa where the leaders of the freedom 
fighters, the revered Gopabandhu Choundhury and Ramadevi were in- 
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charge of training the new entrants to the freedom movement. Still 
nearer to Bagalpur the revolutionary leader Nabakrushna Choudhury 
and his wife Malati Choudhury established an agricultural farm in a 
village and cultivating themselves high yielding varieties of paddy and 
vegetables. This was a training centre for neighbouring villagers. Both 
the leaders used to visit Bagalpur for propagating the ideals of Mahatma 
Gandhi and the freedom movement. Along with other students he used 
to visit these two places and was inspired by their speeches and 
activities. More than hundred youngmen of Bagalpur joined the freedom 
movement under the leadership of late Gourang Charan Das. 


Direct action of the freedom movement was then postponed 
following the Gandhi-Irwin pact in 1931 and the Congress workers 
were concentrating on constructive activities. While studying in 
Bagalpur M.E. School he used to spin and wear khadi, help in garbage 
disposal in Harijan colonies and teach the children of Harijans in the 
village. By the time he passed the final M.E. School examination in 
1934, he was a convinced freedom fighter and had preliminary 
training in constructive programme. While studying in High School 
since 1934 at Cuttack which was then the centre of activities of 
the freedom movement in Orissa, he worked in close association of 
the Congress leaders. He was closely associated with student 
movement carried on by the Orissa branch of the All India Students 
Federation at that time. The Students Federation was engaged at that 
time in preparing the students and the youth for the last phase of 
freedom movement of the country. Shri Mohanty was an active leader 
of the student Federation and was the joint editor of the ‘Chhatra’ 
the mouth piece of the Student movement. As a student leader he 
was more inspired by the speeches and activities of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose who by then had left the Congress and formed Forward 
Bloc with progressive workers of the Congress in 1940. He was 
selected as an active member of the executive of the State branch 
of Forward Bloc. He propagated the progressive programmes of Netaji 
since then. 


Shri Mohanty joined the direct action movement of the Students 
Federation when the principal of the Ravenshaw College expelled two 
prominent student leaders — Nilamoni Routray and Bibhudhendra Misra 
from the college for unfurling the tri-colour on the compound of the 
Ravenshaw College in 1940. He took active part in the students strike 
followed by examination boycott. He was severely beaten by the police 
when he slept along with other student activists near the gate of the 
college to prevent the students to attend the examination. 


After the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from India 
in January 1941, Mohanty wrote and published the biography of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose under the title Biplabi Subbas. The book was 
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published from Nababharat Press owned by Pandit Nilakantha Das, who 
took a leading part in the formation of the coalition Ministry at the 
instance of Netaji before his disappearance. This book Biplabi Subbas 
was therefore safely printed and distributed in large numbers. 
Subsequently this book came to the notice of the then Governor of 
Orissa a British civilian and was immediately proscribed. By that time 
Mohanty was arrested in August Movement while distributing the Radio 
broadcast speeches of Netaji Bose among the students. While 
undergoing imprisonment in Berhampur Central jail as a security 
prisoner, he had to face the trial for his proscribed book. He was 
sentenced to two years rigorous imprisonment and was fined two 
thousand rupees. The fine was realised by auctioning his household 
belongings at his village home. 


While undergoing imprisonment in Berhampur jail for more than 
three years he came in close contact with all the prominent Congress 
leaders of the time who were lodged in the same jail during the August 
Movement. Besides his Forward Bloc Colleagues - Dibakar Patnaik, 
Bibhudhendra Misra, Surajmal Saha, Bijoy Kumar Pani and Dr. Motilal 
Tripathy, he came in close contact with Gandhian leaders like 
Gopabandhu Choudhury and Acharya Harihar Das, Dr. Radhanath Rath, 
the Editor of Samaj, Sri Biswanath Das the former Chief Minister, the 
revolutionary leader Nabakrushna Choudhury, Radha Krushna Biswas 
Roy and Sadasiba Tripathy of Koraput district, Sardar Surendra Nath 
Das and Nandakishore Das of Balasore District and Pandit Laxminarayan 
Mishra of Sambalpur District. During his confinement in this jail Shri 
Mohanty learnt the background and history of the freedom movement, 
in the teaching of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and 
other Congress leaders. He read extensively the books written by 
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru. In jail he used to practice yoga 
and do spinning everyday. The jail served him like a university for 
those three years. He courted imprisonment only after one month of 
his marriage. But he forgot his home for the sake of country and was 
determined to contribute a little for the achievement of independence 
of the country. 


After serving the imprisonment for more than 3 years in 
Berhampur Central jail he was released in middle of 1945. In the same 
year he joined the Daily Samaj, the largest circulated daily of Orissa 
and served there for more than five years as a an Assistant Editor. 
He left Samaj and joined Nabakrushna Choudhury the former Chief 
Minister of Orissa as his personal secretary in 1950, and served him 
for about 6 years. He also served three other successive Chief Ministers 
in the same capacity, while working in the morning class of the Christ 
College to complete his graduation. He was elected as president of 
the College Union while studying in this college. 
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After his retirement in 1973 he was elected as President of the 
Utkal Rashtra Bhasa Co-operative Press and publication, a nationalist 
Organisation established at the instance of Mahatma Gandhi to 
propagate Hindi in Orissa. He continued as the President of this 
Organisation for 8 years. During his tenure of office this press was 
well organised with modern printing machinery and the hand made 
paper unit. 


Balaram Mohanty is also a well -known writer in Oriya language. 
He has written biographies of eminent personalities, books on several 
aspects of Orissa and a series of books to popularise science in Oriya 
language. His biography of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was published 
by Orissa Government on the occasion of Netaji’s Birth Centenary. 
Orissa Sahitya Akademi honoured him in 1993 and IMFA Institution 
honoured him in 1994 for his contribution to the development of Oriya 
literature. He is working at present as the general secretary of the 
Orissa Branch of the All India Freedom Fighters Organisation. 


Shri Mohanty feels that during the last 50 years after 
independence there is a great deal of change in social, political and 
cultural scenario. 


He believes that an inner force is working unnoticed in the 
country with the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi and will destroy the evil 
forces sooner or later. “If the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi have worked 
in South Africa and Palestine, India the birth place of Mahatma Gandhi 
can do it undoubtedly” he asserts. 


Shri Mohanty is at present engayed in compiling the history of 
freedom movement in Orissa, Biographies of the builders of separate 
provinces of Orissa and builders of Modern Orissa. 


S.B. KOLPE 
A RADICAL REVOLUTIONARY 


S.B. Kolpe was drawn into freedom struggle during the Quit India 
Movement and was arrested for alleged storing of explosives for 
sabotage activities. However he managed to escape from police custody 
but was rearrested and tortured mercilessly to reveal the identity of 
other revolutionaries. He also actively participated in the mass 
movements in support of Naval Mutiny and INA prisoners. 


Shri Kolpe, at present, is the editor of ‘Clarity’ weekly published 
from Mumbai. A detailed account of Shri Kolpe’s participation in 
freedom struggle in presented bere as told to A.R. Wagh. 


S.B. Kolpe was born on 6 January, 1923 at Naila in Karnataka. 
He is a journalist of more than 45 years standing. He worked for Free 
Press Journal for 28 years (1948-1976) in various capacities as reporter, 
special correspondent, assistant editor and acting editor before 
resigning. 


He was the Chairman of Bombay Union of Journalists and President 
of Maharashtra Union of Working Journalists and Secretary General of 
the Indian Federation of Working Journalists (1964-71). He was elected 
President IFWJ in 1971 (Gandhinagar Session) and remained President 
for three consecutive terms. 


Shri Kolpe was jailed for more than two years during the Quit 
India Movement. He was also declared ’absconder’ from British jail for 
nearly a year in 1943-44 when he had escaped from jail custody. 
Following is the text of interview with Shri S.B. Kolpe: 


When Gandhiji launched the Quit India Movement, I found myself 
with a group of young people at Gowalia Tank Kranti-Maidan (now) 
where we were lathi-charged. At that time I was running a printing 
press at Shanti-Kunj, Dadar. 


I was deeply drawn into the Quit India Movement. The printing 
press premises was also used by followers of Socialist leader, Achyut 
Patwardhan to store explosives and bombs, for “sabotage activities.” 
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In October 1942 I was arrested at Shanti-Kunj where a bomb was 
found by the police when I went there though I had nothing to do 
with the bomb. Three others were arrested with me. 


After being locked-up at the Bhoiwada police station for seven 
days, I was transferred to the Worli jail in the city where I came in 
touch with scores of political detenues and undertrials at temporary 
prison housed in BDD Chawls. They belonged to various political 
activities—Congress Socialists, Forward Blocists, Revolutionary Commu- 
nists (RCPI), and a big majority of them were simple pre-Congress 
activists newly drawn into political activities. 


I spent nearly five months in the jail as an undertrial, being taken 
to the Mazagaon court once in a fortnight. The prison turned out a 
big debating school for me. We were free to move about. Friends 
from outside supplied us stocks of books and newspapers. 


An ordinance was issued after two or three months that those 
who were arrested with explosives would be tried and sentenced to 
a minimum of life imprisonment. That gave me the idea of planning 
an escape from jail instead of rotting there, not knowing for how many 
years. I consulted some co-prisoners. Some elderly persons discouraged 
me. I decided to keep the secret to myself. 


Socialist leader, Jaya Prakash Narayan had by then escaped from 
Hazaribagh jail in Bihar, one Mr. Chakraborty had escaped from J.J. 
Hospital in Bombay. I thought I could also make an attempt to escape. 


I used to be taken to J.J. Hospital occasionally when I complained 
about a stone in the bladder. Dr. S.S. Narde, a Congress Socialist was 
studying for his MBBS at the Grant Medical College attached to the 
J.J. Hospital. Doctors confirmed my case and I was admitted in the 
hospital. 


On the day of operation, in the early hours of morning, I was 
taken to the bathroom on the ground floor of the hospital. I closed 
the door with a policeman waiting outside. Pretending to take a bath 
I escaped from the window. 


Dr. Narde was waiting for me outside. He took me to a girl 
students hostel and locked me in an empty room. Fifteen minutes 
later there was commotion in the hospital. Police started searching for 
me vigorously after discovering that I had escaped from the custody. 
I stayed in the hostel during the day and at night went to a house 
occupied by Dr. Purdy in the city. 


The police declared me an ’absconder’. A prize of Rs. 3000/- 
was announced for my arrest. But I was not caught. I moved out of. 
the city and travelled all over India during the period, first to Nagpur 
and then to Calcutta, and later UP, Delhi and Punjab. I met leaders 
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of the August Movement on the way everywhere and received help 
wherever I went from friends for my travel and food. It was really 
an adventurous tour for me. 


I was absconding for nearly a year before being rearrested in 
Bombay. I was locked up for two months, in the CID lock up. I was 
tortured and beaten up ostensibly to get information about 
revolutionaries who were called as ‘saboteurs”. When I collapsed after 
four days of brutal torture they dumped me at the Esplanade Court 
lock up to be “ nourished back to life” by criminal undertrials. I was 
in the lock-up when the big explosion took place in April 1944 at 
Princess Docks in Bombay. 


By that time I had been legally acquitted in the bomb case. Other 
accused had already been released. I was tried at Mazgaon Court, for 
escaping from jail custody and given a light sentence of six weeks, 
which I spent in Byculla and Worli jails. When I was released from 
Worli jail the Special Branch officials met me at prison gate with a 
detention order. I was arrested under the Defence of India Rules and 
taken straight to Nasik Central Prison where I was detained till the 
end of 1945 as a second class detenue. 


The Nasik jail was a real university for me. Socialist leaders 
including S.M. Joshi, N.G. Gore, Ashok Mehta and Sane Guruji were 
detained in the same jail. Forward Bloc leader, Sheelbhadra Yajee, 
Girdhar Thakkar and others were also with me and many activists of 
the Nana Patil “Patri Sarkar” in Satara, leaders of various political parties 
including my own colleagues were detained with me. 


I organised the jail library. We brought out a hand- written 
magazine along with my colleagues, Raghuvir Kodial, Ramesh Karkal 
and R.S. Bangera. I was elected as the representative of the Class 
II detenues for a period to transact their daily business dealings with 
outside agencies. 


We used to have long political and ideological debates in the 
jail among political prisoners. There were yoga practices and games. 
We cooked out own food under the supervision of a Gandhian leader 
Gajanan Naik. 


Early in 1946 after my release I joined friends outside to conduct 
a Marxist Socialist group and worked in various small trade unions. 
I also brought out an English journal called Socialist. 


I joined Husseinbhoy Lalji, staunch nationalist as his private 
secretary and organised anti-communal campaigns in the city. I actively 
participated in the mass-movements in support of the Naval Mutiny 
and the INA prisoners. I had attended a couple of prayer meetings 
of Mahatma Gandhi in Bombay before his assassination. 
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I had met Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, 
Purushottamdas Tandon and Acharya Kripalani, at the Congress plenary 
sessions more so after I joined Free Press Journal as a reporter early 
in 1948. 


My message for the future generation is that it should fight a 
second freedom struggle for economic and social liberation of the 85 
per cent of the people who represent the depressed classes to build 
a casteless and classless society in India. This should be through a 
national “affirmative movement” of the masses of people. It should 
be fittingly called a second stage of our freedom struggle on the social 
and economic fronts. 


RATILAL SHETH 
AN EARLY CRUSADER 


One of the leading lights of Indian 
Language Newspapers Association (ILNA), 
Shri Ratilal Sheth stands out as an early 
crusader who made history during the Salt 
Satyagraha of April 1930. On 6 April 1930, 
Gandhiji picked up salt at Dharasana, Surat, 
Gujarat and was arrested. The 'Namak 
Andolan’ of Gandbiji is an important day in 
the history of our struggle for independence. 
It is an equally important day in the life of 
Ratilal Sheth, a veteran freedom fighter. He 
broke the Salt Act at Dhbholera (Dist 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat) and was one of the first 
ones to be arrested on 6 April, 1930 itself 


Shri Ratilal Sheth is presently member of various committees. 
At 86 be is still going strong. Present here is the account of Shri 
Sheth’s long association with freedom struggle and association with 
Gandbiji as told to Chandrika Vyas. 


Born on 10 September 1910 at Limbdi in Gujarat State, he was 
barely 19 years old when he first courted arrest. He was sentenced 
to six months imprisonment at Dholera and was taken to Sabarmati 
Jail, Ahmedabad. Later he was transferred to Kalapani ward Thane 
(Bombay) prison. This ward was known as Kalapani ward as the persons 
arrested were sentenced to death and meant for Andamans, known 
as Kalapani area. Thane prison was a transit camp for those prisoners. 
Arrested along with Ratilal Sheth were leaders like Shri Shankerrao Deo, 
Shri B.G. Kher (Chief Minister, Bombay Presidency), Gokulbhai Bhatt, 
Sarvodaya leader, Purushottam Kanjibhai, President All India Khadi 
Board and Kalayanjibhai Mehta of Bardoli Satyagraha of 1928. They 
all made a nice intellectual company and held group discussions on 
various subjects in German, French and other languages. When the 
period of imprisonmen was over, another deportation order was served. 
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It mentioned ‘Ratilal Sheth, you remove yourself from British India’. 
Police party took him to Limbdi, his native place. Later his house was 
also confiscated by the Prince of Limbdi State for his unlawful activities 
against the British Raj. 


This could have been a very traumatic experience for a youth 
of 19 years of age. But this did not deter Ratilal Sheth a bit. When 
I went to interview him at his residence at Wadala, Mumbai, he was 
his usual cheerful self. He is now 86 years old but has not lost his 
enthusiasm which I could see while he was recollecting the good old 
days of the struggle for independence. His sparkling eyes bear 
testimony of the trials and tribulations of a youth who was prepared 
to do anything for his motherland. 
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Ratilal Sheth with Pt. Nebru in 1959 
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Seeing him going down the memory lane, I asked him, “How 
and from where did you get the inspiration to join the freedom 
movement?” Without batting an eyelid he said, “Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru”. 


Earlier also when Gandhiji visited Ranpur in 1925, he stayed with 
Shri Amritlal Sheth, uncle of Ratilal Sheth, who was a close associate 
of Bapu. Ratilal a boy of 15 years was chosen to attend to Bapu’s 
needs. He felt greatly honoured and served Bapu with great devotion. 
That was the beginning of Ratilal Sheth’s first involvement with the 
freedom struggle. 


In the historical resolution at the Congress session at Lahore on 
31 December, 1929, Panditji poured his heart in his call to his 
countrymen. He said, “We believe that India must severe British 
connection and attain Purna Swaraj (Complete independence). 
Congress also directs the nation to observe January 1930- as Purna 
Swaraj Day”. This resolution was passed amidst loud cheers of 
‘Inquilab Zindabad’ by thousands. Ratilal Sheth wrote an article in 
The Hindustan Times, New Delhi saying ‘I cannot describe in words 
the joyous mood of the people who were ready to sacrifice their 
all for their motherland’. 


It was the soul stirring speech of Jawaharlalji that touched my 
heart. There and then I decided not to re-join college but serve the 
cause for freedom. 


During the Dholera Satyagraha in 1932, Ratilal Sheth was arrested 
and imprisoned for 1% years. From 1930 to 1935, he was kept in 
prison for 2 years and deported from British India for 3 years. The 
deportation order was cancelled on 1 April, 1935 and in the same 
year Ratilal Sheth was appointed General Manager of Janmabhoomi 
Group of newspapers. He worked there without a break for 60 years 
till 1995. 


Ratilal Sheth and his wife Champabehn had been actively 
participating in all the Congress sessions right after their marriage in 
December 1937 till India attained independence. Champabehn was 
amongst the first batch of women graduates in 1935 from Bhavnagar 
Mahila Vidyalaya. She has been a social worker for the last so many 
years. Earlier she edited Matunga Stree Mandal Patrika. 


Besides being the General Manager of Janmabhoomi Group of 
newspapers, Ratilal Sheth had been closely associated with Lokmanya, 
a Marathi daily from 1939 to 1941. He has been a member of ILNA 
since its inception in 1941 and was also its President for 3 years. An 
eminent journalist, he has been a member of Press Institute of India, 
Language Press Bulletin, Indian Newspaper Society, Audit Bureau of 
Circulation and Federation of Asian Newspapers. In 1963 Ratilal Sheth 
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was selected to meet the King of Sweden at Stockholm as the King 
desired to be enlightened on Gandhiji and India. 


Ratilal Sheth is still involved in various activities. He is a member 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Centenary Celebrations Committee 
(Maharashtra), Baba Prithvi Singh Azad Memorial Committee and was 
a member of Mahatma Gandhi Birth Centenary Committee. The early 
crusader still fights on. 


CAPTAIN RAM SINGH 
WITNESS TO THE FORMATION OF INA 


In the struggle to liberate the motherland, people contributed 
in their own ways to see the country free from the bondage of British 
rule. Captain Ram Singh of Indian National Army has also contributed 
to this movement in bis unique way. He was entrusted with the task 
of keeping the morale of the INA soldiers high by composing and 
singing patriotic songs. He was given the charge of Azad Hind Radio 
from where he used to broadcast patriotic songs to boost the spirit 
of soldiers fighting tooth and nail against the British forces. His 
compositions tmpressed none other than Netaji Subbas Chandra Bose 
so much that he presented him a violin and asked him to sing a 
patriotic song for him when the INA government would be set up. 
Captain Ram Singh still possesses that violin as a memento from that 
great son of India. 


In the following pages Captain Ram Singh recollects bis association 
with INA, Netaji and the freedom movement. Based on an interview 
with M.I.A. Siddiqui, Rampratap Saroj and Shaquil Ashraf. 


Names of India’s great son, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and the 
brave soldiers of the Indian National Army will be written in golden 
letters in the history of freedom struggle of India. Thrilling accounts 
of the patriotic activities and sacrifices of the INA warriors will remain 
the source of inspiration for future generations to maintain the unity, 
integrity and harmony of the country. Among the heroes of the INA 
one well-known name is Captain Ram Singh who carried out the 
significant job of keeping up the morale of the INA soldiers through 
his soul-stirring and patriotic songs and martial compositions. 


Captain Ram Singh was born in a Gorkha family in Dharmasala 
of Kangra district in Himachal Pradesh on 15 August 1914. Many of 
his family members including his father Dilip Kumar Thakur were 
in the armed services. This had a tremendous effect on him. From 
his childhood Ram Singh used to dream of becoming a big military 
officer. In 1927 at the age of 14, he joined the 2/1 Gorkha Rifles 
at the Dharmasala cantonment and reached the rank of Havildar Maior, 
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thanks to his bravery and hardwork. When the Second World War 
broke out in 1941, he was deployed at Malaya in the East Asia 
war front. Remembering those days Captain Ram Singh describes 
that when the war between Japan and America-Britain broke out 
on 7 December 1941 his unit was ordered to move to Jitra front 
from Ipo to join the war. On 11 December 1941 heavy fighting 
took place between Ram _ Singh’s unit and the Japanese troops. 
The British army was not only weak in terms of its naval and air 
powers, it also did not have adequate number of powerful tanks 
for the land-war. As a result the Indian British army had to retreat 
upto Singapore. On 15 February 1942 the entire Indian Army 
contingent led by Lt. General Parcival, Commandant for East-Asia 
had to surrender to the Japanese at Singapore. On 17 February 
1942 Col. Hunt, representative of General Parcival handed over 
about 50,000 Indian soldiers and officers to Major Fujiwara of the 
Japanese Army. Addressing the Indian soldiers, Major Fujiwara said, 
“I am happy to receive 50,000 soldiers alive in this dreaded war. 
The Japanese Government maintains the age-old friendship with 
India. We came here to fight against America and Britain, but we 
are sorry that we had to fight with Indian soldiers, who are our 
friends. You were forced to fight with us as you are enslaved by 
the Britishers. Today you have a golden chance in which all of 
you, Indian Soldiers, instead of becoming prisoners of war can form 
a new army to fight against the British empire to liberate your 
country”. Later, Major Fujiwara handed over the Indian Army 
contingent to Captain Mohan Singh of the 14th Punjab regiment. 
Captain Mohan Singh inspired the Indian armymen to fight for the 
independence of the country. Exactly at that time Rash Behari Bose 
came to Singapore from Tokyo. While addressing the Indian 
armymen he said that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose would be invited. 
Hearing that, the 50,000 troops present there rent the air in chorus 
with slogans, “Bharat Mata Ki Jai’, “Subbas Babu Ki Jai”, “Inquilab, 
Zindabad”. Captain Ram Singh was also present on the dais. He 
added to the zeal of the soldiers with his patriotic and inspiring 
songs. The three songs which Captain Singh sang at that time, “Chal 
Chal Re Nau Jawan”, “Ek Naya Sansar Basa Le,” and “Hind Mata 
Ke Tiumbi Santan Ho, Nau Jawano, Tum Watan Ke Shan Ho”. 


Besides the high ranking officers of the Indian Army including 
Col. J.K. Bhosle, Col. A.C. Chatterjee, Capt. Shanawaz, Capt. P.K. Sehgal, 
Capt. Gurubux Singh Dhillon and Capt. Mehboob Ahmed and others, 
members of the Independence league also started extending 
cooperation to Captain Mohan Singh. 


Following the untiring efforts of Capt. Mohan Singh and Rash Behari 
Bose INA was formally set up at Singapore in September 1942 and 
the Azad Hind Radio started broadcasting from Cathey building at 
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Singapore. Captain Ram Singh was appointed the music director. He 
constituted an orchestra group with 25 Jawans and they started 
broadcasting patriotic songs. 


Captain Ram Singh met Netaji for the first time on 3 July 1943 
at Singapore where he composed a song “Subbas Ji, Subbas Ji, Jane 
E Hind Aa Gaye” to welcome him. Recalling the moments spent with 
Netaji Captain Ram Singh says that to encourage INA soldiers injured 
in the war with his songs and music he used to go to Rangoon hospital 
once in a week. Netaji also used to visit the hospital to see the 
condition of the soldiers. The injured soldiers used to urge Netaji that 
they should be allowed to go to the war front at the earliest and 
Capt. Ram Singh should sent to them more frequently to enable them 
to boost their morale. To them Ram Singh’s songs were helpful in 
healing their wounds and subsiding their pain. These sentiments 
brought tears to Netaji’s eyes and he ordered Capt. Ram Singh to visit 
the Hospital more frequently to provide relief to the injured by his 
songs. 


Netaji was so much impressed by the inspiring songs and musical 
talent of Capt. Ram Singh that when the Indian National Government 
was set up on 21 October 1943, Netaji got “Jana Gana Mana 
Adhinayaak Jaya Hey” translated into Hindi and gave the responsibility 
of preparing the musical notes of its first line, “Shubb Shubb Chain 
Ki Barkha Barse, Bharat Bhagya ho Jaga” with the instruction that 
the notes should be “not to make one sleep, but awaken one from 
sleep” Capt. Ram Singh feels proud that after independence the 
Government of India has adopted the same tune, the same song as 
the National Anthem. 


On 15 August 1943, Netaji presented a violin to Capt. Ram Singh 
and said that when the Indian National Army would be set up he 
should sing a patriotic song for him accompanied by this violin. The 
violin is still with Captain Ram Singh as a source of inspiration. Captain 
Ram Singh says that when Netaji used to address his troops he would 
at the very outset seek the blessings of Mahatma Gandhi. During the 
freedom struggle Captain Ram Singh had also worked with Pt. Nehru, 
Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, Sarat Chandra Bose, Sucheta Kripalani and 
K.M. Munshi. Pt. Nehru had invited Captain Ram Singh to Delhi on 
21 June 1946. 


Captain Ram Singh has been honoured with several awards for 
his excellent service to the nation. He received the Subhas Chandra 
Bose gold medal at Singapore in 1943. He was also awarded the 
gold medal by the Uttar Pradesh Government in 1956, President's 
Police Medal in 1972, appointed as a musician emeritus in the 
police department by the U.P. Government, U.P. Sangeet Natak 
Award in 1979, first Mitrasen Award by the Sikkim Government in 
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1993 and the Azad Hind Fauz Award by the West Bengal 
Government in 1996. 


Captain Ram Singh, now 82, still lives in a military style. He is 
extremely concerned with the increasing environmental pollution, and 
lays stress on keeping the environment clean. His message for the 
coming generation is that they should maintain the unity and integrity 
of the country. Captain Ram Singh sincerely desires that he should 
be born again in this country so that he can serve it as a soldier 
once again. 


NARAYAN SINGH & 


KANCHAN SINGH 
SATYAGRAHA AT SUEZ 


This is perhaps the unique story of bow 
the all pervading spirit of freedom struggle 
could motivate the lovers of motherland on 
a foreign land to revolt against the British 
government. The credit goes to the dauntless 
spirit of Narayan Singh, Kanchan Singh and 
other patriots of 24 No. Searchlight Battery 
of Hong Kong Singapore Royal-Artillary as 
_ well as to the great sons of India Pandit 
_ Nebru and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose who 

fired the spirit of patriotism among these 
soldiers to disobey the orders at the war 
front. For such a defiance at the war front 
nothing short of a death sentence was sure 
for these brave men but that failed to deter them from their chosen 
path. Court martialled and incarcerated in various jails these patriots 
could not be bent by the British authorities. Their salaries and arrears 
were freezed, they were dismissed from service and branded as 
dangerous revolutionaries by the British Government but still they 
kept on marching doggedly on the path to free their motherland from 
foreign yoke. 


Kanchan Singh 


In detailed interviews with Naveen Joshi and Praveen Upadhyay, 
these patriots narrate their eventful association with freedom struggle. 


1942. Somewhere near Suez Canal. A secret meeting of Indian 
soldiers of 24 no. Searchlight Battery of Hong Kong Singapore Royal 
Artillary is on in the tent of Nayak Atarsingh, “We must contribute 
to our country’s freedom struggle. Time is appropriate now. Our main 
objective is to foil the attempt of Britishers to raise the Gun Regiment. 
By doing so we will also present before other Indian soldiers, an 
extraordinary example of Disobedience Movement and Satyagraha.” 
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The above incident is a testimony of the determination to fight 
against British rule which had by then taken a concrete shape in the 
hearts of the Indian soldiers. It proved to be the last nail in the coffin 
of the British rule in India. 


Born on 1 July 1919, in a farmer's family in village Khushhalpur, 
Uttar Pradesh, Narayan Singh was a school going child when the 
freedom struggle was in full swing in India. Front ranking leaders were 
exhorting the people to fight against the British rule. Narayan singh 
recollects those days, “we the children also used to carry a tri-colour 
and sing patriotic songs on the way to school. At that time the 
movement to break Salt Act was on its peak. In our region also people 
decided tc break this Act. In a symbolic way, it was done in front 
of a police station. Police resorted to firing on the procession which 
resulted in many patriots losing their lives. This event kindled a spirit 
of patrioti m in our young minds’. 


Born on 25 June 1916 in village Palsera of District Aligarh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Kanchan Singh’s father was Hawaldar Major in British army. 
His elder brothers Ram Singh and Hoshiar Singh were also in army. 
Kanchan Singh recalls, “following the family tradition I also joined army 
at the age of 21 years but unlike my father and brothers my loyalty 
towards Britishers was unsteady because at that time several 
nationalistic movements were on their peak and the Congress was 
exhorting every Indian to participate in freedom struggle.” 


Narayan Singh joined British army in February 1939. Around the 
same time Kanchan Singh was also recruited. Both were sent to Salarang 
Camp in Singapore for training. After receiving the training for 3 months 
they were posted at Aden. After that they were deployed with 24 
No. Searchlight Battery at the war front in Egypt. 


On one hand these soldiers were at war fronts and the prospects 
of their promotion and further training were looking up while on the 
other hand their young minds were being affected by the news of 
Quit India Movement and the atrocities unleashed by Britishers on their 
countrymen fighting against them. Kanchan Singh recalls that period, 
“We somehow managed to obtain a radio set which became a source 
of information regarding India’s struggle for freedom. My other 
colleagues like Hawaldar Narayan Singh used to tell us about various 
movements going on in the country as well as about the sacrifice made 
by the people for attaining freedom of the motherland. Gradually our 
minds were filled with the spirit of freedom and love for our country.” 


Although at the war front and fighting for the Britishers they could 
listen to the news and songs from Delhi, London and Cairo but to 
kindle the love for motherland in the hearts of Indian soldiers Kanchan 
Singh along with Narayan Singh, Atar Singh and Jagpal Singh used to 
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tune in various broadcasting stations from where they could hear the 
spirited speeches of exiled patriots. 


In Narayan Singh’s words, “It used to be done without the 
knowledge of British Officers. We used to keep the volume very low 
and a person was always posted outside the tent to keep a vigil. 
From Berlin we used to hear the message of Netaji. Colonel Habibur 
Rahman used to give an update of happenings in India. Raja Mahendra 
Pratap from Tokyo used to urge the countrymen for their sacrifice. 
E.P.K. Fakir in his spirited speeches used to appeal for fighting against 
the Britishers for freedom. It was the time when the entire nation 
was following the great Mahatma.” 


This was the prelude to the forthcoming revolt. Indian soldiers 
became wiser and realized the value of unity and love for the 
motherland. Now the Congress also passed the resolution of ’Quit India’ 
and Mahatma Gandhi gave a clarion call of ‘Do or Die’. It was August 
1942. Leaders were arrested. Nationalistic movements were launched 
and the brute force of the government left no stone unturned to crush 
them. The news of the arrest of Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Vallabh 
Bhai Patel and other leaders had a profound impact on the soldiers 
posted at Suez Canal. Kanchan Singh remembers the time when the 
_ soldiers of the Battery No. 24 were moved by the emotionally charged 
speech of Netaji, “It was around 
9.00 p.m. when we heard Netaji 
on Berlin Radio calling upon his 
countrymen to give up every- 
thing to achieve freedom of the 
motherland. His call had tremen- 
dous effect on the Indian soldiers 
posted at Suez Canal.” 


Narayan Singh adds, “In 
order to hide our patriotic spirit 
and deeds from British Officers 
we concentrated on our firing 
skill. This was done according to 
a planned strategy. We never 
wanted them to know about our 
schemes till they reach a fruitful 
stage”. 


Kanchan Singh’s eyes lit up 
while reminiscing those days. re 
Despite being in British army the F~ eign A-96 
decision to unite for revolt was H. K, S. R. A. . 1927 
an extremely courageous one. ASP ORE! a 
Kanchan Singh says, “Our hearts Kanchan Singh in military uniform 
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were full of sympathy for our leaders and brethren going through the 
blocdiest test back at home to free the country from brute British 
rule. Even while deployed against Germany and its allies we used to 
try our best not to hit their aircrafts because a strong feeling had 
crept in our hearts that those forces were fighting against Britain which 
was ruling our motherland. We took a daring decision that all non- 
commissioned officers of the Battery would take a lead in the revolt 
so that the plan of British army to raise the Gun Regiment could not 
materialize. We decided to do something against the wishes of British 
officers and get ourselves arrested. We knew that such a step would 
cost us not only our job but also our lives. We pondered over the 
consequences of this step carefully and concretized our plan of revolt.” 


Kanchan Singh then showing exemplery courage rang up to all 
the non commissioned officers of the Battery who were willing to take 
part in this peaceful revolt and explained the plan of action. On 14 
January 1943 all the 11 non commissioned officers wore their full 
uniform and went to the bank of Suez Canal. The office of the Battery 
was located there. There they insisted on meeting the Colonel directly 
but were refused. They were ordered to go back to their barracks 
but they refused to comply. They stood still, their faces beaming with 
the determination to confront their British officers. Narayan Singh recalls 
that event, “Section Commander Lt. Col. Toli came out. With him was 
Lt. Croli who lost his temper when he saw us disobeying the order. 
Immediately we were arrested. At the bank of Suez Canal two tents 
were erected surrounded by barbed wire where we were imprisoned. 
It was the beginning of our Satyagraha. The news of our arrest spread 
like wild fire throughout the Battery. Our other colleagues also came 
there to court arrest. British Officers were unable to put a check on 
the revolt which was spreading like a slow forest fire.” 


Why such a step was taken reveals Narayan Singh “We knew 
that the British Officers were getting aware of our patriotic feelings 
and a plan was afoot to arrest us. Subedar Jaipal Singh of X troupe 
had already informed the British Officers of our schemes, our love 
for motherland and our secret planning. All this forced us to take an 
offensive action. We knew that at the war front such a step would 
lead to grave consequences but we were determined to foil the attempt 
of British Army to raise the Gun Regiment and there was no other 
way but to peacefully revolt and that was what exactly we did though 
the pretence for our Satyagraha was very simple and that was the 
persistence to see the Colonel without telling anything to Major.” 


The revolt led to their Field General Court Martial. They were 
sentenced to 56 days imprisonment in Cairo Fort jail. Kanchan Singh 
was sentenced to 84 days imprisonment for flinging his shoulder 
ribbons at the magistrate. 
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According to the rules of army these soldiers had committed a 
crime for which they could have been sentenced to death but this 
revolt instead of being termed as a group revolt was declared as 
individual revolt and hence they were given ordinary punishment. The 
reason was clear as Narayan Singh puts it, “British Officers wanted 
to avoid severe repercussions which would have been imminent if we 
were sentenced to death.” 


As a consequence of this Satyagraha the scheme of British Army 
to raise a Gun Regiment was foiled. The Battery was dismantled. The 
soldiers were ordered to deposit their arms. Narayan Singh and Kanchan 
Singh and some of their colleagues were sent back to India. As soon 
as they reached their homes in India they were asked to report at 
Ambala Cantonment. British Officers became alert after this Satyagraha. 
Narayan Singh recounts the events which took place once they reached 
Ambala,-“In a preplanned move the British Officers, with the help 
of Subedar Jaipal Singh identified Kanchan Singh, Jagpal Singh, Attar 
Singh and myself for kit inspection. In the inspection a book titled 
Aspects of Maulana Azad was found in the pocket of Jagpal Singh, 
from Attar Singh’s kit a receipt was found which was in his wife's 
mame as a member of the Congress Party. From Kanchan Singh’s kit 
Pt. Nehru’s Autobiography in Hindi was found. It was enough for British 
Officers to arrest all four of us under 129 Defence of India Act. We 
were confined to the quarter guard and persistently asked to reveal 
our plans at Suez but we declined to speak anything about it. 


Later on we were put in Ambala Central jail for 90 days where 
we met other political prisoners. Since we were in our uniform the 
political prisoners flocked to us. They were keen to know what role 
the soldiers were playing in the freedom struggle.” 


Later on these patriots were discharged from army and all their 
dues were seized. Apart from this, top police officers of the places 
to which they belonged were asked to enter their names in the list 
of ’dangerous revolutionaries’. 


In an emotionally choked voice Narayan Singh says, “Ours was 
the unique contribution to the struggle of freedom. We sacrificed our 
bright career, risked our lives only to present before our countrymen 
an example of what the true lovers of motherland can do in the 
circumstances totally against them. We ignited a spark of revolt in 
foreign land which British army failed to suppress despite their best 
efforts”. 


Speaking about the prevailing scenario both the freedom fighters 
are of almost identical view that the country is passing through a period 
of transition and will soon attain its past glory. For the youth of today 
they have only one message and that is to remain loyal and committed 
to the high ideals of their great leaders and lovers of the motherland. 


DARTHAWMA RENTHLEI 
A DETERMINED WARRIOR FROM NORTH EAST 


Darthawma Renthlei is one of those freedom fighters who fought 
against the British army on the foreign soil. Darthawma Renthlei was 
in British army during Second World War and was made prisoner 
of war in Singapore by Japanese army. It was at this time on a call 
give by Netaji be joined INA to fight for the liberation of India from 
British rule. From then on begins his spirited association with India’s 
freedom struggle during which he fought at various war fronts and 
finally after losing at Yan-ang-Yang in Burma (Myanmar) be was made 
prisoner of war by British forces. He had to face court martial on 
the charge of waging war against the British government. 
Consequently be was convicted and his arrears and salaries were 
freezed. Even after bis release he was under constant surveillance 
lest he indulged himself in any anti-government activity. 


In a candid conversation with Mangjangam Touthang this 
freedom fighter from Mizoram recalls his unique association with 
India’s freedom struggle. 


Born on 15 May 1921 at Pukpai village about a few kilometers 
from Lunglei town Darthawma Renthlei studied at Serkawn Middle 
School but could not continue his studies after Class VI due to acute 
poverty. There was not even a single High School in Mizoram in those 
days and one had to go to Shillong (Meghalaya) or elsewhere for 
further studies and though he was extremely keen to continue his 
studies he could not do so due to unsurmountable problems. 


He resolved that if he could not continue his studies he would 
join the army. At that time the Second World War broke out. The 
battle intensified in Western Europe. Germany was swarming most of 
the European countries and it looked as if it was intending to conquer 
the whole world. The Germans were also waging war against Russia 
and in the meantime Japanese aggression commenced from the east. 
The warring nations were divided into two groups which resulted in 
throwing the whole world in to the cauldron of war. 
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In those days the main topic of discussion in Mizoram was the 
war in the Western Europe. India was under the British domain and 
even the churches in Mizoram used to conduct mass prayers to 
strengthen the British empire so that it would win the war. Darthawma 
was a 20 year-old trigger-happy boy who desperately wanted some 
action. He had heard about the Mizo boys who fought in the First 
World War and he used to tell himself that “if they ask me to join 
I’d join the war”. He recalls, “Every evening we used to ask each 
other about the latest information on the progress of the war. The 
missionaries were alarmed by the advancing German troops. They were 
afraid that German troops would engulf England very soon. Even we 
took cudgels with the Englishmen and were afraid that England would 
fall any day”. 


It was during that time we came to know that Mizo boys were 
to be recruited in the army for the ongoing war. I also decided to 
join the army. One recruiting officer came to Lunglei and I got enlisted 
in the Indian Army Medical Corps as a Nursing Sepoy in November 
1940. In all nine persons were recruited from Lunglei and we were 
brought to Aizawl for physical examinations. With another 9 persons 
enlisted from Aizwal, eighteen fresh recruits from Mizoram were sent 
to Lucknow for training.” They were re-examined in Lucknow and were 
officially enlisted in the army on 27 November 1940. 


After the military hospital training, they were sent to Penang in 
Malaysia in August 1941. Remembering those days he says, “When 
we reached this place the Japanese began to pound us with bombs, 
which worked as a cover for the infantry who advanced on the land 
from Indo-China while the battled raged on. The British government 
at that time was possessing only a few war planes as its airforce 
concentrated in the Western Europe. The Japanese were having a large 
fleet of war planes and about 70 to 80 bombers were sent every 
day to pound on us indiscriminately. Our side did not have enough 
war planes to flight the Japanese in the air. Finally we retreated to 
Singapore but were defeated and surrendered to the Japanese. 
Thereafter we were made prisoners of war.” 


About his association with Netaji and joining Azad Hind Fauz (INA) 
Darthawma reminisces, “Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose came to know that 
a number of Indian prisoners were held captive by the Japanese. He 
assured us that with the help of the Japanese they intended to conquer 
India. Japanese government promised that they would liberate India 
from the colonial British rule, drive them out from India and give 
independence to India. 


An agreement was signed after which Subhas Chandra Bose visited 
the camps of the POWs and appealed to the Indian prisoners to join 
the freedom struggle. He made it clear that no one would be forced 
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to join it. There was more than 40 Mizos in the camps but only three 
of us joined on 2 June 1942. We were imparted training on how to 
handle and shoot different kinds of guns. My regimental number was 
91. We were shifted to other camps. Our army was called Indian 
National Army translated into Hindi as ‘Azad Hind Fouz’. Before being 
enlisted in the INA we took solemn oath by placing our hands on 
the Holy Bible chanting, 'I give my life and all my abilities for my 
nation’. Then, we were formally enlisted.” 


They were posted at Singapore for three years. Sometimes they 
were sent to Kuala Lumpur training centre to impart training to the 
new recruits. They used to sing National Anthem, “Jana Gana.....” and 
the National Song ‘Vande Mataram’ and change the ‘words of command’ 
from English to Hindi which is in practise even today. 


Then the preparations began for proceeding towards the 
battlefields and towards India. At that time the Japanese had captured 
Burma and the battle for Manipur already took off. Recalling those 
War torn days he says, “Every night we used to hear gun fires, combat 
aircrafts fighting in the air and dropping bombs. Most of the houses 
and petrol pumps were consigned to the flames and one could often 
see plumes of smoke rising from the fields.” 


We also moved across Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Burma. 
Wherever we went we witnessed the aftermath of the battle and 
found towns completely or partially gutted. We could find no life 
except the crows. By the time we reached there, the Britishere had 
pushed the Japanese back. We confronted the Britishers at Yan-ang- 
Yang, on the banks of the Irawadi river (Myanmar) at midnight. A 
bullet pierced through my elbow. The scar is visible even today. I 
was given first-aid treatment and sent to the front again. The fight 
raged on the whole night. The Britishers/Allied forces could afford to 
bring more war-planes as the battle in Western Europe subsided a bit. 
We could not hold our position for long on the banks of the Irawadi 
and the Britishers captured us after we were totally surrounded. 


We were taken to the Battalion Headquarters and imprisoned. We 
were told that they would take us to India. However, we were kept 
there for two months before sending to India. We were taken to 
Chittagong (now Bangladesh) and kept in Dohazari airforce base and 
from there shifted again to Thazari. They sent us by train to Calcutta 
to face court martial in the army base near Calcutta High Court. They 
charged us of waging war against the British Government.” 


As soon as Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru came to know 
that they were charged as rebellions they held a Round-Table 
Conference in Delhi with the colonial British rulers and told them, 
“These people were not rebels but fought for independence like us. 
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We also fought for independence but without arms, they fought with 
arms. That was the only difference.” After this they were classified 
as political prisoners and shifted from Calcutta to Lucknow and detained 
there. Darthawma recounts that they were convicted and their salaries 
and arrears were freezed. “We were discharged on January 1946 and 
our discharge certificates were prepared in such a way that we would 
never be able to get employment in the government services and 
any training under the government as long as India was under the 
British Empire.” He adds with a chuckle. 


The captivity period was one year. After the release they were 
given train fare and food upto Lunglei. Those days an English Sub- 
Divisional Officer was administering Lunglei. They (the Britishers) were 
apprehensive that Darthawma would began talking about Indian 
independence. Hence they sent a wireless message from Lucknow to 
arrest him if he uttered a word about independence. It was a traumatic 
experience for him. He recollects, “The CID officials were always 
following me and I was constantly under surveillance. The CID officials 
told me that they had papers to arrest me any time if I speak anything 
about independence. My whereabouts were known to them. It made 
my life very suffocating.” 


After India got independence, these soldiers who fought for their 
motherland were not bestowed the honour of freedom fighters initially 
as they fought with arms. Later their services to nation were recognised 
and they were accepted as the freedom fighters. Darthawma was 
awarded Tamrapatra on 15 August 1973. Mizoram government also 
presented him a ‘Tawlhlohpuan’ recognising his contribution in the 
freedom struggle. 
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